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PREFACE. 


Tue Cumberland Presbyterian Church was organized 
in Dickson County, Tennessee, February 4, A.D. 1810, 
It was an outgrowth of the Great Revival of 1800—one 
of the most powerful revivals that this country has 
ever witnessed. The founders of the Church were Finis 
Ewing, Samuel King, and Samuel McAdow. They were 
ministers in the Presbyterian Church, who rejected the 
doctrine of election and reprobation as taught in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. The causes which 
led to the formation of the Church are clearly and dis- 
tinctly set forth in publications issued at the time, and 
in various tracts and books published subsequently. To 
these the reader is referred for full information on the 
subject. : 

The Cumberland Presbytery, which was constituted at 
the time of the organization of the Church, and which 
originally consisted of only three ministers, was in three 
years sufficiently large to form three Presbyteries. 
These Presbyteries, in October, A.D. 1873, met at the 
Beech Church, in Sumner County, Tennessee, and con- 
stituted a Synod. This Synod at once formulated and 
published a “Brief Statement,” setting forth the points 
wherein Cumberland Presbyterians dissented from the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. They were as fol- 
lows: 

1. That there are no eternal reprobates. 

2. That Christ died not for a part only, but for all 
mankind. 

3. That all infants dying in infancy are saved through , 
Christ and the sanctification of the Spirit. 
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4. That the Spirit of God operates on the world, ox 
as co-extensively as Christ has made atonement, in such 
a manner as to leave all men inexcusable. 

At this same meeting of Synod, too, a committee 
was appointed to prepare a Confession of Faith. The 
next year, A.D. 1814, at Sugg’s Creek Church, Wilson 
County, Tennessee, the report of the committee was pre- 
sented to Synod, and the revision of the Westminster 
Confession of Faith which they presented was unani- 
mously adopted as the Confession of Faith of the Cum: 
berland Presbyterian Church. Subsequently the forma. 
tion of the General Assembly took place. This judi. 
cature, at its first meeting, A.D. 1829, at Princeton, Ken. 
tucky, made such changes in the Form of Government 
as were demanded by the formation of this new court. 

In compiling the Confession of Faith, the fathers of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church had one leading 
thought before them, and that was to so modify the 
Westminster Confession as to eliminate therefrom the 
doctrine of universal fore-ordination and its legitimate 
sequences, unconditional election and reprobation, lim- 
ited atonement, and divine influence correspondingly 
circumscribed. All the boldly-defined statements of the 
doctrine objected to were expunged, and corrected state- 
ments were made. But it was impossible to eliminate 
all the features of hyper-Calvinism from the Westmin- 
ster Confession of Faith by simply expunging words, 
phrases, sentences, or even sections, and then attempting 
to fill the vacancies thus made by corrected statements 
or other declarations, for the objectionable doctrine, with 
its logical sequences, pervaded the whole system of 

theology formulated in that book. 
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The compilers knew this, and they also knew that a 
book thus made must necessarily have some defects. 
Still they felt assured that they had prepared one which 
could not be fairly and logically interpreted without 
contradicting the most objectionable features of hyper- 
Calvinism; and they felt, too, that they had formulated 
a system of doctrines which-any candid inquirer after 
truth might understand. They did not, however, claim 
that the time would never come when there might be 
a demand for a restatement of these doctrines, which 
would set forth more clearly and logically the system of 
theology believed and taught by the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church. That time did come, and so general 
was the desire throughout the Church to have the Con- 
_fession of Faith revised that at the General Assembly 
which convened in the city of Austin, Texas, A.D. 1881, 
a paper was introduced looking to that end, and it was 
adopted by a unanimous vote. 

In view of the great importance of the work, two com- 
mittees were appointed, and it was made the duty of the 
first committee to revise the Confession of Faith and 
Government, and of the second to review and revise 
the work of the first. The committees met at Lebanon, 
Tennessee, the seat of Cumberland University, where 
every facility could be enjoyed for such labors, having 
free access to a fine theological library. After bestowing 
great labor upon their work, giving every item earnest 
and prayerful attention, the committees completed the 
tasks assigned them, and the results of their labors 
were published in pamphlet form and in weekly papers 
of the Church for information, “that criticism might 
be made by those desiring to do so.’ The committees, | 
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after receiving these criticisms, again met and remained 
in session for a number of days, giving careful and 
prayerful consideration to all the suggestions made. 
They then completed their work without a single dissent, 
and submitted the result to the General Assembly which 
convened in the city of Huntsville, Alabama, A.D. 1882. 
That General Assembly, in “Committee of the Whole,” 
considered with great patience. and care every item in 
the entire book, taking a vote on each one separately, 
and at the close of each chapter or subject taking a vote 
upon it as a whole. In this way the entire book, from 
beginning to end, was carefully and prayerfully scruti- 
nized, and necessary changes were made—the most of 
them verbal; and there was not in the final vote a 
single negative! 

Having completed its work, the Coie Aecehabiy 
transmitted the book to the Presbyteries for their ap- 
proval or disapproval. The reports from the Presbyte- 
ries to the next General Assembly, which convened in 
the city of Nashville, Tennessee, A.D. 1883, showed that 
this work had been almost unanimously adopted. The 
General Assembly, having reviewed these returus from 
the Presbyteries, formally declared said book to be the 
Confession of Faith and Government of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church. 

The book is now sent forth with the strongest con- 
victions that it is in accord with the word of God. Let 
it be tested, not by tradition, but by the Holy Scriptures, 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 


The General Assembly, at Bentonville, Arkansas, A.D. 1885, 
ordered the insertion of the foregoing Preface withovt referring 
\ the same to the Presbyteries. 
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t. God alone is Lord of the conscience, and has left it 
unfettered by the doctrines and commandments of men 
which are in any thing contrary to his word. The right 
of private judgment, therefore, in respect to religion, is 
universal and inalienable. No religious organization 
should be aided by the civil power further than may be 
necessary for protection, and this should be afforded to 
all alike. 

2. Our blessed Saviour, for the edification of the visi- 
ble Church, has appointed officers not only to preach 
the gospel and to administer the sacraments, but also to 
exercise discipline; and it is incumbent upon these 
officers, and. upon the whole Church in whose name 
they act, to censure or suspend from the privileges of the 
Church the disorderly, or to excommunicate the heret- 
ical and scandalous—observing in all cases the rules 
contained in the word of God. 

3. No error can be more pernicious or more absurd 
than that which represents it as a matter of but little 
consequence what a man’s opinions are; for there is an 
inseparable connection between faith and practice, truth 
and holiness; otherwise it would be of no consequence 
to discover truth or to embrace it. Our Saviour has 
said, “A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit.” 


4. While it is necessary that all who are admitted as . 


teachers should be sound in the faith, nevertheless there 
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are doctrines and forms with respect to which men of 
good character and principles may differ; and in all 
these it is the duty of all private Christians and religious 
bodies to exercise forbearance toward one another. | 

5. Though the character, qualifications, and authority 
of Church-officers are laid down in the Holy Scriptures, 
as well as the proper method of their investiture, yet the 
tight to select the persons who shall exercise this au- 
thority, in any particular body, belongs to that body. 

6. All Church-power, however exercised, is ministerial 
and declarative only; that is, the Holy Scriptures are 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice. No 
Church-judicatory ought to assume, by virtue of its own 
authority, to make laws to bind the conscience; and 
all its decisions should be founded upon the revealed 
will of God. 

Ecclesiastical discipline is altogether distinct from the 
civil magistracy, and Church-judicatories do not possess 
any civil jurisdiction—cannot inflict any civil penalties, 
nor have they any jurisdiction in political or civil affairs. 
‘heir power is wholly moral and ecclesiastical. They 
possess the right of requiring obedience to the laws of 
Christ, may frame articles of faith, may bear testimony 
against error in doctrine and immorality in practice, and 
may exclude the disobedient and disorderly from the 
privileges of the Church. They possess the power requi- 
site for obtaining evidence and inflicting censure. They 
can call before them any offender against the order and 
government of the Church. They can require members 
of their own body to appear and give testimony, and 
alsa introduce other witnesses when necessary. But the 
highest punishment to which their authority extends is 
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to exclude the contumacious and impenitent from the 
communion and fellowship of the Church. 

7. Every Christian Church, or union, or association of 
particular Churches, has the right to declare the terms 
of admission into its communion, and the qualifications 
of its ministers, officers, and members, as well as the 
whole system of its internal government. 

In the exercise of this right, the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church, adhering to the foregoing general princi- 
ples, adopts the following as its system of faith and in- 
ternal government, consisting: 1. Of the Confession 
of Faith. 2. Of the Catechism. 3. Of the Constitution. 
4. Of the Rules of Discipline. 5. Of the General Regu- 
lations. 6. Of the Directory for Worship. 7. Of the 
Rules of Order. 
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Hoty Scriptures. 


1. The Holy Scriptures comprise all the books of the 
Old and the New Testament which are received as 
canonical, and which are given by inspiration of God to 
be the rule of faith and practice, and are these: 


Genesis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, 


II. Samuel, 
I. Kings, 

Il. Kings, 

I. Chronicles, 


Matthew, 
Mark, 


The Acts, 

* Romans, 

I. Corinthians, 
II. Corinthians, 
Galatians, 


OLD TESTAMENT. 


II. Chronicles, 
Kizra, 
Nehemiah, 
Esther, 

Job, 

Psalms, ~ 
Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, 
Song of Solomon, 
Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, 


NEW TESTAMENT. 


Ephesians, 
Philippians, 
Colossians, 

I. Thessalonians, 
II. Thessalonians, 
I. Timothy, 

Il. Timothy, 
Titus, 

Philemon, 


i 


Daniel, 
Hosea, 
Joel, 
Amos, 
Obadiah, 
Jonah, 
Micah, 
Nahum, 
Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, 
Haggai, 
Zechariah, 
Malachi, 


Hebrews, 
James, 

ie’ Peter; 
II. Peter, 
I. John, 

II. John, 
Ill. John, 
Jude, 
Revelation, 
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2. The authority of the Holy Scriptures depends not 
upon the testimony of any man or Church, but upon 
God alone. 

3. The whole counsel of God, concerning all things 
necessary for his own glory—in creation, providence, 
and man’s salvation—is either expressly stated in the 
Scriptures, or by necessary consequence may be deduced 
therefrom; unto which nothing at any time is to be 
added by man, or from the traditions of men; never- 
theless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the 
Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understand- 
ing of such things as are revealed in the word. 


2. 2 Tim. iii. 16: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness. 1John v. 9: If wereceive the witness 
of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of 
God which he hath testified of his Son. 1 Thess. ii. 13: For this 
cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye re- 
ceived the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it notas 
the word of men, but, as itis in truth, the word of God, which ef- 
fectually worketh also in you that believe. 

8. 1 Johnii. 20, 27: But ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things. But the anointing which ye have re- 
ceived abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: 
but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him. 
John xvi. 13, 14: Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; 
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will 
shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. Gal.i. 8: But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
then that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed, 
1 Cor. ii. 10-12. John vi. 45, 
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4. The best rule of interpretation of the Scriptures is 
the comparison of scripture with scripture. 


< Tue Hoty Trinity. 


5. There is but one living and true God, a self-existent 
Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. 

6. God has all life, glory, goodness, and blessedness 
in himself; not standing in need of any creatures which 
he has made, nor deriving any essential glory from 
them; and has most sovereign dominion over them to 
do whatsoever he may please. 


4. 1Cor. ii. 2, 13: For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. Which things 
also we speak not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual. Acts xv. 15: And to this agree the words of the 
prophets. Matt. xxii.29. 

5. Deut. vi. 4: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord. 
1 Cor. viii. 4,6. 1 Thess. i. 9. John iy. 24: God is a Spirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Ex. iii. 14: And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath 
sentmevnto you. 1 Tim.i.17: Now unto the King eternal, im- 
mortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen, Ps. cxly.3. Gen. xvii.1. Rom. xvi. 27. Mal. 
iii. 6. : 

6. John vy. 26: For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself. Acts vii. 2: And he 
said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; the God of glory ap- 
peared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, 
before he dwelt in Charran. Ps. cxix. 68: Thou art good, and 
doest good: teach me thy statutes. 1Tim. vi. 15. Rom. ix. 15: 
For he saith to Moses, I will have merey on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compas- 
sion. Acts xvii. 24,25. Jobxxii. 2,3, Rom. xi. 36. Rev. iv. ll. 
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7. In the unity of the Godhead there are three per 
sons of one substance, power, and eternity: God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


DEcREES OF Gop. 


8. God, for the manifestation of his glory and good- 
ness, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, 
freely and unchangeably ordained or determined what 
he himself would do, what he would require his intelli- 
gent creatures to do, and what should be the awards, 
respectively, of the obedient and the disobedient. 

9. Though all Divine decrees may not be revealed to 
men, yet it is certain that God has decreed nothing con- 
trary to his revealed will or written word. ; 


7. 2Cor. xiii. 14: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all. Amen. Matt. iii. 16,17: And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending likea 
dove, and lighting upon him; and lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom Iam wellpleased. Matt. xxviii. 
19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

8. Ps. exxxy. 6: Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did hein 
heayen, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. Isa. xlvi. 
9-11. Ex. xx.3-17. Matt. xxii. 38,39. Ecc. xii. 13: Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 2 Cor. y. 10: For 
we must allappear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every 
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad. Rev. xxii. 12. Matt. 
xvi. 27. 

9. Deut. xxix. 29: The secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to 
our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law. 
Actsi. 7: And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
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CREATION, 


10. It pleased God, for the manifestation of the glory 
of his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, to create 
the world and all things therein, whether visible or in- 
visible; and all very good. 

11. After God had made all other creatures, he created 
man in his own image; male and female created he 
them, enduing them with intelligence, sensibility, and 
will; they having the law of God written in their hearts, 
and power to fulfill it, being upright and free from all 
bias to evil. 


times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own pow- 
er. 1 Thess. v. 1. Matt. xxiv. 86. Acts xx. 27: For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Rom. ii. 12, 
16: For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law; and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by the law; in the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. Rev. xx. 12. 

10. Gen. i. 1; In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. Isa. xliv. 24: Thus said the Lord, thy Redeemer, and he 
that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all 
things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; and spreadeth 
abroad the earth by myself. Rom. i. 20. Col. i. 16. Heb. xi. 3. 
Gen. i.31. Ex. xx. 11: Forin six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, thesea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 

11. Gen. ii. 7: And the Lord formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. Gen. i. 26. Rom. ii. 14,15: For when the 
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things con- 
tained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves: which shew the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, ani their thoughts 
the mean while accusing or else excusing one another. Ecc. vii. 
29: Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; 
but they have sought out many inventions. 
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PROVIDENCE. 


12. God the Creator upholds and governs all crea- 
tures and things by his most wise and holy providence. 

13. God, in his providence, ordinarily works through 
the instrumentality of laws or means, yet is free to work 
with and above them, at his pleasure. 

14. God never leaves nor forsakes his people; yet 
when they fall into sin he chastises them in various 
ways, and makes even their own sin the occasion of dis- 
covering unto them their weakness and their need of 
greater watchfulness and dependence upon him for sup- 
porting grace. 


12. Heb.i.3. Matt. x. 29-31: Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. Butthe very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 
Rom.ix.17. For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this 
same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power 
in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the 
earth. 

13. Matt. v. 45: That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on theunjust. Isa. 
iv. 10,11. Acts xxvii. 24,31: Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be 
brought before Cesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that 
sail with thee. Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, 
Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Hosea i, 7: 
But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save 
them by the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, nor 
by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Rom iy. 
19,10. 2 Kings vi. 6. 

14. Ps. xxxvii. 28: For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsak- 
eth not his saints: they are preserved for ever: but the seed of 
the wicked shall be cut off. 2 Cor. xii. 7-9: And lest I shoulé be 
exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
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15. God’s providence over the wicked is not designed 
to lead them to destruction, but to a knowledge of his 
goodness, and of his sovereign power over them, and 
thus to become a means of their repentance and refor- 
mation, or to be a warning to others; and if the wicked 
make it an occasion of hardening their hearts, it is be- 
cause of their perversity, and not from necessity. 

16. While the providence of God, in general, em- 
braces all creatures, it does, in a special manner, extend 
to his Church. 


there was given to mea thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For 
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from 
me.. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strengthis made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Rom. viii. 2-4. Ps. exix. 71, %5: Itis good for me 
that I have been afflicted, thatI might learn thy statutes. I know, 
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faith- 
fulness hast afflicted me. Heb. xiii. 5-11. 

15. James i. 13: Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he anyman. Matt. ix. 13: But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. Luke xxiv. 
48. Rom. ii. 4: Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and 
forbearance and longsuffering ; not knowing that the goodness of 
God leadeth thee to repentance? Prov. i. 24,25. Johny. 40. Ex. 
viii. 15, 82. Acts xii. 28. 

16. Matt. xvi. 18: And 1 say also unto thee, That thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. Rom. viii. 28-31. Acts y. 11: 
And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as 
heard these things. Acts xviii. 21: But bade them farewell, say- 
ing, 1 must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusa- 
lem: but1 will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed 
from Ephesus. 


2 
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Fai oF MAN, 


17. Our first parents, being seduced by the subtlety 
and temptation of Satan, sinned in eating the forbidden 
fruit; whereupon, God was pleased, for his own glory 
and the good of mankind, to reveal the Covenant of 
Grace in Christ, by which a gracious probation was 
established for all men. 

18. By this sin they fell from their original upright- 
ness, lost their communion with God, and so became 
dead in sin and defiled in all the faculties of their moral 
being. They being the root of all mankind, sin entered 
into the world through their act, and death by sin, and 
so death passed upon all men. 


17. Gen. iii. 18: And the Lord God said unto the woman, 
What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The ser- 
pent beguiled me, and I did eat. 2 Cor. xi. 8. Rom. v. 12: Where- 
fore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Gen. 
iii. 15: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed ;it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise hisheel. Isa. ix. 6: For unto us a child is born, unto 
us ason is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Matt. iv. 16. 
John iii. 16,17: For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but haye everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved. Rom. vy. 2,8. Rom. xiv. 

18. Gen. iii. 7,8. Ecc. vii. 29: Lo, this only I have found, that 
God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many in- 
ventions. Rom. iii. 23: Por all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God. Eph. ii. 1. Gen. vi. 5: And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagi- 
nation of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually 
Jer. xvii. 9. 


« 


CONFESSION OF FAITH. - 19 


19. From this original corruption also proceeds actual 
transgression. 

20. The remains of this corrupt nature are felt by 
those who are regenerated, nor will they altogether cease 
to operate and disturb during the present life. 

21. Sin, being a transgression of the law of God, 
brings guilt upon the transgressor, and subjects him to 
the wrath of God and to endless torment, unless par- 
doned through the mediation of Christ. 


19, Rom. vy. 12: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned. Rom. v. 15-19. Job xxv. 4. Ps. li. 5: Be- 
hold, I was shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. Job xiy. 4. Johniii. 6: That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; and that which ‘is born of the Spirit is spirit. Eph. ii. 3. 

20. Rom. vii. 14,17, 18, 23: For we know that the law is spirit- 
ual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. Now then it is no morel 
that doit, but sin that dwellethin me. For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is pres- 
ent with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which 

s in my members. Prov. xx.9. Ecc. vii. 20: For there is nota 
jast man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. Rom. 
vii. 5, 7, 25: For when we were in the flesh, the motions of ‘sins, 
which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth 
fruit unto death. What shall we say, then? Is thelawsin? God 
forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not 
known lust, except the law had sad, Thou shalt not covet. I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the 
mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of 
sin. 

21, 1 John iii. 4: Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also 
the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. Rom. iii. 19: 
Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. Gal. iii. 18 
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Gov’s CovENANT wiTH Man. 

22. The first covenant made with man was a Cove- 
nant of Works, wherein life was promised to Adam 
upon condition of perfect and personal obedience. 

' 23. Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable 
of life by that covenant, the Lord was pleased to make 
the second, commonly called the Covenant of Grace, 
wherein he freely offers unto sinners life and salvation 
by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in him, that 
they may be saved. This covenant is frequently set 


Rom. vi. 23: For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

22. Job ix. 32,33. Gal. iii. 12: And the law is not of faith: 
but, The man that doeth them shall livein them. Gen. ii. 16, 17: 
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of 
the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

23. Gal. iii. 21: Is the law then against the promises of God? 
God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. 
Rom. viii. 3: For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sin- 
ful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. Isa. xlii. 6. 
Mark xvi. 15, 16: And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall le saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. John iii. 16: For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. Heb. ix. 15-17: And for this 
eause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of 
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under 
the first testament, they which are called might receive the prom- 
ise of eternalinheritance. For where a testament is, there must 
also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is 
of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all 
while the testator liveth. Heb. vii. 22. Luke xxii. 20. 
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forth in the Scriptures by the name of a testament, in 
reference to the death of Jesus Christ, the testator, and 
to the everlasting inheritance, with all things belonging 
to it, therein bequeathed. 

24. Under the Old Testament dispensation the Cove- 
nant of Grace was administered by promises, prophecies, 
sacrifices, circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other 
types and ordinances delivered to the Jews—all fore- 
signifying Christ to come—which were sufficient, 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit, to instruct’ 
them savingly in the knowledge of God, and build then: 
up in the faith of the Messiah. 

25. Under the New Testament dispensation, wherein 
Christ, the substance, is set forth, the ordinances in 


24, 2 Cor. iii. 6-9. Heb. viii. 9,10. Rom. iv. 11. Ool. ii. 11, 17. 
1Cor. y.7: Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may bea 
new lump, as yeareunleayened. For even Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us. 

25.1 Cor. x. 1-4: Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye 
should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and didail eat the same spirit- 
ual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock 
was Christ. Heb. xi. 13: These all died in faith, not having re 
ceived the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were per: 
suaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 
were strangersand pilgrims on the earth. Gal. iii. 7-9, 14: Know ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children 
of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would jus: 
tify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unte 
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then 
they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. Thas 
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through 
Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 
through faith. 1 Cor. xi. 23-25, 
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which fhe Covenant of Grace ‘is dispensed are the 
preaching of the Word and the administration of the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which 
are administered with more simplicity, yet in them it is 
held forth in more fullness and spiritual efficacy to all 
nations, Jews and Gentiles. 

26. As children were included with their parents in 
the Covenant of Grace under the Old Testament dispen- 
sation, so are they included in it under the New, and 
should, as under the Old, receive the appropriate sign 
and seal thereof. 


Curist THE MEDIATOR. 


27. Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, was 
verily appointed before the foundation of the world 
to be the Mediator between God and man, the Prophet, 
Priest, and King, the heir of all things, the propitiation 
for the sins of all mankind, the Head of his Church, the 
Judge of the world, and the Saviour of all true believers. 


26, Gen. xvii, 7, 11, 13: And I will establish my covenant be- 
tween me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God ‘unto thee and to thy 
seed after thee. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your fore- 
skin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 
He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy 
money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in 
your flesh for an everlasting covenant. Acts ii. 89: For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all thatare afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Rom. ix. 8: 
That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the 
children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for 
the seed. Acts xvi. 15, 33. 1 Cor. i. 16. 

27. 1 Pet. i. 19, 20: But with the precious blood of Christ, as of 
a lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was fore- 
ordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
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28. The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, 
did, when the fullness of time was come, take upon him- 
self man’s nature, yet without sin, being very God and 
very man, yet one Christ, the only Mediator between 
God and man. 

29. Jesus Christ, in his human nature, thus united to 


these last times for you. 1 Tim. ii. 5: For there is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. John 
iii. 16. Acts 22: For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet 
shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say 
untoyou. Heb. v.6. Ps. ii.6. Lukei. 33: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
benoend. Heb.i. 2: Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 
he made the worlds. 1 John ii.2: And he is the propitiation for 
our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 1Johniv. 10. Eph. ii. 20-22. Matt. xxi. 42. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 
8. 1Pet.iv. 5. Acts x. 42, Rom. xiv. 10. Luke ii.11. Johniv. 
42, Actsv. 81. 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

' 28. John i. 1, 14: In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
truth. 1 John vy. 20: And we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that 
is true; and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. Thisis the true God, and eternal life. Phil. ii.6: Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God. Gal. iv. 4: But when the fullness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law. 
‘Heb. ii. 1%. Heb. iv. 15. Rom.i.3, 4. 1Tim. ii. 5. 

29, Ps. xlv.7: Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wicked- 
ness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows. John iii. 34: For hewhom God hath 
sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by 
measure unto him. Col. ii.3: In whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. Col.i.19. Heb. vii. 22,26. Acts x. 38. 
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the Divine, was sanctified and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit above measure, having in him all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, in whom it pleased the Father 
that all fullness should dwell, to the end that, being 
holy, harmless, undefiled, and full of grace and truth, 
he might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office 
of a Mediator and Surety. 

80. That he might discharge the office of Mediator, 
Jesus Christ was made under the law, which he perfectly 
fulfilled, was crucified, died, and was buried, and re- 
mained under the power of death for a time, yet saw 
no corruption. On the third day he arose from the 
dead, and afterward ascended to heaven, where he sits 
on the right hand of God, making intercession for trans- 
gressors. 

31. Jesus Christ, by his perfect obedience and sacri- 
fice of himself, which he, through the Eternal Spirit, 
once offered unto God, became the propitiation for the 
sins of the whole world, so God can be just in justifying 
all who believe in Jesus. 


SO. Gal. iv. 4: But when the fullness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
Matt. iii. 15: And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be 
so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then 
he suffered him. Matt. v. 17: Think not that I am come to de- 
stroy the law, or the prophets: Iam not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill. Matt. xxvii.35,50. Actsii.31. Acts xili. 30,387. 1Cor. xv. 
4, Markxvi.19. Rom. viii. 834. Whoishethateondemneth? It 
is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession forus. Heb. 
vii. 25: Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession forthem. Rom. xiv. 9, 10. 

S31. Heb.ix.14: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, 
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32. Although the work of redemption was not act- 
ually wrought by Christ until after his incarnation, 
yet the benefits thereof were communicated unto the 
believer, in all ages, successively, from the beginning of 
the world, by the Holy Spirit, and through such instru- 
mentalities as God was pleased to employ. 

33. Jesus Christ tasted death for every man, and now 
makes intercession for transgressors, by virtue of which 
the Holy Spirit is given to convince of sin and enable 
man to believe and obey, governing the hearts of be- 
lievers by his word and Spirit, overcoming all their 
enemies, by his almighty power and wisdom, in such 
manner and ways as are most consonant to his wonder- 
ful and unsearchable dispensation. 


purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
Rom. iii. 25, 26: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
to declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Rom. v. 
6,8, 10,11. 2Cor. vy. 14,15: For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for 
them, and roseagain. Heb.ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2. 

832. Gal.iy. 4,5: But when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth hisSon, made of a woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. Gen. xv. 6: And he believed in the Lord; and 
he countedit to him for righteousness. Rom. iv. 3, 5,6,7. Neh. 
ix. 20. Ps. exliii.10. Ps. li. 11,12. Heb.i.1: God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spakein time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets. Num. xii.6: And he said, Hearnow my words: 
If there be 3 prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself 
known unto him in avision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 

33. Heb. ii. 9: But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
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Free WILL, 


34. God, in creating man in his own likeness, endued 
him with intelligence, sensibility, and will, which form 
the basis of moral character, and render man capable of 
moral government. 

35. The freedom of the will is a fact of human con- 
sciousness, and is the sole ground of human accounta- 
bility. Man, in his state of innocence, was both free 
and able to keep the Divine law, also to violate it. 
Without any constraint, from either physical or moral 
causes, he did violate it. 


than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every 
man. 1 John ii. 1: My little children, these things which write 
Junto you, thatyesinnot. Andif any man sin, we havean advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. Rom. viii. 34. 
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. John xiy. 10, 18: And I will pray the 
Father, andhe will give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 
John xvi. 8-11. John xvii. 6, 8-11. Rom. viii. 28, 33-39. 

34, Gen. i. 26, 27: And God said, let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion oyer the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of’the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. So God created man in hisown image, in the image of 
God created he him; male and female created he them. Eph. iv. 
24: And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness. Rey. xxii.17. John y. 40. 

35. Josh. xxiy. 15: And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
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36. Man, by disobedience, lost his innocence, for- 
feited the favor of God, became corrupt in heart and 
inclined to evil. In this state of spiritual death and 
condemnation, man is still free and responsible; yet, 
without the illuminating influences of the Holy Spirit, 
he is unable either to keep the law or lay hold upon the 
hope set before him in the gospel. 

87. When the sinner is born of God, he loves him 
supremely, and steadfastly purposes to do his will; yet, 
because of remaining corruption, and of his imperfect 


flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Proy. i. 29-831: 
For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of 
the Lord: they would none of my counsel: they despised all my 
reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
and befilled with their own devices. Rom. ii. 12-15. 

836. Rom. v.12. Ezek. xviii. 4. Behold, all souls are mine; as 
the soul of the father, so also thesoul of the son is mine: the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die. Rom. viii. 6-8: For to be carnally 
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Sothen they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God. Rom. i. 18-20. Rom. iii. 19, 20. 
1 Cor. ii. 14: But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. John vi. 44: 
No man can come to me except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. Johni.9. 1 
Cor. xii.7: But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. Rom. viii. 26. 

37. Rom. viii. 14-16: For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. 
John xiv. 15: If yelove me, keep my commandments. Rom. vii. 
14, 15, 23, 24. Gal. v. 17: For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit 
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knowledge of moral and spiritual things, he often wills 
what in itself is sinful. This imperfect knowledge and 
corruption remain, in greater or less force, during the 
present life; hence the conflict between the flesh and the 
spirit. 

DivinE INFLUENCE. 


38. God the Father, having set forth his Son Jesus 
Christ as a propitiation for the sins of the world, does 
most graciously vouchsafe a manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit with the same intent to every man. 

39. The Holy Spirit, operating through the written 
word, and through such other means as God in his 
wisdom may choose, or directly, without means, so 
moves upon the hearts of men as to enlighten, reprove, 
and convince them of sin, of their lost estate, and of 
their need of salvation; and, by so doing, inclines them 
to come to Christ. 


and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other; so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. Ecc. 
vii. 20. 

38. Rom. iii. 25: Whom God hath set forth to bea propitia- 
tion through faithin his blood,to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. 
1 John ii. 2: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 1 John iv. 10. 
Heb. ii.9. Johni.9. Isa.xlix. 6. 1Cor. xii.7: But the manifes- 
tation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

39. Heb. iv. 12: For the word of God is quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts andintents of the heart. Rey. 
xxii. 17: And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him thatisathirst come. And 
whosoeyer will, let him take the water of life freely. John 
xvi. 8: And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment. John xii. 82. Rom. v.18 
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40. This call of the Holy Spirit is purely of God’s 
free grace alone, and not because of human merit, and 
is antecedent to all desire, purpose, and intention on the 
part of the sinner to come to Christ; so that while it is 
possible for all to be saved with it, none can be saved 
without it. 

41. This call is not irresistible, but is effectual in 
those only who, in penitence and faith, freely surrender 
themselves wholly to Christ, the only name whereby men 
can be saved. 


REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE. 


42. Repentance unto life is a change of mind and 


40, 1 Tim. i. 9: Knowing this, that the law is not made fora 
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the un- 
godly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of 
fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers. Titus iii. 4, 
5: But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour to- 
ward man appeared. Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of theHoly Ghost. 1 Cor. ii. 
14: But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. Rom. viii.7: Be- 
cause the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it isnot subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Eph.ii.5. John vi.387. 

41, Prov. i. 24, 25: Because I have called, and ye refused; I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have 
set at naught all my counsel, and would none of my reproof. 
John y. 40: And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 
Acts vii. 51: Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 1 
Thess. v. 19: Quench not the Spirit. Matt. ix. 28, 29. Luke xiii. 
8, 5. 

42, Acts xi. 18: When they heard these things, they held their 
peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gen- 
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feeling toward God, induced by the agency of the Holy 
Spirit, wherein the sinner resolutely purposes to forsake 
all sin, to turn unto God, and to walk in all his com- 
mandments. 

43. There is no merit in repentance, or in any other 
human exercise; yet God is pleased to require all men 
to repent. 

44. As all men are required to make full and frank 
confession of sin to God, so he that gives grounds of 


tiles granted repentance unto life. John iii. 27: John answered 
and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven. John xy. 5: Iam the vine, ye arethe branches. He that 
abideth in me, and Lin him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing. Luke xxiy. 47. Acts xx, 21. 
Ezek. xviii. 80, 81: Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
every one according to his ways, saith the Lord God. Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgres- 
sions, whereby ye have transgressed ; and make you a new heart 
and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel? Ezek. 
Xxxvi.81. 2 Cor. vii. 11. 

48. Isa. lxiv.6: But weare all as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteousnesses areas filthy rags; and weall do fade as a leaf; 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have takenusaway. fHzek. xvi. 
63: That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am 
pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord 
God. Acts ii. 88. Acts iii. 19: Repent ye therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. Acts xvii. 
80: And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent. 

44 Ps. xxxii. 5,6. Proy. xxviii. 13: He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy. 1 John i. 9. James y. 16. Luke xvii. 8, 4: Take 
heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke 
him; andif he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against 
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offense to the Church, or trespasses against his brother, 
should confess his errors, make amendment and due 
restitution, so far as is in his power. 


Savine Fairu. 


45. Saving faith, including assent to the truth of 
God’s holy word, is the act of receiving and resting upon 
Christ alone for salvation, and is accompanied by con. 
trition for sin and a full purpose of heart to turn from 
it and to live unto God. 

46. While there is no merit in faith, yet it is the con- 


thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again 
to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. Luke xix. 8. 
2 Cor. ii.8: Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your 
love toward him. 

45. Ps. ii.12: Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they that put their trustin him. 1 Pet. ii. 2,6. John xiv. 
1: Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
inme. Matt. xvi.16. John xi. 26: And whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? John xi. 27. 
John vi. 68, 69. Matt. xix. 27-29. 2Cor. iv. 18: We having the 
same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and 
therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak. 
Rom. x. 14,17: How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher ? 
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. Eph. ii.8: For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Rom. i. 16, 17. 1 
Thess. ii 13. 1 John vy. 10: He that believeth on the Son of God 
tiath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made 
him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of 
his Son. 

46. Rom. iv. 16: Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace ; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not 
40 that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the 
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dition of salvation. It is not of the nature of good 
works, from which it must be distinguished. 

47. This faith may be tried in many ways, but the 
believer has the promise of ultimate victory through 
Christ. 


JUSTIFICATION. 


48. All those who truly repent of their sins, and in 
faith commit themselves to Christ, God freely justifies, 
not by infusing righteousness into them, but by pardon- 
ing their sins and by counting and accepting their per- 
sons as righteous; not for any thing wrought in them or 
done by them, but for Christ’s sake alone; not by im- 


faith of Abraham ; who is the father of us all. John iii. 86: He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abid- 
ethonhim. Acts xvi. 81. Johniii. 14, 15, 16, 18. 

47. Luke xxii. 31, 82: And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, be- 
hold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and 
when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. Matt. vi. 30: 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day 
is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 

- clothe you, O ye of little faith? Matt. viii. 10. Rom. iv. 19, 20: 
And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now 
dead, when he was about a hundred years old, neither yet the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb: he staggered not at the promise of 
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 
God. Heb. y. 18,14. Heb, x. 22: Let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 1 
John y. 4,5. Heb. xii. 2. 

48. Rom. iii. 24: Being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption thatis in Christ Jesus. Rom, iy. 5,8: But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungod- 
ly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Blessed is the man to 


cCuNFESSION OF FAITH. 33 


puting faith itself, or any other evangelical obedience, 
to them as their righteousness, but by imputing the 
obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they 
receiving and resting on him and his righteousness by 
faith. 

49. Justification is purely of God’s free grace, and is 
a full pardon for all sins, and exemption from all their 
penal consequences; but it imparts no moral qualities or 
merits to the believer, being strictly a legal transaction. 
Though of free grace alone, it is conditioned upon faith, 
and is assured to none but penitent and true believers, 
who, being justified, have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

50. God continues to forgive the sins of those who 
are justified, and although he will never permit them to 


~em the Lord will notimpute sin. 2Cor. v.19, 21. Rom. v. 17- 
ly: +. if by one man’s offense death reigned by one; much more 
they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of right- 
eousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as 
by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemna- 
tion ;even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all 
men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many 
_ be made righteous. 

49, Phil. iii.9: And be found in him, not having-mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith. Rom. 
iii. 20,24. John v. 24: Verily, verily, [say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life. Rom. viii. 1: There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

50. Matt. vi. 12: And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
aebtors. 1 Johnii.1: My little children, these thittgs write I un- 
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fall from the state of justification, yet they may, by their 
sins, fall under God’s fatherly displeasure, and not have 
the light of his countenance restored unto them until 
they humble themselves, confess their sins, and renew 
their consecration to God. 


REGENERATION, 


51. Those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are 
regenerated, or born from above, renewed in spirit, and 
made new creatures in Christ. 

52. The necessity for this moral purification arises 
out of the enmity of the human heart against God, its 
insubordination to his law, and its consequent incapacity 
to love and glorify God. 


to you, that yesin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. Luke xxii. 82. 
John x. 28. Heb. x.14: For by one offering he hath perfected for- 
ever them that are sanctified. Ps. lxxxix. 31-33: If they break 
my statutes, and keep not my commandments; then will I visit 
their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. 
Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from 
him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. Ps. li. 

51, 1 John y.1: Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth _ 
him also that is begotten of him. John iii. 5-7: Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh: and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again. Rom. xii.2. Titus iii. 5: Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost. 2 Cor. vy. 17. Eph. ii. 10. 

52. Rom. viii. 6,7: For to be carnally minded is death; but to 
be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind 
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53. Regeneration is of God’s free grace alone, and is 
we work of the Holy Spirit, who, by taking of the 
things which are Christ’s and showing them unto the 
sinner, enables him to lay hold on Christ. This renewal 
of the heart by the Holy Spirit is not of the nature of 
a physical but of a moral work—a purification of the 
heart by faith. 


is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God. 
neither indeed can be. 2 Cor. yi. 15. Amos. iii. 3: Can two walk 
together, except they be agreed ? Rom. i. 28-32. Matt. xv. 18-20: 
But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth 
from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies: these are the things which defile a 
man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

53. Eph. ii.8: For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves: itis the gift of God. Phil. i. 29. John iii. 
5,6. Jobni. 13: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Titusiii. 5: Not by © 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. John xvi. 13, 14: Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you. 1Cor.ii.10: But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. 1Johnii. 27. 1Cor. xii. 8. John iii. 5, 6. Zech. iv. 6. 
Acts xv. 9: And put no difference between us and them, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith. 1 Pet. i. 22, 23; Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure 
heart fervently: being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever. Gal. iii. 7,264 1Jobny. 1. Johni.12. 2Cor. iii. 18. Titus 
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54. All infants dying in infancy, and all persons who 
have never had the faculty of reason, are regenerated 
and saved. 

ADOPTION. 


55. All those who are regenerated, and are thus 
changed into the image of his Son, God the Father is 
pleased to make partakers of the grace of adoption, by 
which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the 
liberties and privileges, of the children of God; have his 
name put upon them; receive the Spirit of adoption; 
have access to the throne of grace with boldness; are 
enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, protected, pro- 
vided for, and chastened by him, as by a father, yet 
never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption, and 
oka the promises as heirs of everlasting salvation. 


54. Luke xviii. 15, 16: And they brought unto him also in- 
tants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, 
they rebuked them. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, 
Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for 
of such is the kingdom of God. Acts ii. 88, 89: Then Peter said 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of youin thename 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall mee John iii. 8. 

55. Hph.i. 5: Having predestinated us unto the adoptiae of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleas- 
ure of his will. Gal. iv. 4-6: But when the fullness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father. Rom. viii. 15-17: For ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness 
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SANCTIFICATION. 


56. Sanctification is a doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, 
and it is the duty and privilege of believers to avail 
themselves of its inestimable benefits, as taught in the 
word of God. A state of sinless perfection in this life is 
not authorized by the Scriptures, and is a dogma of dan- 
gerous tendency. 


with our spirit, that weare the children of God: and if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. Ps 
cili. 13; Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fearhim. Mal. iii.17: And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I 
will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 
“ Matt. vi. 80,82. 1 Pet. v. 7. Heb. xii. 6: For whom the Lord. 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom hereceiveth. 
Lam. iii. 81. Eph. iv. 30: And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. Eph. i. 13. 
Heb. vi. 12. Gal. iii. 29. 1 Pet.i.4. Heb. i. 14. 

56. 2 Thess. ii. 138: But we are bound to give thanks always to 
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 1 Pet. i. 2: Electaccord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctifica- 
tion of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Heb. ix. 
13, 14: For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh ;how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience f rom dead works to serve the living God? 2 Cor. vi. 
16-18. Ps. iv. 3: But know that the Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself: the Lord will hear when I call unto him. 1 
Thess. v. 23. Hph. v. 26, 27. 2Cor. vii.1: Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filth- 
iness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
Rom. vi. 22. 1Cor. vi.11. 1 Thess. v. 23. Phil. iii. 12. 
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GROWTH IN GRACE. 


57. Growth in grace is secured by personal consecra- 
tion to the service of God, regular attention to the means 
of grace, the reading of the Holy Scriptures, prayer, the 
ministrations of the sanctuary, and all known Christian 
duties. By such means the believer’s faith is much in- 
creased, his tendency to sin weakened, the lusts of the 
flesh mortified, and he more and more strengthened in 
all saving graces, and in the practice of holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord. 


Goop Works. 


58. Good works are such only as God has commanded 


57. 2 Pet. iii. 18: But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour JesusChrist. To him be glory both now 
andforever. Amen. 2Cor. vi. 17: Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you. Ps.iv.3. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
John vy. 39. 2 Cor. xiii. 7: Now Ipray to God that ye do no eyil; 
not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that 
which is honest, though we be asreprobates. Phil. iii. 9-11: And 
be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made comformable unto his death; if by any meansI might 
attain unto the resurrection of thedead. Col. i. 9: For this cause 
we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and todesire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
willin all wisdom and spiritual understanding. 1 Thess. v. 17, 23. 
Heb. x. 25. Actsii. 42. Acts xiii. 42. Acts xvi. 18. Acts xviii. 4. 
Heb. vi.12. 2Pet.i.5,10. Col. i.11. Eph. iii.16. Mark iv. 28, 31, 
®. 1 Pet. it 2 

58, Bir '7i. 8: He hath shewed thee,O man, what is good; 
6nd wkav uvun the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to 
leve mercy, andto walk humbly with thy God? Rom. xii. 2: 
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in his word, and not such as may be devised by men out 
of blind zeal, or any pretense of good intention. 

59. Those who, in their obedience and love, attain 
the greatest height in this life, still fall short of that 
perfection which the Divine law requires; yet their 
good works are accepted of God, who, looking upon 
them in his Son, is pleased to accept and reward that 
which is sincere, although accompanied with many weak- 
nesses and imperfections. 


PRESERVATION OF BELIEVERS. 

60. Those whom God has justified, he will also glo- 
rify; consequently, the truly regenerated soul will not 
totally fall away from a state of grace, but will be pre- 
served to everlasting life. 


And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what isthat good, 
and acceptable, and perfect will of God. Heb. xiii. 21. Matt. xv. 
9: Butin vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
* commandments of men. John xvi. 2. 

59, Luke xvii. 10: Solikewiseye, when ye shall have done all 
those things which are commanded you, say, Weare unprofitable 
servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. Job ix. 
2,3: Iknowitiss> of a truth: but how should man be just with 
God? Ife will contend with him, hecannot answer him one of 
athousand. Gal. v.17. Eph.i.6. 1 Pet. ii.5. Heb. xi.4. 2Cor. 
viii. 12: For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 
Heb. vi. 10: For Godis not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye 
have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

6O, Ps. xxxvii. 28: For the Lord loveth judgment, and for- 
saketh not his saints; they are preserved forever: but the seed of 
the wicked shall be cut off. Rom. viii. 38,39: For lam persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, mor height, nor 
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61. The preservation of believers depends on the un- 
changeable love and power of God, the merits, advocacy, 
and intercession of Jesus Christ, the abiding of the Holy 
Spirit and seed of God within them, and the nature of 
the Covenant of Grace. Nevertheless, true believers, 
through the temptations of Satan, the world, and the 
flesh, and the neglect of the means of grace, may fall 
into sin, incur God’s displeasure, and grieve the Holy 
Spirit, and thus be deprived of some measure of their 
graces and comforts, and have their consciences 
wounded; but the Christian will never rest satisfied 
therein. 


depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which isin Christ Jesus our Lord. John iii. 16. 
John y. 24: Verily, verily, Isay unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not comeinto condemnation; butis passed from death 
untolife. John x. 28, 29: AndI give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shallany man pluck them out of 
my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 

61. 2Tim.ii.19. Jer. xxxi.3: The Lord hath appeared of old 
unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 1 Pet. i. 5: 
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 1 John ii. 1: My little 
children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. Rom. y.10: For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son;;much more 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. Col. iii. 3: For ye 
are dead, and your lifeis hid with Christ in God. Heb. vii. 25. 
Heb. x. 10,14. John xiv. 16,17. 1Johniii.9. Jer. xxxii. 40. John 
xvii. 9,21, 22. 2Sam. xii, 13,14: And David said unto Nathan, I 
have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, 
The Lord also hath putaway thy sin ; thoushalt not die. Howbeit, 


\ 
\ 


\ 
\ 
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CHRISTIAN ASSURANCE. 


62. Those who truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and love him in sincerity, endeavoring to walk in all 
good conscience before him, may, in this life, be cer- 


\ tainly assured that they are in a state of grace, and may 


rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which hope 
shall never make them ashamed. 

63. This assurance is founded upon the Divine prom- 
ises, the consciousness of peace with God, the testimony 
of the Holy Spirit witnessing with their spirits that they 
are the children of God, and is the earnest of their in- 
heritance. 


because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the ene- 


-tmnies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto 


thee shall surely die. Rev. iii. 4. Luke xxii. 31-34. 

o2, 1 Johnii.3: And hereby we do know that we know him, 
if wekeep his commandments. 1 John v. 13: These things havel 
written untoyou that believe on the name of the Son of God; that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe 
on the name of the Son of God. Rom. v. 2,5: By whom also we 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice 
inhope of the glory of God. And hope maketh not ashamed ; 
because the love of Godis shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us. 2Cor. v. 1, 6. 

68. Heb. vi. 17, 18: Wherein God, willing more abundantly to 
shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, 
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might havea strong consola- 
tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set be- 
foreus. 2Pet.i. 4,5,10,11: Whereby aregiven unto us exceed- 
ing great and precious promises; that by these ye might be par- 
takers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
igin the world through lust. And besides this, giving all dil- 
igence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue, knowledge. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 
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64. This comfortable assurance of salvation is not an 
invariable accompaniment of faith in Christ; hence the 
believer may have many sore conflicts before he is made 
a partaker of it; yet he may, by the right use of the 
means of grace—through the agency of the Holy Spirit 
—attain thereunto; therefore, it is the duty of every one 
to give diligence to make his calling and election sure. 

65. As this assurance may be very much strength- 
ened by full consecration to God and fidelity in his 
service, so it may be weakened by worldly-mindedness 
and negligence in Christian duty, which result in dark- 
ness and in doubt; yet true believers have the promise 
of God that he will never leave nor forsake them. 


never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 1 John iii. 14: We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death. 1Johnii.8. 2Cor. i. 12. Rom. 
viii. 15,16: For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
ery, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God. Eph. i. 13, 14. 

64, 1 Johny. 13. 1 Cor. ii. 12: Now we have received, not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God. 1 John iv. 
13. Heb. vi. 11,12: And we desire that every one of you do shew 
the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 
that ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises. 2Pet.i.10. Rom. vy. 5: And 
hope maketh not ashamed ; because the love of God is shed abroad. 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost whichis given unto us. Rom. 
xiv. 17. Rom. xv.13. Ps. cxix. 82. 2-Pet.i. 10. 

65. Ps. li. 8,12, 14: Make me to hear joy and gladness; that 
the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free Spirit. 
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: 


\ 


\ 
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Tue Law or Gon. 
- 66.. The moral law is the rule of duty growing imme- 
diately out of the relations of rational creatures to their 
Creator and to each other. These relations being the 
product of the Divine purpose, the law has its ultimate 
source in the will of the Creator. 

67. This law is of universal-and perpetual obligation, 
and is written primarily upon the hearts of all account- 
able beings. It was sufficiently known to Adam to 
enable him to-know and do the will of God, and thus, 
by the righteousness of works, secure eternal life. 


and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. Eph. iv. 
30: And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption. Johniii. 20. Job xiii. 15: Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own 
ways before him. Micah vii. 7-9. 

66... Matt. xxii. 37: Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with ali thy soul, and with 
allthy mind. Ex. xx. 1,2: And God spake all these words, say- 
ing, lam the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Eph. vi. 1, 4, 5,9: 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. And, 
ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
upinthe nurture and admonition ofthe Lord. Servants, be 
obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, 
with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto 
Christ. And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbear- 
ing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; 
neither is there respect of persons with him. Eph. vy. 22, 25. 


‘Titusiii. 1. Heb. xiii. % Isa. xlvi.10. Ps. xxxiii.11: The counsel 


of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all 


. generations. Ps. cv. 3. 


67. Gen. i. 26: And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
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68. After Adam’s fall, and that of his posterity 
through him, a written form of the law became neces- 
sary. This was given in the Decalogue, or Ten Com- 
mandments, a summary of which is given in these 
words: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself. 

69. This law is not set aside, but rather established, 
by the gospel, which is the Divine expedient by which 
sinners are saved, and the end of the law fully met. It 
accordingly remains in full force as the rule of conduct. 
It must not, therefore, be confounded with the ceremo- 
nial law, which was abolished under the New Testament 
dispensation. 


upontheearth. Gen. ii. 17: But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat ofit: forin the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Rom.i. 18, 19. Rom. ii. 14, 
15: For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a 
law unto themselves: which shew the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhileaccusing or else excusing one another. 
Rom. x. 5: For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of 
the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by 
them. John ii. 9. 

68. Rom. vy. 12,19: Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that allhave sinned. For as by one man’sdisobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous. Ex. xx.1-17. Mark xii. 30: And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: thisis the first com- 
mandment. 

69. Matt. v.17, 18: Think not that I am come to destroy the 
‘law, or the prophets: Iam not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
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70. The penalties of this law are the natural and sub- 
jective sequences of transgression, and, unless set aside 
by the provisions of the gospel, must of necessity be 
eternal; and such are they declared to be by the Holy 
Scriptures. These moral retributions must be distin- 
guished from judicial punishments, which are arbitrary, 
objective, and temporary, and are always inflicted, as 
occasion may require, for administrative purposes. 


one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Gal. iii. 21, 24: Is the law then against the promises of God? God 
forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given 
life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. Wherefore 
the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. Rom. iii. 24, 25, 31. Rom. vi. 15. Rom. 
xiii. 8,9: Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, thou shalt 
not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if 
there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

70. Gen. ii. 17. Rom. vi. 23: For the wages of sinisdeath; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rom. viii. 6: For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spir- 
itually minded is life and peace. Johniii. 36: He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
Matt. xxv. 46. John v. 29. Rev. xiv. 11. Luke xvi. 24. 1 Pet. iii. 
19, 20: By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by 
water. Jude 7% Gen. vi. 7.. Gen. xix. 24, 25: Then the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from 
the Lord out of heaven; and he overthrew those cities, and all 
the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon theground. Acts xii. 23:'And immediately the angel 
of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and 
hewas eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 


71. The liberty that Christ has secured to believers 
under the gospel consists in freedom from the guilt and 
penal consequences of sin, in their free access to God, 
and in their yielding obedience to him, not from a 
slavish fear, but from a cheerful and confiding love. 

72. God, who alone is Lord of the conscience, has left 
it free, in matters of faith and worship, from such opin- 
ions and commandments of men as may be contrary to 
his word. 

73. Those who, upon pretense of Christian liberty, 
practice*any sin, or cherish any lust, do thereby destroy 
the end of Christian liberty, which is, that being deliv- 
ered from the dominion of sin, we may serve the Lord 
without fear in righteousness all our days. 


71. Titus ii. 14: Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from alliniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. Gal. i. 4: Who gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according 
to the will of God and our Father. Gal. iii. 13: Christ hath re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 
for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 
Rom. viii. 14,15. 1 John iv. 18: There is no fear in love; but per- 
fect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love. John xiv. 21. 

72. Rom. xiv.4: Whoart thou that judgest another man’s 
servant ? to his own master he standeth or falleth; yea, he shall 
pbeholdenup: for God is able to make him stand. Acts iv. 19: 
But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be 
right in the sight of God tohearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye. Acts v. 29: Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, we ought to obey God rather than men. 

73. Gal. v. 13: For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty ; 
only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another. 1 Pet. ii. 16: As free, and not using your liberty 
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74. Those who, upon a similar pretense,-shall oppose 
the proper exercise of any lawful authority, whether 
civil or ecclesiastical, and thereby resist the ordinance 
of God, may lawfully be called to account, and be sub- 
jected to the censures of the Church. 


ReEticious Worsuip. 


75. Religious worship is to be rendered to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to him alone; not to 
angels, saints, or any other creature; and, since the fall, 
this worship is acceptable only through the mediation of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


for a cloak of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 2 Pet. ii. 
19. John vii. 34, 

74. 1 Pet. ii. 13,14: Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 
or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them fhat do well. 
Heb. xiii. 17: Obey them that have therule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable for you. 1 Cor. v.1,5,11,13. 2 Thess. iii. 14: 
And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 

75. John v. 23: That all men should honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which hath sent him. Col. ii. 18: Let no man be 
guile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshiping 
of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. 2 Cor. xiii. 14: The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost, be with youall. Amen, Rev. xix.10. Rom.i. 
25: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshiped and 
served the creature more than the creator, who is blessed for- 
ever. Amen. John xiy. 6: Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. 1 Tim. ii.5. Eph. ii. 18. 
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76. Prayer with thanksgiving, being one special part 
of religious worship, is required of all men; and, by 
the help of the Holy Spirit, is made efficacious through 
Christ, when offered according to his will. Prayer is to 
be made for things lawful, and for the living, but not 
for the dead. 

77. The reading of the Holy Scriptures, attendance 
upon the ministrations of the word, the use of psalms 
and sacred songs, the proper observance of the Chris- 
tian sacraments, visiting the sick, contributing to the 
relief of the poor, and the support and spread of the 
gospel, are all proper acts of religious worship. Reli- 
gious vows, solemn fastings, and thanksgivings, are also 
acts of religious worship, and are of much benefit when 
properly performed. 


76. Phil. iv. 6: Becareful for nothing; but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving les your requests be 
made known unto God. Ps. lxy.2. John xiv. 138, 14. And whatgo- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that willI do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, I 
willdoit. Rom. viii. 26: Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
firmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 1 John y. 14: And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to 
his will, he heareth us. 1 Tim. ii.1, 2. 2Sam. xii. 21-23. 

77. John v.89: Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
haveeternal life: and they are they which testify of me. Acts xvii. 
11: These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the Scriptures daily, whether those things wereso. Luke xxiv. 
27, 32, 45. Col. iii. 16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with gracein your hearts 
tothe Lord. Luke xxii. 19: And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 
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78. God is to be worshiped in spirit and in truth, in 
secret, in private families daily, and in the public as- 
sembly. 

SABBATH-DAY. 


79. God has been pleased to appoint one day in seven 
to be kept holy unto him, which, from the beginning 
of the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the 
last day of the week; and, after the resurrection of 
Christ, was changed unto the first day of the week, 
which in the Scriptures is called the Lord’s-day. 


is given for you: this doin remembrance of me. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
Josh. i. 17. Matt. xxv. 22, 23. 2 Cor. ix.7. Deut. xv.10. Deut. 
xxy. 4. 1 Cor. ix. 14: Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. Prov. iii. 9: 
Acts xviii. 18. Joel ii. 12: Therefore also now, saith the Lord, 
turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning. Matt. ix. 15. 

78. Johniv. 23, 24: But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship him. GodisaSpirit: and 
they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Job i.6. 2 Sam. vi. 18, 20. Matt. vi. 6, 11: But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward the openly. Give us 
this day our daily bread. Heb. x.25: Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
Acts ii. 42. 

79. Ex. xx. 8-11: Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: init thou shalt not doany 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: where 


4 : 


‘and continued his speech until midnight. 
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80. The Sabbath is kept holy unto the Lord by rest- 
ing from employments and recreations of a secular char- 
acter, by the public and private worship of God, and by 
works of necessity and mercy. 


LawFuL OATHS AND Vows. \ 


81. The name-of God only is that by which) men 
ought to swear, and thereinit is to be used with all 
reverence; therefore, to swear vainly or rashly by that 
glorious dnd dreadful’ ndme, or to swear at all by any 
other thing, is sinful.’ Yet, an oath is warranted by 
the word of /God, under the New Testament as well as 
under the Old, when imposed by lawful authority. 


ghre the Lord blessed) the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. Isa. lvi. 

,4. Gen. ii. 3. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2: Now concerning the collection 
for the saints, as I have given order to the churches’ of Galatia, 
even sodo ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there 
be no gatherings whenIcome. Acts xx. 7: And upon the first 
day of the week, when the disciples eame together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; 

Rev-i. 10. 

- 8O. Ex. xvi. 2), 30: See, for that theLord hath given you, the 


abbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of 


two days: abide ye every man in his place let no man go owt of 
his placeon the seventh day. So the cae rested on the seventh 
day. Bx. xxxi. 15, 16; Six days may wotk be done; but in the 
seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth 
any work in the sabbath day,he shall surely be put to death. 
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to ob- | 
serve the sabbath throughout their generations, for a, $ potual / 
covenant. Matt. xii. 1-8. | A / 
81. Deut. vi. 18. Jer..v.7: How shall’ I pardon. the for this? 
thy children have forsaken me, and sworn iy them that are-no 
gods: when [had fed them to'the full, they then committed adul- 
tery, and assembled themselves by as in the  gpeaiam 
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82. Whosoever takes an oath ought duly to consider 
the weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to 
avouch nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the 
truth. Neither may a man bind himself by oath to any 
thing but what is good and just, or what he believes so 
to be, and what he is able and resolved to perform. 

83. An oath is to be taken in the plain and common 
sense of the words, without equivocation or mental 
reservation. It cannot oblige to sin; but in any thing 
not sinful, being taken, it binds to performance, although 
to a man’s own hurt. 

84. A vow is of a like nature with an oath, and ought 
to be made with the like religious care, and to be per- 


James yv. 12: But above all things, my brethren, swear not, 
neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other 
oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall 
into condemnation. Heb. vi.16: For men verily swear by the 
greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all 
strife. 1 Kings viii. 31. 

- 82. Jer. iv. 2: And thou shalt swear, the Lord liveth, in truth, 
in judgment, and in righteousness; and the nations shall bless 
themselves in him, and in him shall they glory. Gen. xxiv. 2, 8: 
And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of hishouse, that ruled 
over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh: 
and I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God of heaven, and 
the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my son 
of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell. Neh. 
v. 12. 

88. Ps. xxiv. 4: He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; 
who hath not lifted up hissoul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 
Jer. xlii. Ps. xv. 4: In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; 
but he honoreth them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to 
his own hurt, and changeth not. 

84. Isa. xix. 21: And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and 
the Egyptians shall know the Lord in that day, and shall do sac- 
rifice and oblation ; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and 
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formed with the like faithfulness. No man may vow to 
do any thing forbidden in the word of God, or what 
would hinder any duty therein commanded, or which is 
not in his own power, and for the performance whereof 
he has. no promise or ability from’ God. 


Civit GovERNMENT. 


85. God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the 
world, has ordained civil officers to be under him over 
the people, for his own glory and the public good; and, 
to this end, has armed them with power for the defense 
of the innocent and the punishment of evil-doers. 

86. It is lawful for Christians to accept civil offices 
when called thereunto, in the management whereof they 
ought especially to maintain piety, justice, and peace, 


performit. Hec.v. 4,5: When thou vowest a vow unto God, 
defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that 
which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, 
than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Ps. lxvi. 13,14. Acts 
xxiii. 12: And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded to- 
gether, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they 
would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. Mark vi. 
26. 
85. Rom. xiii. 1, 3, 4: Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there isno power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God. For rulers are nota terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do 
that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: for 
he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for 
he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 

86. Prov. viii. 15, 16. Ps. Ixxxii. 3, 4: Defend the poor and 
fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver the 
poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 2Sam. 
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according to the wholesome laws of each Common- 
wealth. S 

87. Civil officers may not assume to themselves the 
administration of the word and the sacraments, or in the 
least interfere in matters of faith; yet it is their duty to 
protect the Church of our common Lord, without giving 
preference to any denomination of Christians. And, as 
Jesus Christ has appointed a government and discipline 
in his Church, no law of. any Commonwealth should 
interfere therewith, but should provide that all religious 
and ecclesiastical assemblies shall he held without 
molestation or disturbance. 

88. It is the duty of the people to pray for magis- 
trates, to obey their lawful commands, and to be subject 
to their authority for conscience’ sake. 


xxiii. 8: The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, 
He that ruleth over men must be juSt, ruling in the fear of God. 
Luke iii. 14. Acts x.1,2. Rom. xiii. 4. 
87. 2 Chron. xxvi. 18: And they withstood Uzziah the king, 
- and said unto him, it appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn 
incense unto the Lord, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that 
are consecrated to burn incense: go out of the sanctuary; for 
+hou hast trespassed; neither shall it be for thine honor from the 
Lord God, 1 Cor. iv. 1,2: Let amansso account of us, as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteriesof God. More- 
over it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
John xviii. 35: Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: 
If my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my king- 
dom not from hence. Mal. ii. 7: For the priest’s lips should keep 
_ knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is 
the messenger of the Lord of hosts. Isa. lix. 21. Ps. ev. 15. 2 
Sam. xxiii. 3. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
88. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2: I exhort, therefore, that, first of all, isewpll- 
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
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MARRIAGE AND. DIVORCE. 


89. Marriage is to be between one man and one 
woman; neither is it lawful for any man to have more 
than one wife, nor for any woman to have more tfan 
one husband, at the same time. 

90. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help of 
husband and wife, and for the benefit of the human 
race. 

91. Marriages ought not to be within the degrees of 
consanguinity or affinity forbidden in the word of God, 
nor can such marriages be justified by any human law. 

92. The marriage relation should not be dissolved for 


all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 
1 Pet. ii. 17: Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honor the king. Rom. xiii. 5-7. Titusiii. 1: Put them in mind 
to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, 
to be ready to every good work. 

89, 1Cor. vii. 2: Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every 
man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own hus- 
band. Mark x. 6-9: But from the beginning of the creation God 
made them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and they twain 
shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. ; 

90. Gen. ii. 18: And the Lord God said, It is not good that the 
man should-be alone; I will make hima help meetfor him. 1 Cor. 
vii. 29. 

91. 1 Cor. v. i: It is reported commonly that there is fornica- 
tion among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named 

among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. 
Mark vi. 18. 

92. Matt. i. 18-20. Matt. v. 81, 82: It] ath been said, Whdadever 

shall put away his wife. let him give her a writing of ‘divorce- 


“CONFESSION OF FAITH. 55 


any cause not justified by the teachings of the word 
of God, and any immorality in relation to its Geclaos 
is cognizable by the Church-courts. 


THE CHURCH. 


93. The universal Church, which is invisible, consists 
‘of all those who have become children of God by faith, 
and joint-heirs with Christ, who is the head thereof. 

94. The visible Church consists of those who hold to 
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity in respect to 
matters of faith and morals, and have entered into 
formal covenant with God and some organized body of 


ment: but I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his 
wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit 

adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced com: 

mitteth adultery. Matt. xix. 9. Rom. vii. 2,3: For the woman which 

hath s husand is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of 

her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be mar- 

ried to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 
husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no 

adulteress, though she be married to another man. 1 Cor. vii.1& 

93. Eph. i. 19, 22, 23: That in the dispensation of the fullness 
of times he might gather.together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: and 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him that filleth allinall. Col. i. 18: And he is the head of the body, 
the church: whois the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
That in all things he might have the preeminence. Eph. v. 23, 27, 
32. 

94. 1Cor.i. 2: Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with 
all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both theirs and ours. 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13: For as the body is 
one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
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Christians for the maintenance of religious worship. 
The children of such are included in the covenant rela- 
tions of their parents, and are properly under the special 
care of the Church. 

95. Unto this visible Church Christ has given the 
ministry, the word, and the ordinances for its edifica- 
tion, and, by his own presence in spirit, makes them 
effectual thereunto. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only 
head of his ‘Church on earth. 


CHRISTIAN (COMMUNION. 


96. All those united to Christ by faith have fellow- 
ship with him, and, being united to one another in love, 


body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one 
: Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews.or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit. Ps.ii.8. Gen. xvii. 7. Acts ii. 39: For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and toall thatare afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Rom. xi. 16: 
For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the 
root be holy, so are the branches. Gal. iii. 7,9,14. Prov. xxii. 6. 

95. Eph. iv. 11-13. Isa. lix. 21: As for me, this is my covenant 
with them, saith the Lord; My spirit that is upon thee, and my 
words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart-out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed’s seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 
Matt. xxviti. 19, 20: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Fat',\er,and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to oserve all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, Iam with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen. Col. i.18: And he is the head of 
the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
Eph. i. 22. 

96, 1 Johni. 3: That which we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
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have communion one with another, and are required 
to bear one another’s burdens, and ‘so fulfill the law of 
Christ. 

97. While it is required of all Christians to live in 
fellowship, it is the especial duty of those belonging to 
the same denomination; and also to co-operate in sus- 
taining public worship, and whatever measures are ad- 
judged best for the spiritual interests of the Church 

and the glory of God. 


THE SACRAMENTS. 


98. As under the Old Testament dispensation two 
Sacraments were ordained, Circumcision and the Pass- 


‘truly our fellowship is with the Father,and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. Eph. iii. 16,17: That he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in theinner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith. Johni. 16: And of his fullness have all we received, and 
grace for grace. Phil. iii.10. Eph. iv.15,16, 1'Thess.y. 11, 14. 

97. Heb. x. 24, 25: And let us consider one another ‘to provoke 
unto loveandto.good-works: not forsaking theassembling of our- 
selves together, :as the manner of some is; but exhorting one an- 
other: and so mtch the more, as ye see the day:approaching. 
- Acts ii. 42,46: And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and‘in prayers. 
And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and:singleness of heart. 1 John iii. 17: But whoso hath 
this world's good, and ‘seeth his brother haye need, and shutteth 
up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
Godinhim? Gen xxviii. 22: And this stone, which I have set for 
a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me 
Iwill surely give the tenth unto thee. Num. xviii.21. 2 Chron. 
xxxi. 4,5, Neh. xiii.10-12. 

98. Luke xxii. 19, 20: And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 
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over; so, under the New, there are but two—that is to 
say, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 


Baptism. 


99. Water-baptism is a sacrament of the New Testa- 
‘ment, ordained by Jesus Christ as a sign or symbol of 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and as the seal of the 
Covenant of Grace. 

100. The outward element to be used in this sacra- 


is given for you: thisdoin remembrance of me. Likewise also 
the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood, which is shed for you. 1 Cor. xi. 23-26: For I have re- 
ceived of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the 
Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took tread: 
and when hehad given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body, which is broken for you: thisdoin remembrance 
ofme. After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s 
death tillhecome. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 

99. Matt. iii. 11: [indeed baptize you with water unto repent- 
ance: but he that cometh after me is mightier thanI, whose shoes 
Iam not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire. John iii.5: Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 
Isay unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Titusiii. 5. Rom. iy. 
11: And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the right- 
eousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that 
he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be 
not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto 
them also. Gen. xvii. 10. 

100, Actsx. 47: Can any man forbid water, that these should 
not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as 
we? Acts viii. 36,388. Matt. xxviii. 19: Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father. and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
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ment is water, wherewith the party is to be baptized 
into the name of the Father, and of the-Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, by an ordained minister of the gospel. 

101. Baptism is rightly administered by pouring or 
sprinkling water upon the person, yet the validity of 
this sacrament does not depend upon any particular 
mode of administration. 

102. The proper subjects of water-baptism are be- 
lieving adults; also infants, one or both of whose parents 
or guardians are believers. 

103. There is no saving efficacy in water-baptism,. yet 


101, Acts ii. 41: Then they that gladly received his words 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls. Acts xvi. 33: And he took them the 
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was bap: 
tized, he and all his, straightway. Mark vii. 4. Luke xi. 38: And 
when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that he had not first 
washed before dinner. Heb. ix. 10,19-21. 1 Pet. iii. 21: The like 
figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us, (not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

102. Actsx. 47, 48: Can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as 
wellas we? And hecommanded them to be baptized in thename 
of the Lord. Then prayed they him totarry certaindays. Matt. 
xxviii. 19: Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Gen. xvii. 7,9. Acts ii. 38,69: Then Petersaid untothem, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in thename of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as tho Lord our God shal) 
call. Acts xvi. 14, 15,33. 1 Cor. i. 16: And I baptized also the 
household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized 


any other. 
108. Acts viii. 13, 23: Then Simon himself believed also and 
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it is a duty of ‘all believers to confess Christ in this 
solemn ordinance, and it is also the duty of all believing 
parents to consecrate their children to God in baptism. 


Tue Lorp’s SUPPER. 


“104. The sacrament, commonly called the Lord’s 
Supper, was instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
‘close of his last passover supper, as a perpetual remem- 
‘brancer of his passion and death on the cross, by which 
sacrifice of himself he was made the propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world. 


-when he was baptized, hé continued with Philip, and wondered, 
beholding the miracles and signs which were done. For I rer- 
ceive thatthou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond 
ofiniquity. Luke xxiii. 43. Rom. iv. 10, 11: How was it then 
reckoned ? when he wasin circumcision, or in uncircumcision? 
Notin circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received 
‘the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
‘which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the 
father of all them that believe, though they be not cireumcised; 
that righteousness might be imputed unto them also. Rom. ii. 
26-29: Therefore, if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of 
the law, shallnothisuncircumcision be counted for circumcision ? 
_And shall not uncireumcision whichis by nature, if it fulfill the 
‘law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost trans- 
gress the law? Forhe is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; 
neither is that cireumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but 
-he isa Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of 
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; whose praise is not 
of men, but of God. Gen. xvii. 10, 27. 

104. Luke xxii. 19, 20: And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 
is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also 
the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood, whichis shed for you. 1 Cor. xi. 23-26. Heb. vii. 23, 24, 
27: And they truly were many priests, because they were not 
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- 105. In this sacrament no sacrifice of any kind is 
offered for sin, but the one perfect offering of Christ. 
as a sufficient sacrifice is set forth and commemorated 
by appropriate symbols. These symbols are bread and 
wine, which, though figuratively called the body and 
blood of Christ, nevertheless remain, after consecration, 
literal bread and wine, and give no countenance to the 
doctrines of consubstantiation and transubstantiation. 

106. As in this sacrament the communicants have 
visibly set before them symbols of the Saviour’s passion, 
they should not approach the holy: communion without 
' due self-examination, reverence, humility, and gratitude. 


suffered to continue by reason of death: but this man, because he 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Who needeth 
not daily, az those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his 
own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once when he 
offered up himself, Heb. x.11, 12,14,18. Rom. iii. 25. 1 John ii. 
2,4,10: And heis the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, butalso for the sings of the whole world. He that saith, I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments, isa liar, and the 
truth is notin him. Hethat loveth his brother abideth in the 
light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 

105. Heb. x. 11, 12, 14, 18: And ‘every priest standeth daily 
ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sihs: but this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; for 
by one offering he hath perfected for.ever them that. are sanc- 
tified. Now where remission of these is, there is no more offer- 
ingforsin. Luke xxii. 19, 20. Acts iii. 21. Luke xxiv.6, 39: He 
isnot here, butis risen: remember how he spake unto you when 
he was yet in Galilee. Behold my hands.and my feet, that it is [ 
myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath noi flesh and bones, 
as yesee me have. 

106. 1 Cor. v.7,8: Purge out therefore the old leaven, that 
yemay be anew lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keen the feast, 
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107. All who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and in 
truth should, on all suitable occasions, express their de- 
votion to him by the use of the symbols of his death. 
But none who have not faith to discern the Lord’s body 
should partake of his holy communion. 


CuurcH AUTHORITY. 


108. The Lord Jesus, as king and head of his Church, 
has therein appointed a government intrusted to Church- 
officers, distinct from the civil government. 


not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 1 
Cor. x. 16: The cup of blessing which we bless, isit not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? 1 Cor. xi. 28: But let 
2@ Man examine himself, andso let him eat of that bread, and 
‘drink of that cup. 

107. 1 Cor. v. 6, 7, 8,13. 1Cor.x. 21: Ye cannot drink the cup 
-of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord’s table, and of the table of devils. 1 Cor. xi. 27,29: Where- 
fore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 
2Cor. vi. 14-16. 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14, 15: Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of us. Andifany man obey 
not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company 
with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an 
enemy, butadmonish him asabrother. Ex. xii. 14. 

108. Isa. ix. 6,7: For unto usa child is born, unto us a son ig 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
Theeverlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
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109. By Divine appointment the officers of the visible 
Church have the power to admit members into its com- 
munion, to admonish, suspend, or expel the disorderly 
and to restore those who, in the judgment of charity, 
have repented of their sins. 


CuurcH Courts. 


110. Church-government implies the existence of 
Church-courts, invested with legislative, judicial, and 
executive authority; and the Scriptures recognize such 
institutions, some of subordinate and some of superior 


The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this: John xviii. 36: 
Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered tothe Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 1 Tim. v. 17: Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honor, especially they who labor in the world and doc- 
trine. 1 Thess. y.12. 1 Cor. xii.28. Ps. ii. 6-9. 
- 109. Actsii. 41: Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls. Actsv.14. 1 Thess. v. 12: And we beseech 
you, brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are 
- over youin the Lord, and admonish you. 2 Thess. iii. 6, 14, 15. 
Matt. xviii. 15-17: Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
_thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not 
thear thee, then take with thee one or two more, thatin the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And 
if he shall neglect to hear them, tellit untothe church: butif he 
neglect tohear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
ammanandapublican. 1 Tim. v. 20. 

11O. Acts xv. 2, 4, 6, 22, 23, 25: When therefore Paul and Barna- 
bas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they 
determine 1 that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 

_ should go up toJerusalem unto the apostles and elders about 
this question. And when they were come to Jerusalem, they 
were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and 


64 CONFESSION OF FAITH. 


authority, each having its own particular sphere of 
duties and privileges in reference to matters ministerial 
and ecclesiastical, yet all subordinate to the same general’ 
design. 

111. It is the prerogative of these courts, ministerially, 
to determine controversies of faith and questions of 
morals, to set down rules and directions for the better 
ordering of the public worship of God and government 
of his Church, to recetve complaints in cases of malad- 
ministration, and authoritatively to determine the same, 
which determinations are to be received with reverence 
and submission. , 


DEATH AND THE RESURRECTION. 
112. The bodies. of men, after death, return to dust; 


they declared all things that God had done with them. And the 
apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter. 
Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, — 
chief men among the brethren: and they wrote lotters by them 
after this manner: The apostles and elders and brethren send 
greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch 
and Syria and Cilicia: it seemed good unto us, being assembled 
with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul. 

Ill. Acts xvi. 4: And asthey went through the cities, they de- 
livered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the 
apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. 1Tim.iv.14: Neg- 
lect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy,, 
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Acts xiv. 23: 
And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and 
had prayed with fasting they commended them to the Lord, on 
whom they believed. Actsxx.17. 1 Tim. v. 17: Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they 
who labor in the word and doctrine. Titusi.5. James v. 14. 

112. Gen. iii. 19: In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
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but their spirits, being immortal, return to God who 
gave them. The spirits of the righteous are received 
into heaven, where they behold the face of God in light 
and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their 
bodies; and the spirits of the wicked are cast into hell, 
where they are reserved to the judgment of the great 
day. The Scriptures speak of no other place for de- 
parted spirits. 

113. At the resurrection, those who are alive shall 
not die, but be changed; and all the dead shall be 
raised up, spiritual and immortal, and spirits and bodies 
be reunited forever. There shall be a resurrection both 
of the just and the unjust: of the unjust to dishonor, 
and of the just unto honor; the bodies of the latter 
shall be fashioned like unto Christ’s glorious body. 


till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: 
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. Acts xiii. 36: 
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of 
God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw cor- 
ruption. Luke xxiii. 43: and Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 
unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with mein paradise. Ncc. xii. 7: 
Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit 
shall return unto God who gave it. Heb. xii. 23. Phil. i. 23. 2 
Cor. y. 1: For we know that, if our earthly house of this taberna- 
cle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made 
with hands, eternalin the heavens. 1 John iii. 2: Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall seehim asheis. Luke xvi. 23, 24. Matt. xxv. 
46. Jude 6, 7. 

113. 1 Thess. iv. 17: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 1 Cor. xv. 51, 
62: Behold, Ishew you a mystery; We shall not sleep, but we. 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at. 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
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THE JUDGMENT. 


114. God has appointed a day wherein he will judge 
the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ—to whom 
all power and judgment are given by the Father—in 
which not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but 
likewise all persons who have lived upon earth shall 
appear before the tribunal of Christ, and shall receive 
according to what they have done, whether good or 
evil. 

115. After the judgment, the wicked shall go away 
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life. 


‘be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. Acts xxiv. 15: 
And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and unjust. John vy. 28, 29, Phil. iii. 21. 

114, Acts xvii. 81: Because he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. John vy. 22, 
27: For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son: and hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of man. Jude 6. 2 Pet. ii. 
4: For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
reserved unto judgment. 2 Cor. v. 10: For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. Ecc. xii. 14: For God shall bring 
every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil. Rom. ii. 16. Rom. xiv. 10,12. Matt. 
xii. 36, 37. 

115. Matt. xxy. 46: And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. Rey. xiv. 11: 
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: 
and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and 
his image, and whosoever received the mark of hisname. Jude 7. 
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CATECHISM. 


1. What is the chief end of man? 

Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever. 

2. What rule has God given to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy him? 

The word of God, whiclris contained in the Scriptures 
of the Old and the New Testament, is the only infal- 
lible rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy 
him. 

8. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 

The Scriptures principally teach what man is to be- 
lieve concerning God, and what duty God requires of 
man. 

‘4. What is God? 

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in 
his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth. : 

5. Are there more gods than one? 

There is one only, the living and true God. 

6. How many persons are there in the Godhead? 

There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one 
God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

7%. What are the decrees of God? 
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The decrees of God are his wise and holy purposes to 
do what shall be for his glory. Sin not being for his 
glory, therefore he has not decreed it. 

8. How does God execute his decrees? 

God executes his decrees in the works of creation, 
providence, and grace. 

9. What is the work of creation? 

The work of creation is God’s making all things by 
the word of his power, and all very good. 

10. How did God create man? 

God created man, male and female, in uprightness and 
in his own image, endowed with all the attributes of 
moral agency. 

11. What are God’s works of providence? 

God’s works of providence are his preserving and so 
governing his creatures, and overruling their actions, as 
to manifest his wisdom, power, and goodness in promot- 
ing their welfare. 

12. What special act of providence did God exercise 
toward man in the estate wherein he was created? 

When God had created man, he entered into a cove- 
nant of life with him, upon condition of perfect obedi- 
ence, forbidding him to éat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil, upon pain of death. 

13. Did our first parents continue in the estate where- 
in they were created? 

Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their 
own will, felt from the estate wherein they were creel 
by sinning against God. 

14. What is sin? 

Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression 
of, the law of God. 
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15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell 
from the estate wherein they were created? 

The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate 
wherein they were created was their disobeying God’s 
command in eating the forbidden fruit. 

16. What effect did Adam’s sin have upon his pos- 
terity? 

Adam’s sin corrupted his moral nature and alienated 
him from God; and all mankind descending from him 
by ordinary generation inherit his corruption of nature, 
and become subject to sin and death. 

17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind? 

The fall brought mankind into a state of alienation 
from God, which is spiritual death. 

18. What does God require, that we may escape the 
punishment due for sin? 

To escape the punishment due for sin, God requires 
of us repentance toward him and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

19. What is repentance toward God? 

Repentance toward God is that exercise whereby the 
sinner, out of a true sense of his guilt, with grief and 
hatred of sin, turns from it. 

20. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 

Faith in Jesus Christ, the ability of which is of grace, 
is receiving and resting upon him alone for salvation as 
he is offered to us in the gospel. 

21. What are the evils of that estate into which 
mankind fell? 

Mankind, in consequence of the fall, have no com- 
munion with God, discern not spiritual things, prefer 
sin to holiness, suffer from the fear of death and re- 
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morse of conscience, and from the apprehension of 
future punishment. ; 

22. Did God leave mankind to perish in this estate? 

No; God, out of his mere good pleasure and love, did 
provide salvation for all mankind. 

23. How did God provide salvation for mankind? 

By giving his Son, who became mar., and so was and 
continues to be both God and man in one person, to be 
a propitiation for the sins of the world. 

24. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become 
man? 

Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to him- 
self a true body and a reasonable soul, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin 
Mary, yet without sin. 

25. What offices does Christ execute as our Re- 
deemer? 

Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the office of a 
prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of 
humiliation and exaltation. 

26. How does Christ execute the office of a prophet? 

Christ executes the office of a prophet in revealing to 
us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our sal- 
vation. 

27. How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 

Christ executes the office of a priest in having once 
offered himself a sacrifice for sin, in reconciling us to 
God, and in making continual intercessions for us. 

28. How does Christ execute the office of a king? 

Christ executes the office of a king in ruling and de- 
fending us, and in restraining and conquering all his 

and cur enemies. 
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29. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist? 

Christ’s humiliation consisted in his incarnation and 
the liabilities therewith connected, especially in his be- 
ing made a sin-offering for us, and in his death and— 
burial. 

30. Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation? 

Christ’s exaltation consists in his resurrection from 
the dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, 
in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in 
coming to judge the world at the last day. 

31. How do we become partakers of the redemption 
provided by Christ? 

We become partakers of the redemption provided by 
Christ through the application of it to us by the Holy 
Spirit. 

32. How does the Holy Spirit apply to us the re- 

demption provided by Christ? 
. The Holy Spirit applies to us the merits of Christ’s 
death by taking of the things that are Christ’s and 
showing them unto us, and thus enabling us to believe 
to the saving of our souls. 

33. What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to reprove the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; to regenerate, 
comfort, and guide those who trust in Christ. 

34. What benefits do those united to Christ derive 
from this union in this life? 

Those who are united to Christ are justified, regener- 
ated, adopted, sanctified, and enabled to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the truth. 

35. What is justification? 

Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he 
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pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his 
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to 
us, and received by faith alone. Z 

36. What is regeneration? 

Regeneration is such renewing of the heart by the 
Holy Spirit as constitutes us new creatures in Christ, 
and enables us to love and enjoy God. 

37. What is adoption? 

Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we 
are received into the number, and have a right to all 
the privileges, of the sons of God. 

38. What is growth in grace? 

To grow in grace is to increase in the knowledge of 
siiritual things, to come to a deeper consciousness of 
our moral frailties and of our need of God’s sustaining 
grace, by which alone we are enabled more faithfully to 
execute our vow of consecration, restrain our passions, 
and rejoice in the assurance that all things work’ to- 
gether for our ultimate good. 

39. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at 
their death? 

The spirits of believers are, at death, freed from all 
temptation, all occasion of sin and suffering, and pass 
immediately into glory. 

40. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at 
the resurrection? 

At the resurrection the spirits of believers are clothed 
upon with spiritual and incorruptible bodies, fashioned 
like unto Christ’s glorious body, and made perfectly 
blessed in the full enjoyment of God forever. 

41. What does God require of man? 

God requires of man obedience to his revealed will. 
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42. What rule of obedience did God reveal to man? 

The- moral law. 

43. Wherein is the moral law summarily compre- 
hended? 

The moral law is summarily comprehended in the Ten 
Commandments. 

44, What is the sum of the Ten Commandments? 

The sum of the Ten Commandments is to love the 
Lord our God with all our mind and heart, and our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

45. What is the preface to the Ten Commandments? 

The preface to the Ten Commandments is in these 
words: “I am the Lord thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage.” 

46. What does the preface to the Ten Commandments 
teach? 

The preface to the Ten Commandments teaches that 
because God is the Lord, and our God and Redeemer, 
therefore we are bound to keep all his commandments. 

47. Which is the first commandment? 

The first commandment is, Thou: shalt have no other 
gods before me. 

48. What is required in the first commandment? 

The first commandment requires us to acknowledge 
and worship the true God only. 

49. What is forbidden in the first commandment ? 

The first commandment forbids the worship of any 
other than the true God. 

50. What is specially taught by the words, “Before 
me,” in the first commandment? 

The words, “Before me,” in the first commandment, 
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teach that God is much displeased with the sin of having 
any other god. 

51. Which is the second commandment? _ 

The second commandment is, Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth. Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep 
my commandments. 

52. What is required in the second commandment ? 

The second commandment requires that the worship 
of God shall be maintained in its simplicity and purity. 

58. What is forbidden in the second commandment ? 

The second commandment forbids the worshiping of 
God by images, or in any other way not appointed in his 
word. 

54. What are the reasons annexed to the second com- 
mandment? 

The reasons annexed to the second commandment are, 
God’s sovereignty over us, his property in us, and his 
zeal for his own worship. 

55. Which is the third commandment? 

The third commandment is, Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

56. What is required in the third commandment? 

The third commandment requires the holy and rey- 
erend use of God’s name. 
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57. What is forbidden in the third commandment. 

The third commandment forbids all profanity or im- 
proper use of God’s name. 

58. What is the reason annexed to the third com- 
mandment ? 

The reason annexed to the third commandment is, 
that however the breakers of this commandment may 
escape punishment from men, yet the Lord our God will 
not suffer them to escape his righteous judgment. 

59. Which is the fourth commandment ? 

The fourth commandment is, Remember the Sabbath- 
day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do 
all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab- 
bath-day, and hallowed it. 

60. What is required in the fourth commandment? 

The fourth commandment requires one day out of 
seven to be kept as a holy Sabbath unto God. 

61. Which day of the seven has God appointed to be 
the Sabbath? 

God has been pleased to appoint one day in seven to 
be kept holy unto him, which, from the beginning of 
the world to the resurrection of Christ, was the last 
day of the week; and, after the resurrection of Christ 
was changed unto the first day of the week, which, ir 
the Scriptures, is called the Lord’s-day. 

62. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? 
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The Sabbath is to be sanctified by resting from em- 
ployments and recreations of a secular character, by the 
public and private worship of God, and by works of 
necessity and mercy. 

63. What is forbidden in the fourth commandment? 

The fourth commandment forbids the omission or 
careless performance of the duties required, and the 
profanation of the day by idleness, or by unnecessary 
thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly employ- 
ments and recreations. 

64. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth com- 
mandment? 

The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are 
God’s setting apart six days of the week for our own 
employments, his designating the seventh as the Sabbath 
of the Lord, his own example, and his blessing the Sab- 
bath-day. 

65. Which is the fifth commandment? 

The fifth commandment is, Honor thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

66. What is required in the fifth commandment? 

The fifth commandment requires children to honor 
their parents, and to obey them in all things lawful. 

67. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment? 

The fifth commandment forbids all kinds of dishonor 
and disobedience, in things lawful, toward parents. 

68. What is the reason annexed to the fifth com- 
mandment? 

The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is a 
promise of long life and prosperity, as far as it shall 
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serve for God’s glory and their own good, to all sueh 
as keep this commandment. 

69. What is the sixth commandment? 

The sixth commandment is, Thou shalt not kill. 

70. What is required in the sixth commandment? 

The sixth commandment requires all lawful endeavors 
to preserve our own life and the life of others. 

71. What is forbidden in the sixth commandment? 

The sixth commandment forbids the taking away of 
our own life, or the life of another, unlawfully, or what- 
soever tends thereunto. 

72. Which is the seventh commandment? 

The seventh commandment is, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. 

73. What is required in the seventh commandment? 

The seventh commandment requires chastity in <de- 
sires and actions. 

74, What is forbidden in the seventh commandment ? 

The seventh commandment forbids all unchaste de- 
sires and actions. 

75. Which is the eighth commandment? 

The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not steal. 

76. What is required in the eighth commandment? 

The eighth commandment requires honesty in all our 
dealings with, and conduct toward, others in regard to 
property. 

“7. What is forbidden in the eighth commandment? 

The eighth commandment forbids the taking by 
stealth, or by force, or by misrepresentation, what justly 
belongs to another. 

78. Which is the ninth commandment? 
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The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor. 

79. What is required in the ninth commandment? 

The ninth commandment requires a conscientious re- 
gard to truth in reference to others. 

80. What is forbidden in the ninth commandment ? 

The ninth commandment forbids whatever varies from 
the truth, or conceals it, or is injurious to the good name 
or rights of another. 

*81. Which is the tenth commandment? 

The tenth commandment is, Thou shalt not covet 
thy meighbor’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, 
nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
bor’s. 

82. What is required in the tenth commandment? 

The tenth commandment requires contentment with 
our own condition, with a right and charitable frame of 
spirit toward another, and all that is his. 

83. What is forbidden in the tenth commandment? 

The tenth commandment forbids all discontentment 
with our own estate, envying or grieving at the good of 
another, and all inordinate motions or affections to any 
thing that is his. 

84. Is any man able perfectly to keep the moral law? 

No. 

85. Are all the transgressions of the law equally hei- 
nous? 

Some sins in themselves, and by reason of the several 
aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of God than 
others. : 

86. What does every sin. deserve? 
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Every sin, being an offense against God, deserves his 
displeasure, and subjects the sinner thereto. 

87. What are the outward and ordinary means where- 
by Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption ? 

The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ com- 
municates to us the benefits of redemption are his ordi- 
nances, especially the word, sacraments, and prayer. 

88. How is the word made effectual to salvation? 

The Holy Spirit makes the reading, and especially the 
preaching, of the word an effectual means of convincing 
and converting sinners, and of building them up in 
holiness and comfort through faith unto salvation. 

89. How is the word to be read and heard, that it 
may become effectual unto salvation? 

That the word may become effectual unto salvation, 
we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, 
and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in 
our hearts, and practice it in our lives. 

90. How do the sacraments become effectual means 
of growth in grace to believers? 

The sacraments become effectual means of growth in 
grace, not from any virtue in them, or in him who ad- 
ministers them, but only by the blessing of Christ, and 
the working of the Holy Spirit in those who by faith 
receive them. 

91. What is a sacrament? 

A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ, 
wherein, by sensible signs, he and the benefits of the 
new covenant are symbolized. * 

92. What are the sacraments of the New Testament? 

The sacraments of the New Testament are Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 
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93. What is baptism? 

Water-baptism is a sacrament administered in the 
name of the Trinity, is symbolic of regeneration, is the 
seal of the Covenant of Grace, and, with adults, is de- 
clarative of a purpose to live according to God’s word. 

94. To whom is baptism to be administered? 

Baptism is to be administered to believers and their 
infant children. 

95. What is the Lord’s Supper? 

The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament instituted by 
’ Christ, and is commemorative of his death, in the cele- 
bration of which the communicant declares his faith in 
Christ as a crucified, risen, and ascended Saviour, who 
will return again without sin unto salvation. 

96. What is required of those who partake of the 
Lord’s Supper? 

Those who partake of the Lord’s Supper are required 
to examine themselves as to whether Christ dwells in 
them by faith, enabling them spiritually to discern his 
body. 

97. What is prayer? 

Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for 
things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, with 
confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment 
of his mercies. 

98. What rule has God given for our direction in 
prayer? R 

The whole word of God is of use to direct us in 
prayer; but the special rule of direction is that form | 
of prayer which Christ taught his disciples, commonly 
called the Lord’s Prayer. 
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99. What does the preface of the Lord’s Prayer teac: 
us? 

The preface of the Lord’s Prayer—which is, Our 
Father which art in heaven—teaches us to draw near to 
God with holy reverence and confidence, as children to 
a father able and ready to help us, and that we should 
pray with and for others. 

100. For what do we pray in the first petition? 

In the first petition—which is, Hallowed be thy name 
—we pray that God would enable us and others to 
always think and speak of his name with the deepest 
reverence. 

101. For what do we pray in the second petition? 

In the second petition—which is, Thy kingdom come 
—we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed, and 
that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves 
and others brought into it, and kept in it, and that the 
kingdom of glory may be hastened. 

102. For what do we pray in the third petition? 

In the third petition—which is, Thy will be done 
_ in earth, as it is in heaven—we pray that God, by his 

' grace, would make us able and willing to know, obey, 
and submit to his will in all things, as the angels do in 
heaven. 

103. For what do we pray in the fourth petition? 

In the fourth petition—which is, Give us this day our 
daily bread—we pray that of God’s free gift we may 
receive a competent portion of the good mene of life, 
and enjoy his blessing with them. 

104. For what do we pray in the fifth petition? 

In the fifth petition—which is, And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors—we pray that God, for 
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Christ's sake, would freely pardon all our sins; which 
we are the rather encovraged to ask, because by his 
grace we are enabled from the heart to forgive others. 

105. For what do we pray in the sixth petition? 

In the sixth petition—which is, And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil—we pray that God 
would either keep us from being tempted to sin, or sup- 
port and deliver us when we are tempted. 


INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON CHURCiI 
GOVERNMENT. 


ALTHOUGH no detailed form of Church government 
is laid down in the New Testament, yet the general or 
fundamental, principles of the same are clearly taught 
therein. 

Under the Mosaic dispensation Church government 
was comprised in the civil government. 

During the captivity the synagogue system of worship 
was established, which, after the captivity, was intro- 
duced into Judea, and was in general use at the coming 
of Christ. In the synagogues Christ and his apostles 
generally taught. (Matt. xii. 9; Luke iv. 16; John vi. 
39; xviii. 20; Acts xili. 5; xiv. 1; xvili. 4.) The syna- 
‘gogue was under the control of a minister, ruler (Luke 
Vili. 41; xiii. 14), and a bench of elders. Neither Christ 
nor his apostles introduced any radical change into this 
mode of religious worship and government, but adopted 
it as they found it. The polity of the synagogue and of 
the Jewish ecclesiasticism generally was simply and 
purely Presbyterian in form—a government by presby- 
ters. This fact is to the English reader somewhat ob- 
scured by translating the Greek presbuteros by the Eng- 
lish word elder. 

The Church official was called presbuteros (presbyter), 
and an assembly of these was called presbuterion (Pres- _ 
bytery). (Luke xxii. 66; Acts xxii. 5; 1 Tim. iv. 14.) 
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All apostles were elders, but all elders were not apos- 
tles. (1 Pet. v. 1.) The apostles had no successors, as 
such. The chief characteristics of the apostolic office 
were two—to have seen Christ, and to have been per- 
sonally called to it. (Acts i. 21-26.) Paul’s case was 
peculiar, but it was not an exception to this rule. (Acts 
ix. I-12; xxii. 1-15.) The apostolic office, in its technical 
sense, therefore, of necessity expired with the death of 
those personally called by Christ. Others were called 
apostles, as Barnabas, but not in the sense of those ap- 
pointed by Christ. The terms elder and bishop in the 
New Testament denote the same office, the former being 
current among the Jewish and the latter among the 
Gentile Churches. (Compare 1 Pet. v. 1, and Phil. i. 1.) 

The New Testament recognizes two kinds of elders— 
those that labor in doctrine and those that rule. (1 Tim. 
v. 17.) The former are invested with ministerial and 
also with governmental functions, and the latter with 
governmental only. This fact puts both a clerical and 
a lay element into all Church courts. 

Aside from the apostolic office, which was temporary, 
the presbyterial was the highest known to the Apostolic 
Church. Paul, as a presbyter, took part with other pres- 
byters in the ordination of Timothy. (1 Tim. iv. 14; 
ou line 1-805) 

While the elder or presbyter is the highest, it is also 
the lowest designation of a Church functionary recog- 
nized by the New Testament. The grades in the minis- 
try of deacon, elder, bishop, archbishop, etc., are post- 
apostolic, and are without Scripture authority. The 
deacon is not a clerical but a laical functionary. (Acts 
vi. 1-6.) 
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The Church courts recognized by the New Testament 
are Church Sessions (1 Tim. v. 17), Presbyteries (1 
Tim. iv. 14), and Synods, or Assemblies (Acts xv. 5-21). 

The following scriptures are relied upon for the exer- 
cise of Church discipline: Ezek. xliii. 11, 12; Acts xv. 
5, 6; Matt. xviii. 15-20; 1 Cor. v. 4, 5; Heb. xiii. 17: 
1 Thess. v. 12, 13; Ezek. xxxiv. 4; 2 Thess. ili. 6, 14, 15: 
T Cor, xi, 27-32, ‘ 

The scriptures herein designated show the qualifica- 
tions which deacons and ruling elders should possess. 
Acts v1. 1-6; © Tim, m1..8-13; 1 Tim. v. 173° Tit..1-5,0; 
1 Cor. xiv. 40. 

The following Scripture references give the qualifica- 
tions which a minister of the gospel should possess, and 
also the manner in which he should be inducted into 
rhat sacred office: 1 Cor. 1x. 16; Heb. v. 4; Jer. xx. 9; 
tT dimins 1-75. 2 Lim. si. 2; 1 Lim: iv. 14; 2 Vimo. 6: 


_ The General Assembly, at Bentonville, Arkansas, a. D. 1885, 
ordered the insertion of the foregoing Introductory Statement on 
Church Government without referring it to the Presbyteries. 
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THE CHURCH. 


1. Jesus Christ, who is now exalted far above all prin- 
cipality and power, has established in this world a king- 
dom which is his Church. 

2. The universal Church consists of all those persons, 
in every nation, who make profession of the holy re- 
ligion of Christ and of submission to his laws. 

As this immense multitude cannot meet together in 
one place to hold communion or to worship God, it is 
proper, and authorized by Scripture example, that they 
should be divided into many particular Churches. 


Cuurcu MEMBERS. 


3. The infant children of believers are, through the 
covenant and by right of birth, entitled to baptism, to 
pastoral oversight, to instruction, and to the care of the 
Church, with a view to their embracing Christ, and thus 
possessing personally all the benefits of the covenant. 

All baptized persons should receive the watchful care 
and instruction of the Church, even though they are 
adults, and have made no profession of faith in Christ. 
Those only who have made a profession of faith in 
Christ are entitled to all the rights and privileges of the 
Church. 

86 
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PARTICULAR CHURCH. 


4. A particular Church consists of a number of pro- 
fessing Christians voluntarily associated together for 
Divine worship and godly living, agreeably to the Holy 
Scriptures, and submitting to a certain form of govern- 
ment. 

Its officers are the minister in charge, the ruling elders 
and the deacons. 

Its jurisdiction is lodged in the Church-session, com- 
posed of the minister in charge and ruling elders. 

5. The ordinances established by Christ in his Church 

are: Prayer; singing praises; reading, expounding, and 
preaching the word of God; administering the sacra- 
ments; public solemn fasting and thanksgiving; cate- 
chising and other religious instruction; making offerings 
for the relief of the poor, and for other pious uses; ex- 
ercising discipline, and benediction. 
_ 6. Churches destitute of the official ministrations of 
the word ought not, therefore, to forsake assembling to- 
gether, but should be convened by the Church-session 
on the Lord’s-day, and at other suitable times, for 
prayer, praise, the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and 
exhortation, or the reading of a sermon of some ap- 
proved minister. In like manner, Christians, whose lot 
is cast in destitute regions, ought to meet for the wor- 
ship of God. 

7%. In the organization of a Church the first step is to 
receive testimonials on behalf of such of the applicants 
as are members of the Church, if there be any; and then 
to admit upon a profession of faith in Christ such can- 
didates as, on examination, may be found qualified. 
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These persons should, in the next place, be required 
to enter into covenant by answering the following ques- 
tion affirmatively: Do you, in reliance on God for 
strength, solemnly promise and covenant that you will 
walk together as an organized Church on the principles 
of the Government of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church; that you will support the gospel as God has 
prospered you, and that you will study the purity and 
harmony of the whole body? 

The presiding minister shall then say: I now pro- 
nounce and declare that you are constituted a Church 
according to the word of God and the principles of the 
Government of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
subject to the approval of the Presbytery. In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Ruling elders and deacons are then to be elected, or- 
dained, and installed. 


CHURCH OFFICERS. 


8. The ordinary and perpetual officers of the Church 
are teaching elders or ministers of the word, who are 
commissioned to preach the gospel and administer the 
sacraments; ruling elders, the representatives of the 
people; and deacons. 


MINISTERS OF THE Worp. 


9. The office of thé ministry is the first in the Church, 
wth for dignity and usefulness. The person who fills 
it has in the Scriptures different titles, expressive of his 
various duties. As he has the oversight of the flock of 
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Christ, he is termed bishop; as he feeds them with spir- 
itual food, he is termed pastor; as he serves Christ in 
his Church, he is termed minister; as it is his duty to be 
grave and prudent, and an example to the flock, and to 
govern well in the house and. kingdom of Christ, he is 
termed presbyter or elder; as he is the messenger of 
God, he is termed angel of the Church; as he is sent to 
declare the will of God to sinners, and to beseech them 
to be reconciled to God through Christ, he is termed 
embassador; as he bears the glad tidings of salvation 
from place to place, without having his labors confined 
to any particular Church or locality, he is termed evaa- 
gelist; as he stands to proclaim the gospel, he is terimed 
preacher; as he expounds the word, and by sound doc- 
trine both exhorts and convinces, he is termed teacher ; 
and as he dispenses the manifold grace of God, and the 
ordinances instituted by Christ, he is termed steward of 
the mysteries of God. These titles do not indicate dif- 
ferent grades of office, but all describe one and the same 
officer. 

10. He that fills this office should possess a com- 
petency of human learning, and be blameless in life, 
sound in the faith, and apt to teach; he should exhibit 
a sobriety and holiness of conversation becoming the 
gospel; he should rule his own house well, and should 
have a good report of those who are without. 

11. As the Lord has given different gifts to the min- 
isters of the word, and has committed to them various 
works to execute, the Church is authorized to call and 
appoint them to labor as pastors, teachers, and evangel- 
ists, and in such other work as may be needful to the 
Church, according to the gifts in which they excel. 
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12. When a minister is called to take charge of a par- 
ticular Church, it belongs to his office to pray for and 
with his flock, as the mouth of the people unto God; to 
feed the flock by reading, expounding, and preaching the 
word; to direct the people in singing the praises of God; 
to administer the sacraments; to bless the people from 
God; to catechise the children and youth; to encourage 
Sabbath-school work; to visit officially the people, de- 
voting especial attention to the poor, the sick, the 
afflicted, and the dying; and, with the ruling elders, to 
exercise the power of government. 

13. When a minister is appointed to be a teacher in a 
school of divinity, or to give instruction in the doctrines 
and duties of religion to youth assembled in a college or 
university, it appertains to his office to take a pastoral 
oversight of those committed to his charge, and be dili- 
gent in sowing the seed of the word, and gathering the 
fruit thereof, as one who watches for souls. 

14. When a minister is appointed to the work of an 
evangelist, he is commissioned to preach the word, ad- 
minister the sacraments, organize particular Churches in 
foreign countries, frontier settlements, or in the desti- 
tute parts of the Church, and to establish Sabbath- 
schools, as wisdom may direct. 

15. When a minister is called to labor through the 
press, or in any other like needful work, it shall be 
incumbent on him to make full proof of his ministry by 
disseminating the gospel for the edification of the 
Church. 

16. In all cases, except when a Commission for that 
purpose shall have been appointed by the Presbytery, 
any ordained minister, belonging to the Presbytery in 
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the bounds of which the new Church is to be located, 
may preside at the organization of such Church, and 
perform all the duties incident thereto; but in such case 
the new Church shall not be located within five miles of 
an existing Cumberland Presbyterian Church without 
the consent of Presbytery. 


a 


RULING ELDERS. 


17. Ruling elders, the immediate representatives of 
the people, are chosen by them, that, in conjunction with 
the ministers, they may exercise government and disci- 
pline, and take the oversight of the spiritual interests of 
the particular Church, and also of the Church generally, 
when called thereunto. It appertains to their office, both 
severally and jointly, to watch diligently over the flock 
committed to their charge, that no corruption of doc- 
trine or of morals enter therein. Evils which they 
cannot correct by private admonition they should bring 
to the notice of the Church-session. They should visit 
the people at their homes, especially the sick; they 
should instruct the ignorant, comfort the mourner, nour- 
ish, guard, and instruct the children of the Church; and 
all those duties which private Christians are bound to 
discharge by the law of charity are especially incum- 
bent upon them by Divine vocation, and are to be dis- 
charged as official duties. They should pray with and 
for the people; they should be careful and diligent in 
seeking the fruit of the preached word among the flock, 
and should inform the minister in charge of cases of 
sickness, affliction, and awakening, and of all. others 
which may need his special attention. 

18. Those who fill this office ought to be blameless in 
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life and sound in the faith; they should be men of wis- 
dom and discretion, and by the holiness of their walk 
and conversation should be examples to the flock. 


DEACONS. 


19. The duties of this office especially relate to the 
care of the poor, and ‘to the collection and distribution 
of the offerings of the people for pious uses, under the 
direction of the Church-session. To the deacons, also, 
may be properly committed the management of the tem- 
poral affairs of the Church, or the same may be com- 
mitted to the deacons and the Church-session, as a 
board, sharing equal rights and responsibilities. 

20. To this office should be chosen men of honest re- 
pute and of approved piety, who are esteemed for their 
prudence and sound judgment, whose conversation be- 
comes the gospel, and whose lives are exemplary, seeing 
that those duties to which all Christians are called in 
the way of beneficence are especially incumbent on the 
deacon as an officer in Christ’s house. 

21. A complete account of collections and distribu- 
tions, and a full record of proceedings, shall be kept by 
the deacons and submitted to the Church-session for 
examination and approval at least once a year. 

22. In Churches where it is impracticable to secure 
suitable men for deacons, the duties of this office devolve 
on the ruling elders. 

23. Where it shall appear needful, the Church-session 
may appoint godly women for the care of the sick, of 
prisoners, of poor widows and orphans, and in general 
for the relief of distress. 


CONSTITUTION. 93 


CHURCH CouRTS. 


24. It is necessary that the government of the Church 
be exercised under some certain and definite form, and 
by various courts, in regular gradation. These courts 
are denominated Church-sessions, Presbyteries, Synods, 
and the General Assembly. 

25. The Church-session exercises jurisdiction over a 
‘single Church; the Presbytery, over what is common to 
the ministers, Church-sessions, and Churches within a 
prescribed district; the Synod, over what belongs in 
common to three or more Presbyteries, and their min- 
isters, Church-sessions, and Churches; and the General 
Assembly, over such matters as concern the whole 
Church; and the jurisdiction of these courts is limited 
by the express provisions of the Constitution. Every 
court has the right to resolve questions of doctrine and 
discipline seriously and reasonably proposed, and in 
general to maintain truth and righteousness, condemning 
erroneous opinions and practices which tend to the 
injury of the peace, purity, or progress of the Church; 
and, although each court exercises exclusive original 
jurisdiction over all matters specially belonging to it, 
the lower courts are subject to the review and control 
of the higher courts, in regular gradation. 

All Church-courts shall be opened and closed with 
prayer. 


CuurcH SESSIONS. 


26. The Church-session consists of the minister in 
charge and two or more ruling elders of a particular 


Church. 
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In the absence of the minister in charge, and in a 
vacant Church, the ruling elders alone may form a 
Church-session for the transaction of ‘any business. 

The Church-session shall be convened when any two 
ruling elders shall so request. The minister in charge 
may convene the Church-session at any time. 

A majority of the Church-session shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum, unless, with the concurrence of 
the Church, the Church-session shall otherwise de- ~ 
termine; but any two of the ruling elders, in conjunction 
with a minister, may receive members and grant letters 
of dismission. 

27. The Church-session is charged with maintaining 
the spiritual government of the Church, for which pur- 
pose it is its duty to inquire into the doctrines and con- 
duct of the Church-members under its care; to receive 
members into the Church; to admonish, suspend, or ex- 
communicate those found delinquent, subject to appeal ; 
to urge upon parents the importance of presenting their 
children for baptism; to grant letters of dismission, 
which, when given to parents, shall always include the 
names of their baptized children; to ordain and install 
ruling elders and deacons when elected, and to require 
those officers to devote themselves to their work; to 
examine the records of the proceedings of the deacons; 
to establish and control Sabbath-schools and Bible- 
classes, with especial reference to the children of the 
Church; to order collections for pious uses and Church 
purposes; to take the oversight of the singing in the 
public worship of God; to assemble the people for wor- 
ship when there is no minister; to concert the best 
measures for promoting the spiritual interests of the 
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Church ; to observe and carry out the injunctions of the 
higher courts; and to appoint representatives to the 
higher courts, and require on their return a report of 
their diligence. 

28. Every Church-session shall keep an accurate 
record of its proceedings, which must be, at least once 
in every year, submitted to the inspection of the Pres- 
bytery. 

Every Church-session shall also keep a register of 
marriages, of baptisms, of accessions, and of the death 
and dismissions of Church-members. 


PRESBYTERY. 


29. A Presbytery consists of all the ordained min- 
isters and one ruling elder from each Church, within a 
certain district. 

Every particular Church which is willing to support 
the gospel as God has prospered it shall be entitled to 
be represented by a ruling elder in Presbytery. 

Every ruling elder not known to the Presbytery shall 
produce evidence of his regular appointment from the 
Church he represents. 

30. Any three ministers belonging to the Presbytery 
being met at the time and place appointed shall be a 
quorum competent to proceed to business. 

31. The Presbytery has the power to examine and de- 
cide appeals, complaints, and references brought before 
it in an orderly manner; to receive, examine, dismiss, 
and license candidates for the holy ministry; to receive, 
dismiss, ordain, install, remove, and judge ministers; to 
review the records of the Church-sessions, redress what- 
ever they may have done contrary to order, and take 
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effectual care that they observe the Government of the 
Church; to establish the pastoral relation, and to dis- 
solve it, at the request of one or both of the parties, 
or where the interests of religion imperatively demand 
it; to set apart evangelists to their proper work; to 
require ministers to devote themselves diligently to their 
sacred calling, and to censure and otherwise discipline 
the delinquent; to see that the injunctions of the higher 
courts are obeyed; to condemn erroneous opinions which 
injure the purity or peace of the Church; to resolve 
questions of doctrine and discipline seriously and reason- 
ably proposed; to visit particular Churches, to inquire 
into their condition, and redress the evils that may 
have arisen in them; to unite or divide Churches, with 
the consent of a majority of the members thereof, and, 
for cause, to dissolve the relations between it and a par- 
ticular Church, which shall thereafter cease to be a con- 
stituent of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and 
forfeits all rights as such; to form and receive new 
Churches; to take special oversight of vacant Churches; 
to concert measures for the enlargement of the Church 
within its bounds; in general, to order whatever per- 
tains to the spiritual welfare of the Churches under its 
care; to appoint representatives to the higher courts; 
and, finally, to propose to the Synod, or to the General 
Assembly, such measures as may be of common advan- 
tage to the Church at large. 

32. The Presbytery shall keep a full and fair record 
of its proceedings, and shall send it up to the Synod 
annually for review. It shall report to the Synod and 
the General Assembly every year the condition and 
progress of religion within its bounds during the year, 
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and all the important changes which may have taken. 
place, such as the licensures, the ordinations, the receiv~ 
ing or dismissing of members, the removal of members 
by death, the union and the division of Churches, and 
the formation of new ones, and such statistical informa~ 
tion as may be required. 

33. The Presbytery shall meet as often as once a year 
on its own adjournment, and when an emergency shall 
require a meeting sooner than the time to which * 
stands adjourned, the Moderator, or, in case of his 
absence, death, or inability to act, the Stated Clerk shati, 
with the concurrence or at the request of two min- 
isters and two ruling elders of different Churches, call 
a special meeting. For this purpose he shall give notice 
—specifying the particular business of the intended 
meeting—to every minister belonging to the Presbytery, 
and to the Church-session of every particular Church, 
in due time previous to the meeting, which shall not 
be less than ten days. And nothing shall be transacted 
at such special meeting besides the particular business 
for which the Presbytery has been thus convened. 

34. If, for any cause, the Presbytery shall fail to 
meet at the time and place to which it stands adjourned, 
it shall be the duty of the Moderator, or, in case of 
his absence, death, or inability to act, the St ted Clerk, 
or, in case of his absence, death, or inability to act, any 
three ministers belonging to the Presbytery, to call ¢ 
meeting as early as practicable, at such place as may 
be designated, for the transaction of the regular busi- 
ness; and for this purpose a circular letter shall be sent, 
as before prescribed, not less than ten days before the 
meeting. 
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SyNoD. 


35. The Synod consists of all the ministers and one 
ruling elder from each Church in a district comprising 
at least three Presbyteries. The Synod may be com- 
posed, at its own option, with the consent of a majority 
of its Presbyteries, either of all the ministers and one 
ruling elder from each Church in its district, or of equal 
delegations of ministers and ruling elders selected by 
the Presbyteries on a basis and in a ratio determined in 
like manner by the Synod and its Presbyteries. 

36. Five ministers, who are members of one or more 
of the Presbyteries composing the Synod, shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of Synodical business, pro- 
vided there be present at least one minister or one ruling 
elder from each of three Presbyteries. Members of the 
different Presbyteries in Synod shall not be entitled to 
vote on questions of appeal before the Synod from their 
own Presbytery, nor on other questions immediatcly 
concerning their own Presbyterial action. 

37. The Synod has power to receive and decide all 
appeals, complaints, and references regularly brought up 
from the Presbyteries; to review the records of the 
Presbyteries, and to redress whatever they may have 
done contrary to order; to take effectual care that Pres- 
byteries observe the Government of the Church, and that 
they obey the injunctions of the higher courts; to create, 
divide, or dissolve Presbyteries, when deemed expedient; 
to appoint ministers to such work, proper to their office, 
as may fall under its own particular jurisdiction—in 
general, to take such order with respect to the Presby- 
teries, Church-sessions, and Churches under its care as 
may be in conformity with th- »ri-ciples of the Govern- 
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ment of the Church and of the word of God, and as 
may tend to promote the edification of the Church; to 
concert measures for promoting the prosperity and en- 
largement of the Church within its bounds; and, finally, 
to propose to the General Assembly such measures as 
may be of common advantage to the whole Church. 

38. It shall be the duty of the Synod to keep full 
and accurate records of its proceedings, to submit them 
to the inspection of the General Assembly at each of 
its stated meetings, and to report to it the number of 
its Presbyteries, and of the members thereof; and, in 
general, all important changes which may have occurred 
within its bounds during the year, as well as such 
statistical information as may be required. 

39. The Synod shall meet as often as once in two 
years, on its own adjournment. If, for any cause, the 
Synod shall fail to meet at the time and place to which 
it stands adjourned, it shall-be the duty of the Modera- 
tor, or in case of his absence, death, or inability to act, 
the Stated Clerk, or, in case of his absence, death, or 
inability to act, any three ministers entitled to member- 
ship in the Synod and belonging to different Presby- 
teries, to call a meeting as early as practicable, at such 
place as may be designated, for the transaction of the 
regular business; and for this purpose a circular letter 
shall be sent to every minister and ruling elder entitled 
to membership, or constituent body entitled to represen- 
tation therein, not less than thirty days before the meet- 
ing. 

J GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

40. The General Assembly is the highest court of 

this Church, and represents in one body all the particu- 
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lar Churches thereof. It bears the title of the General _ 
Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and 
constitutes the bond of union, peace, correspondence, and 
mutual confidence among all its Churches and courts. 

41. The General Assembly shall meet as often as once 
every two years, at such time and place as may have 
been determined at its preceding meeting, and shall con- 
sist of Commissioners from the Presbyteries in the 
following proportion: Every Presbytery shall be en- 
titled to send one minister and one ruling elder; but if 
it consists of eighteen or more ministerial members, it 
may send an additional minister and ruling elder. 

Each Commissioner, before his name shall be enrolled 
as a member of the General Assembly, shall produce 
from his Presbytery satisfactory evidence of his ap- 
pointment. 

- 42. Any twenty or more of these Commissioners, at 
least ten of whom shall be ministers, being met on the 
day and at the place appointed, shall be a quorum for 
‘tthe transaction of business. 

43. The General Assembly shall have power to receive 
and decide all appeals, references, and complaints regu- 
larly brought before it from the inferior courts; to bear 
testimony against error in doctrine and immorality in 
practice, injuriously affecting the Church; to decide in 
all controversies respecting doctrine and discipline; to 
give its advice and instruction, in conformity with the 
Government of the Church, in all cases submitted to it; 
to review the records of the Synods; to take care that 
the inferior courts observe the Government of the 
Church; to redress whatever they may have done con- 
trary to order; to concert m™msures for promoting the 
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prosperity and enlargement of the Church; to create, 
divide, or dissolve Synods; to institute and superintend 
the agencies necessary in the general work of the 
Church; to appoint ministers to such labors as fall 
under its jurisdiction; to suppress schismatical conten- 
tions and disputations, according to the rules provided 
therefor; to receive under its jurisdiction other eccle- 
siastical bodies whose organization is conformed to the 
doctrine and order of this Church; to authorize Synods 
and Presbyteries to exercise similar power in receiving - 
bodies suited to become constituents of those courts, 
and lying within their geographical bounds respectively; 
*o superintena tne arairs of the whole Church; to cor- 
respond with other Churches; and, in general, to recom- 
mend measures for the promotion of charity, truth, and 
holiness throughout all the Churches under its care. 

44. If, for any cause, the General Assembly shall fail 
to meet-at the time and place to which it stands ad- 
journed, it shall be the duty of the Moderator, or, in 
case of his absence, death, or inability to act, the Stated 
Clerk, to eall a meeting as early as practicable, at such 
place as he may designate, for the transaction of the 
regular business; and for this purpose a circular letter 
shall be sent to the Stated Clerks of the Presbyteries 
not less than sixty days before the proposed time for the 
meeting. 

In case of the death, absence, or inability to act of 
both the Moderator and Stated Clerk, such meeting 
may, in like manner, be called by the Commissioners, 
or one pr more of them, from any five of the Presby- 
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ELECTION, ORDINATION, AND INSTALLATION OF RULING 
ELpERS AND DEACONS. 


45. In the organization of a Church, the ruling elders 
and deacons shall be elected by the members partici- 
pating in the organization. 

In all other cases, it is proper and advisable for the 
Church-session, when in its judgment the interests of 
the Church so require, to select additional persons to 
fill these offices, and to nominate them to the Church at 
a stated appointment for worship, or at a meeting called 
for that purpose, when an election shall be had in the 
form most approved in that particular Church. This 
method shall not preclude any member of the Church 
from making other nominations if he so desire. 

46. When any person has been elected to either of 
these offices, and declares his willingness to accept, the 
Church-session shall appoint a day for his ordination. 

The day having arrived, and the Church-session being 
convened in the presence of the Church, a sermon shall 
be preached, if convenient, after which the presiding 
minister shall state in a concise manner the warrant 
and nature of the office of ruling elder or deacon, to- 
gether with the character proper to be sustained, and 
the duties to be performed. 

Having done this, he shall propose to the candidate, 
in the presence of the Church, the following questions: 

I. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testament to be the word of God, the only infal- 
lible rule of faith and practice? 

II. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechism of the Cumberland Presby- 
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terian Church as containing the system of doctrines 
taught in the Holy Scriptures? 

III. Do you approve of the Government of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church? 

IV. Do you accept the office of ruling elder (or dea- 
con, as the case may be) in this Church, and promise 
faithfully to discharge all the duties thereof, as God 
may. enable you? 

V. Do you promise to ads the peace, purity, and 
edification of the Church? 

VI. (In case of a ruling elder.) Do you promise to 
submit yourself to your brethren in the Lord assembled 
in the various Church-courts? 

The ruling elder or deacon elect having answered in 
the affirmative, the minister shall propound to the mem- 
bers of the Church the following question: 

Do you, the members of this Church, acknowledge 
and receive this brother as-a ruling elder (or deacon) ; 
and do you promise to yield him all that honor, en- 
couragement, and obedience in the Lord to which his 
office, according to the word of God and the Govern- 
ment of this Church, entitles him? 

The members of the Church having answered this 
question in the affirmative, the minister shall proceed to 
set apart the candidate, with prayer and the laying on of 
the hands of the Church-session, to the office of ruling 
elder (or deacon, as the case may be). Prayer being 
ended, the members of the Church-session (and the 
deacons, if the case be that of a deacon) shall take the 
newly-ordained officer by the hand, saying in words to 
this effect: We give you the right hand of fellowship to 
take part in this office with us. The minister shall then 
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say: I now pronounce and declare that A. B. has been 
regularly elected, ordained, and installed a ruling elder 
(or deacon) in this Church, agreeably to the word of 
God, and according to the Government of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church; and that as such he is en- 
titled to all encouragement, honor, and obedience in the 
‘ord. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

After whicli he shall give to the ruling elder con 
deacon), and to the Church, an exhortation suited to 
the occasion. 

47. The offices of ruling elder and deacon are per- 
petual, and ho one can be divested of either office but 
by deposition, after regular trial, or at his own request, 
by resignation. But if any particular church, by vote 
of members in communion, shall prefer to elect ruling 
elders or deacons for a limited time, this may be done, 
provided the full time be not less than three years. 

48. When a ruling elder or deacon removes perma- 
nently beyond the bounds of the Church which he serves, 
or is dismissed from his Church by letter, -his official 
relations shall be thereby dissolved, and the Church- 
session shall record the fact. 

49. When a ruling elder or deacon who has been re- 
leased from his official relation, or when the same has 
been dissolved, is again elected to his office in the same 
or another Church, he shall be installed after the pre- 
scribed form, with the omission of ordination. 

When one who has served a Church as rukimg elder or 
deacon is admitted to membership in another Church by 
etter, he does not thereby become an officer in the latter, 
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unless he is elected and installed as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, 

Installation consists of the entering into mutual obli- 
gations by propounding to the individual Question IV. 
in Section 46, and to the members of the Church the 
question prescribed in said section for them, and the 
taking of the officer by the hand as prescribed in said 
section. 


RECEIVING AND LICENSING PROBATIONERS. 


50. The Holy Scriptures require that those who are 
to be ordained to the ministry shall previously undergo 
a suitable trial, in order that this office may not be 
degraded by being committed to weak or unworthy men, 
and that opportunity may be afforded to form a correct 
judgment respecting the talents of those seeking admis- 
sion to this office. For this purpose Presbyteries shall 
receive and license probationers to preach the gospel, 
that, after a competent trial of their talents, they may in 
due time be ordained. 

51. Presbyteries, in receiving probationers, shall re- 
quire satisfactory testimonials of their good moral char- 
acter and regular membership in some particular Church, 
It is the duty of the Presbytery, for its satisfaction with 
regard to the real piety of each probationer, to exam- 
ine him respecting his experimental acquaintance with 
religion, the motives which influence him to desire 


‘the sacred office, and his internal call to this important 


work. 

52. Probationers shall be required before licensure to 
produce satisfactory evidence of having received at least 
a good English education; and, in order to make trial of 
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their talents, the Presbytery shall require a written dis- 
course on some common head of divinity, from time to 
time, until it shall be satisfied as to their piety and 
aptness to teach; and they may also be required to pre- 
sent a recommendation from the Church-session of the 
particular Church of which they are members. They 
shall also be required to exercise their gifts in public 
exhortation, and shall be carefully examined on revealed 
theology, before they are licensed. 

53. Before the Presbytery proceeds to license the can- 
didate, a minister appointed to preside shall propose to 
him the following questions: 

I. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testament to be the word of God, the only infal- 
lible rule of faith and practice? 

II. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechism of the Cumberland Presbyte- 
rian Church as containing the system of doctrines taught 
in the Holy Scriptures? 

III. Do you promise to study the peace, unity, and 
purity of the Church? 

IV. Do you promise to submit yourself, in the Lord, 
to this Presbytery, or to any other Presbytery, of this 
Church, under the care of which you may be? 

The candidate having answered the questions in the 
affirmative, the presiding minister, having offered a 
prayer suitable to the occasion, shall address the can- 
didate to the following purport: In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by the authority which he has 
given to his Church for its edification, we do license you 
to preach the gospel, as a probationer, in the bounds of 
this Presbytery, or wherever God, in his providence, 
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may cast your lot; and for this purpose may the blessing 
of God rest upon you, and the spirit of Christ fill your 
heart. Amen. 

Proper record of the licensure shall be made. 

54. When the services of a probationer do not appear 
to be edifying to the Church, or when the Presbytery 
may, for any other reason, deem it advisable to do so, it 
may recall his license or drop his name from the list of 
probationers without assigning the reason therefor; and 
it shall be its duty to do so whenever the probationer 
shall, without necessity, devote himself to such pursuits 
as interfere with a full trial of his gifts and a proper 
preparation for the work of the ministry. 


ORDINATION OF MINISTERS. 


55. As ordination, or setting apart to the whole work 
of the ministry, is investing the probationer with the 
highest ecclesiastical office, the Presbyteries are required 
to. be careful to ordain no one until fully satisfied with 
his qualifications for so important a work. 

Presbyteries shall not feel bound to ordain a licentiate 
because he has long been licensed, nor to continue him 
on probation longer than he promises usefulness. 

56. When a licentiate shall have preached to the satis- 
faction of the Presbytery, then it may take steps for his 
ordination, observing the principles of, and agreeably to, 
the following rules: 

Trials for ordination shall consist of a careful and 
satisfactory examination of the licentiate, before the 
Presbytery, or a committee thereof, upon experimental 
religion, his internal call to the ministry, his knowledge 
of geography, English grammar, philosophy, astronomy, 
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ecclesiastical history, the Holy Scriptures, natural and 
revealed theology, and the Government of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church. 

In addition to these branches of literature, which are 
indispensable, it is earnestly recommended that the Pres- 
byteries use their best exertions to promote and encour- 
age among their probationers the acquiring of a complete 
knowledge of the original languages, especially the 
Greek and the Hebrew, the utility of which, to a minister 
of the word, is hereby unequivocally declared. 

In order to make trial of his talents to explain, vindi- 
cate, and practically enforce the doctrines of the gospel, 
the Presbytery shall require of the licentiate, before or- 
dination, such written or extempore discourse, founded 
on the word of God, as the Presbytery shall deem 
proper. 

57. The Presbytery, being fully satisfied with the 
qualifications of the licentiate, shall fix a day, and make 
suitable preparation, for his ordination. 

At the time appointed, the Presbytery being convened, 
a sermon adapted to the occasion shall be preached by 
a minister: previously appointed. The same, or some 
other minister appointed to preside, shall then briefly 
recite from the pulpit the preparatory proceedings of 
the Presbytery, and point out the naturé and importance 
of the transaction. Then, addressing himself to the 
licentiate, he shall propound the following questions: 

I. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testament to be the word of God, the only infal- 
lible rule of faith and practice? 

II. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechism of the Cumberland Presby- 
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terian Church as containing the system of doctrines 
taught in the Holy Scriptures? 

III. -Do you approve the Government of the Cutnber-= 
land Presbyterian Church? 

IV. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in 
the Lord? 

V. Have you been induced by the Holy Spirit, as far 
as you know your own heart, to seek the office of the 


holy ministry from love to God, a desire to do his will, 


to promote his glory in the gospel of his Son, and the 
salvation of your fellow-men? 

VI. Do you promise to be zealous and faithful, as God 
may enable you, in maintaining the truths of the gospel, 
and the purity and peace of the Church, whatever perse- 
cution or opposition may arise unto you on that ac- 


count? 


_4 ‘tabi 


VII. Do you engage to be faithful and diligent in the 


- exercise of all your duties as-a Christian and a minister 


of the gospel, whether personal or relative, private or 
public; and to endeavor, by the grace of God, to adorn 
the profession oi the gospel ministry in your conversa- 


tion, and to walk with exemplary piety before the Church 


and before the world? 

The licentiate having answered these questions in the 
affirmative, the presiding minister shall require him to 
kneel; then the ministers of this Church present shall, 
by prayer led by the presiding minister, and with the 
laying on of hands, according to the apostolic example, 
solemnly ordain him to the holy office of the gospel 
ministry. Prayer being ended, he shall rise, and the 
presiding minister shall first, and afterwards the other 


ministers shall each, take him by the right hand, saying 
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in words to this purpose: We give you the right hand 
of fellowship to take part in this ministry with us. 
After which the minister presiding, or some other ap- 
pointed for the purpose, shall give a solemn charge to 
the newly-ordained minister, and shall then, by prayer, 
recommend him to the grace of God and to his holy 
keeping. , 

The transaction shall be duly recorded in the Pres- 
byterial Minutes. 


RELATION BETWEEN MINISTERS AND CHURCHES. 


58. No minister shall take charge of a Church as its 
pastor, or otherwise, without the consent of the Presby- 
tery in the bounds of which the Church is located, or 
subject to the approval of the Presbytery at its next 
stated meeting; and when such consent is obtained, the 
parties shall fulfill mutual engagements with fidelity. 

Where the relation of pastor is formed between a min- 
ister and a Church, it shall not be dissolved except by 
mutual consent, of which the parties shall make report 
to the Presbytery; or, when one of the parties so de- 
sires, the Presbytery shall do so, if sufficient reasons are 
presented therefor, or where the interests of religion, 
in the opinion of the Presbytery, shall imperatively de- 
mand it. But such relations ought not to be broken up 
hastily.. 

59. In forming the pastoral relation, the following 
rules should be observed: 

I. When a Church wishes to procure the labors of a 
minister as pastor, it shall give him a regular call for 
an indefinite time, stating in the call the salary proposed. 

Il. This call shall be submitted to the Presbytery, and 
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if the minister accept, and the Presbytery approve of 
the relation, a day shall be appointed for the installation. 

Til. When the Presbytery, or a committee of ministers 
appointed by the Presbytery, shall be convened for the 
purpose of installation, a sermon appropriate to the oc- 
casion shall be delivered, after which the minister ap- 
pointed to preside shall state to the Church the design 
of the meeting, and briefly recite the proceedings relating 
thereto; and then, addressing himself to the minister 
about to be installed, shall propound to him the follow- 
ing questions: 

First. Are you willing to take charge of this Church 
as pastor, agreeably to your declaration at the accept- 
ance of the call? 

Second. Do you believe, so far as you know your own 
heart, that in taking upon you this charge you are in- 
fluenced by a sincere desire to promote the glory of God 
and the good of the Church? 

Third. Do you solemnly promise that, by the assist- 
ance of the grace of God, you will endeavor faithfully 
to discharge all the duties of a pastor to this Church, 
and that you will be careful to maintain a deportment in 
all respects blameless ? 

IV. Having received satisfactory answers to these in- 
terrogatories, the following shall be propounded to the 
members of the Church: 

First. Do you now desire to enter into the pastoral 
relation with this brother, whom you have called to be 
your pastor? 

Second. Do you promise to receive the word of truth 
from him in meekness and love, and to submit to him in 
the due exercise of discipline? 


AZ CONSTITUTION. 


Third. Do you promise to encourage him in his labors, 
and to assist his endeavors for your instruction and 
spiritual edification? 

Fourth. Do you engage to continue to him while he is 
your pastor that competent worldly maintenance which 
you have promised, and to furnish him with whatever 
you may see needful for the honor of religion and for his 
comfort among you? 

V. The members having signified their affirmative re- 
sponse in such manner as may be agreeable to the par- 
ties, the presiding minister shall say: I now pronounce 
and declare that A. B. has been regularly elected and in- 
stalled pastor of this Church, agreeably to the word of 
God, and according to the Government of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church; and that, as such, he is en- 
titled to all’ support, encouragement, honor, and obedi- 
ence in the Lord. In the name of the Father, and of | 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The presiding minister, or one appointed for the pur- 
pose, shall then give a solemn charge to-the pastor and 
to the Church to persevere in the discharge of their 
reciprocal duties; and then, by prayer, commend them 
both to the grace of God and to his holy keeping. 


AMENDMENTS. 


60. Upon the recommendation of the General Assem- 
bly, at a stated meeting, by a two-thirds vote of the 
members thereof voting thereon, the Confession of Faith, 
Catechism, Constitution, and Rules of Discipline, may 
be amended or changed when a majority of the Pres- 
byteries, upon the same being transmitted for their 
action, shall approve thereof. 
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The other parts of the Government—that is to say, the 
General Regulations, the Directory for Worship,and the 
Rules of Order—may be amended or changed at any 
meeting of the General Assembly by a vote of two-thirds 
of the entire number of Commissioners enrolled at that 
meeting, provided such amendment or change shall not 
conflict, in letter or spirit, with the Confession of Faith, 
Catechism, or Constitution, 


8: 


RULES OF DISCIPLINE. 


Tue Nature oF DISCIPLINE. 


1. Discipline is the exercise of such authority and the 
application of such system of laws as are deemed neces- 
sary for the internal government of the Church of 
Christ. In one sense it refers to the whole government, 
inspection, and control which the Church maintains over 
its members,officers, and vourts; but in a restricted sense 
it signifies judicial investigation. In this restricted sense 

“discipline is to be exercised with great care and pru- 
dence, and is to be resorted to in no case except where 
all other means of reclaiming the offender and vindi- 
cating the honor of Christ shall have been used to no 
purpose. This rule is strictly enjoined, and must always 
be observed. 

2. The purposes of discipline in judicial investigations 
are: the rebuke of offenses, the removal of scandal, the 
vindication of the honor of Christ, the promotion of the 
purity and edification of the Church, the protection of 
the innocent, and the spiritual good of offenders. 

The power which Christ has given to the rulers of his 
Church is for edification, not destruction; it is a dis- 
pensation of mercy, and not of wrath. As in the preach- 
ing of the word the wicked are doctrinally separated 
from the good, so by discipline the holy are separated 
from the profane. 
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CHILDREN OF THE CHURCH. 


3. The oversight of the children of the Church is com- 
mitted primarily to believing parents, who are responsi- 
ble to the Church for the faithful discharge of this duty. 
The Church should, however, make special provisions 
for the instruction of its youth in the doctrines of the 
Bible; and when the children of the Church arrive at 
years of discretion, give evidence of a saving faith in 
Christ, together with a correct walk and conversation, 
they should be informed that it is their privilege and 
duty to make open profession of faith in Christ, and en» 
joy all the privileges of Church-membership. If they 
exhibit a wayward disposition, the Church should, never 
theless, cherish them in faith, and use all proper means 
for reclaiming them. 


OFFENSES. 


4. An offense, the proper subject of judicial invéstiga. 
tion, is any thing in the principles or practices of a 
Church-member which is contrary to the word of God 
‘as interpreted in the system of government of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church. 

5. Offenses are either personal or general, public or 
private; and all these, being sins against God, are 
grounds of discipline. 

Personal offenses are violations of the Divine law, 
‘considered in the special relation of wrongs or injuries 
to particular individuals. ; 

General offenses are heresies or immoralities, having 
no such relation, or considered apart therefrom. 

Private offenses are those which are known only to a 
few persons. 

Public offenses are those which are notorious. 
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CuurRcH CENSURES. 


6. The censures which may be inflicted by Church- 
courts are admonition, suspension, excommunication, 
and deposition. When a lower censure fails to reclaim 
the delinquent, the court may proceed to the infliction 
of a higher censure by pursuing a like course of pro- 
cedure as in the first instance. 

Admonition is the formal reproof of an offender by a 
Church-court, warning him of his guilt and danger, and 
exhorting him to be more circumspect and watchful in 
the future. 

Suspension, with respect to Church-members, is their 
temporary exclusion from Church-ordinances; with re- 
spect to Church-officers, it is their temporary exclusion 
from the exercise of their office. It may be either 
definite or indefinite as to its duration. 

Definite suspension is administered when the credit 
of religion, the honor of Christ, and the good of the 
delinquent demand it, though he may have given satis- 
faction to the court. 

Indefinite suspension is the exclusion of an offender 
from Church-ordinances, or from his office, until he ex- 
hibits signs of repentance, or until, by his conduct, the 
necessity of the highest censure be made manifest. 

Excommunication is the cutting off an offender from 
the communion of the Church, and is to be inflicted 
only for gross crime or heresy, when the offender shows 
himself incorrigible and contumacious. 

Deposition is the dismission of an officer from his 
office, and may or may not be accompanied by the in- 
fliction of other censure. 
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PARTIES IN CASES OF PRocEss. 


7. Original jurisdiction in relation to ministers per- 
tains exclusively to the Presbytery, and in relation to 
other Church-members to the Church-session. 

It is the duty of Church-sessions and Presbyteries to 
exercise care over those subject to their authority, and 
with due diligence demand satisfactory explanations 
from them concerning reports affecting their Christian 
character, especially when those aggrieved by injurious 
reports shall ask an investigation. If such investigation, 
however originating, should result in raising a strong 
presumption of guilt, the court should order process, 
and appoint a prosecutor to prepare the charges and 
conduct the case. 

8. An injured party shall not become a prosecutor of 
personal offenses without having previously tried the 
means of reconciliation, and of reclaiming the offender, 
required by Christ, Matt. xviii. 15, 16. A Church-court, 
hhowever, may judicially investigate personal offenses as 
if general, when the interests of religion seem to demand 
it. So, also, those to whom private offenses are knowr 
cannot become prosecutors without having previously 
endeavored to remove the scandal by private means. 

9. When the offense is general, the prosecution may 
be conducted by any person appearing as prosecutor, or 
by some one appointed as such by the court. 

10. When the prosecution is instituted by the court 
the previous steps required in cases of personal offenses 
are not necessary, but in all cases a committee should 
first converse in a private manner with the offender, and 
endeavor to bring him to a sense of his guilt. 
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11. Great caution must be exercised in receiving accu- 
sations from any person known to indulge a malignant 
spirit toward the accused, or who is not of good charac- 
ter; who is himself under censure or process; who is 
deeply interested in any respect in the conviction of the 
accused; or who is known to be litigious, rash, or highly 
imprudent. 

12. Every voluntary prosecutor must be previously 
warned that if he fail to show probable cause for the 
charges, he must himself be censured as a slanderer of 
the brethren. None but members of the Church shall 
be allowed to become prosecutors. 

13. When a member of a Church-court is under proc- 
ess, all his official functions may be suspended at its 
discretion, but not in the way of censure. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO ALL CASES OF PROCESS. 


14. It is incumbent on every member of a Church- 
court engaged in the trial of offenders to bear in mind 
the Divine injunction: If a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted. 

15. When charges are brought before a Church-court, 
nothing shall be done at that meeting, unless by consent 
of the parties, except to appoint a prosecutor and order 
the charges reduced to writing, if not already done; a 
copy of which, with the witnesses then known to sup- 
port them, shall be served on the accused, and to cite all 
parties and their witnesses to appear and be heard at 
another meeting, which shall not be sooner than ten 
days after such citation. At this second meeting of the 


RULES OF DISCIPLINE. 11> 


court the charges shall be read to the accused, if present, 
and he shall be called upon to say whether he is guilty 
sor not. If he confess, the court may deal with him 
according to its discretion; if he plead and take issue, 
the trial shall proceed. Accused parties may plead in 
writing when they cannot be present, and parties neces~ 
sarily absent should have counsel assigned to them. 

16. The citation must be issued by the Moderator or: 
Clerk, in the name of the court, and he shall issue cita- 
tions to such witnesses as either party may designate. 

17. In preparing the charges, the times, places, and 
circumstances should, if possible, be particularly stated, 
that the accused may have full opportunity to make de- 
fense. 

18. If the accused refuse to obey the citation, he shalt 

be cited a second time, accompanied with a notice that 
if he do not appear at the time appointed, or that if he 
appear and refuse to plead, he shall be dealt with for his 
contumacy. 
- 19. From the sérving of the first citation and the 
meeting at which the accused is to appear, at least ten 
days must elapse. For the second appearance of the ac- 
cused the time is left to the discretion of the court, but 
it should be sufficient for a convenient and seasonable 
compliance with the citation. 

20. When the offense took place at a distance, and it 
is inconvenient for the witnesses to appear before the 
court having jurisdiction, it may appoint a Commission, 
or request the codrdinate court contiguous to the place 
where the facts occurred to take the testimony. Reason- 
able notice of the time and place of taking the testimony 
must be given the parties. 
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21. When an offense, alleged to have been committed 
at a distance, is not likely otherwise to become known 
to the court having jurisdiction, the court within whose 
bounds the facts occurred, after satisfying itself that 
there is probable ground of accusation, shall send notice 
to the court having jurisdiction, which shall at once 
proceed to investigate the matter; or the case may be 
remitted to the coordinate court within whose bounds 
the offense is alleged to have been committed. 

22. Before proceeding to trial, courts must ascertain 
that their citations have been duly served. 

23. When a trial is about to begin, the Moderator 
shall solemnly announce that the court is about to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the cause, and enjoin on 
the members to bear in mind their high character as 
judges of a Church-court, and the solemn duty in which 
they are about to engage. 

24. That the trial may be fair and impartial, the wit- 
nesses shall be examined in the presence of the accused, 
or at least after he shall have received due citation to 
attend. Witnesses may be cross-examined by both par- 
ties, and any question pertinent to the issue may be 
asked. 

25. On all questions arising during the trial, the dis- 
cussion shall first be between the parties; and when they 
have been heard, they may be required to withdraw 
until the members of the court consider and decide the - 
question. 

26. In trials before a court of original jurisdiction 
the folowing order shall be observed: 1. The Modera- 
wr shall charge the court. 2. The charges and then the 
mswer of the accused shall be fazard. 3. The witnesses 
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for the prosecution and then those for the accused shall 
be examined, or the testimony, in this order, read, if in 
writing. 4. The parties shall be heard, first for the pros- 
ecution, then for the accused, thé prosecution then 
closing. 5. The roll shall be called, that the members 
may express their opinion in the cause, 6. The decision 
shall be made, and judgment entered on record. 

27. Either party may, for cause, challenge the right 
of any one or more members, one at a time, to sit in the 
trial of the case, which question must be decided by the 
members of the court other than the one challenged. 

28. Any member of a court who shall, during the 
pendency of a trial, express his opinion as to its merits 
to either party, or to any person not a member of the 
court; or shall absent himself from any sitting without 
permission of the court, or satisfactory reasons rendered, 
shall be disqualified from taking part in the subsequent 
proceedings, and may be dealt with at the discretion of 
the court. 

29. The parties shall be allowed copies of the whole 
proceedings on demand, and at their own expense. 
Minutes of the trial shall be kept by the Clerk, which 
must contain the charges, the answer, all the testimony, 
and all such acts, orders, and decisions of the court re- 
lating to the cause as either party may desire, and also 
the judgment. The Clerk shall, without delay, attach 
together the charges, the answer, the citations, and re- 
turns thereto, and the Minutes herein required to be 
kept. These papers, when so attached, shall constitute 
the record of the cause. Whena cause is removed to a 
higher court, the lower court shall transmit the record 
thus prepared, with the addition of the notice of appeal 
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or complaint, and the reasons therefor, if any have been 
filed. Nothing not contained in this record shall be con- 
sidered in the higher court. On the final decision in the 
higher court, its judgment shall be sent to the court in 
which the case originated. 

30. No professional counsel shall be permitted, as 
such, to appear and plead in cases of process in any 
court, but either party may be represented by any mem- 
ber of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. A mem- 
ber of the court so appearing shall not be allowed to sit 
in judgment in the cause. 

31. Process in case of scandal shall commence within 
one year after the offense was committed, unless it has 
recently become flagrant. When, however, a Church- 
member shall commit an offense after removal, and his 
connection with the Church is unknown, the recent dis- 
covery of his membership may be considered equivalent 
to the offense having recently become flagrant. The 
same principle, in like circumstances, shall apply to 
ministers. 


Process BrerorE CHURCH SESSIONS. 


32. Process against all Church-members, other than 
ministers, shall be entered before the Church-session 
of the Church to which such members belong. 

33. If an accused person fail to appear before the 
Church-session after being twice duly cited, or shall re- 
fuse to plead, the f-ct and the nature of the offense 
charged shall be entered upon the records, and the ac- 
cused suspended for his contumacy. This sentence may 
be made public, and shall not be removed until he has 
repented of his contumacy, and given satisfaction in re- 
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lation to the charges against him. If the charge be one 
of gross crime or heresy, the court may proceed to in- 
flict the highest censure if the accused persist in his 
contumacy. 

34. If it be impracticable immediately to institute 
proceedings against an accused, the Church-session may, 
if it believe the edification of the Church so requires, 
forbid the accused from coming to the Lord’s table until 
the accusations can be investigated. 


Process AGAINST A MINISTER. 


35. Process against a minister shall be entered before 
the Presbytery of which he is a member. 

36. As no minister, because of his office, is to be 
screened from his sin, or slightly censured, so scandal- 
eus charges are not to be received against him on slight 
grounds. 

37. A minister guilty of a private offense is to be 
warned in private, but if the offense is persisted in, or 
it become public, the case should be brought to the at- 
tention of some other minister of the Presbytery for his 
advice. 

38. If an accused minister, having been twice duly 
cited, refuse to appear before the Presbytery, he shall 
be suspended; and if, after another citation, he still re- 
fuse to attend, he shall be deposed as contumacious, and ° 
suspended or excommunicated from the communion of 
the Church. Record must be made of the judgment, of 
the charges, and of the sentence; and the same shall be 
made public. 

89. Heresy and schism may be such as to warrant 
deposition; but errors should be carefully considered, 
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whether they strike at the vitals of religion, and are in 
dustriously spread, or whether they arise from the weak- 
ness of the human understanding, and are not likely to 
do much injury. 

If, on investigation, the Presbytery find ‘the matter 
:omplained of amounts to nothing more than such acts 
of infirmity as may be amended, and that little or noth- 
ing exists to hinder the minister’s usefulness, it should 
take all prudent steps to correct the evil. 

40. If an accused minister make confession, and the 
offense be gross, the court shall suspend or depose him, 
however penitent he may appear. 

41. A suspended or deposed minister shall not be re- 
stored, however penitent he may appear, until he shall 
exhibit for a satisfactory period such an exemplary, 
humble, and edifying walk and conversation as shall 
_heal the wound made by his offense. A deposed minis- 
ter shall not be restored. until 1t appears that the general 
sentiment of the Church demands the same, and then 
only by the court inflicting the censure, or with its 
consent. 

42. When a minister is deposed, his Church shall be 
declared vacant; when he is suspended, it is within the 
discretion of the Presbytery whether the relation be- 
’ tween the minister and the Church he served shall be 
dissolved. 

43. Whenever a minister shall habitually fail to be 
engaged in the regular discharge of his official functions 
as prescribed by his Presbytery, it shall be the duty of 
that court to inquire into the dereliction, and take such 
steps in relation thereto as it may deem proper. 
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This principle shall also apply—the necessary changes 
being made—to ruling elders and deacons. 


* 


EVIDENCE. 


44. All persons of proper age and intelligence are 
competent witnesses, except those who do not believe in 
the existence of God or a future state of rewards and 
punishments. The accused may be allowed, but shall 
not be compelled, to testify. Either party may object to 
a witness for ee which must be decided by 
the court. 

A husband or wife shall not be compelled to testify the 
one against the other, 

45. The testimony of more than one witness, or that 
of one witness with corroborative evidence, shall -be 
necessary in order to establish a charge. 

46. No witness afterward to be examined, except a 
member of the court, shall be present during the exami- 
nation of another witness in the same case, if either 
party shall object. 

47. Witnesses must be examined, first by the party 
introducing them, then by the opposite party, after 
which any member of the court, or either party, may put 
additional! questions. All questions are put by permis- 
sion of the Moderator, subject to appeal to the court. 
The court shall not permit questions frivolous or irrel- 
evant to the charge at issue. 

48. The oath or affirmation to a witnees shall be ad- 
ministered by the Moderator, and in the following or 
like terms: Do you solemnly promise, in the presence 
of God, that you will declare the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, according to the best of yout 
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knowledge, in the matter in which you are called to 
testify, as you snall answer therefor to the Judge of 
quick and dead? 

A witness who, for conscientious reasons, prefers to 
swear or affirm in any other manner shall be allowed 
to do so. 

49. Every question put to a witness, and the answer 
thereto, shall be reduced to writing, and recorded by the 
Clerk, if deemed by the Court, or by either party, of 
sufficient importance. The testimony of each’ witness 
must be read to him for his approval and signature. 

50. The records of a court, or any part thereof, either 
original or transcribed, when authenticated by the 
Moderator and Clerk, or either, shall be accepted as 
evidence in every other court. In like manner, testi- 
mony taken by one court, and regularly certified, shall 
be received by every other court as no less valid than 
if taken by itself. 

51. When it is not convenient for a court to have 
the testimony, or any part thereof, in a particular case, 
taken in its presence, a Commission may be appointed 
for that purpose, due notice of which, and the time 
and place of the meeting thereof, shall be given to the 
parties. Testimony may also be taken on written in- 
terrogatories, by filing the same with the Clerk of the 
court, and giving ten days’ notice thereof to the ad- 
verse party, during which he may file cross-inter- 
togatories, if he desires, and the testimony shall be 
taken by the Commission, in answer to the questions 
submitted, no notice being necessary of the time and 
place of doing so. 

52. A member of the court is not disqualified from 
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acting as a judge by having given testimony in the case. 

53. An officer or private member of the Church re- 
fusing to testify may be censured for contumacy. 

54. If, after trial, new testimony be discovered, either 
party may ask, and the court may grant, a new trial. 

55. If, on appeal, new testimony be offered, the ap- 
pellate court may refer the case to the inferior court 
for a new trial, or, with the consent of parties, take 
the testimony and proceed with the cause. 


INFLICTION OF CHURCH CENSURES. 


56. Church censures ought to be suited to the nature 
of the offense, and should be administered in the pres- 
ence of the court alone, or privately by one or more 
members on its own behalf, or announced to the 
Church, at the discretion of the court. 

57. When a member or officer of the Church shail 
be guilty of a fault deserving censure, the court shail 
proceed with all tenderness, and deal with the offender 
in the spirit of meekness, to the end that he may be 
reclaimed, considering themselves, lest they should also 
be tempted. 


REMOVAL OF CHURCH CENSURES. 


58. When a person has been suspended, excommuni- 
cated, or deposed, it is proper for the rulers of the 
Church to frequently converse with him, and pray with 
and for him, that he may repent. 

59. When the court shall be satisfied as to the reality 
of the repentance of an offender, he may be admitted 
to profess the same, either in the presence of the court 
alone, or publicly, as the court may determine, and 
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may be restored to the communion of the Church, and 
to his office, if a minister, as the court may deem 
proper. In such case, the action of the court shall 
be declared to the penitent, and may be announced 
to the Church, publicly, at the option of the court. 

60. When a ruling elder or deacon has been absolved 
from the censure of deposition, he is not to resume 
the exercise of his office without reélection. 

61. When a person under censure shall remove to a 
part of the country remote from the court by which 
he was sentenced, and shall desire to profess repent- 
ance and obtain restoration, the court may, if it think 
it expedient, transmit a certified copy of its proceed- 
ings to the codrdinate court where the delinquent re- 
sides, which shall take up the case and proceed with it 
as though it had originated with itself. 

62. In proceedings to restore a suspended or deposed 
minister, it is the duty of the Presbytery to exercise 
great caution—first admitting him to the communion, 
if he has been debarred the same, then granting him 
the privilege of preaching for a season on probation, to 
test the sincerity of his repentance and prospect of use- 
fulness, and finally restoring him. However, the case 
shall be regarded as under consideration until the 
order of restoration has been made. 


Causes WitHout PROCESS. 


63. When a member shall make his offense known to 
the Church-session, a statement of the facts shall be 
recorded, and judgment rendered without process. 

64. When a member shall profess before the Church- 
session an unregenerate heart, or may, for any reason, 
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desire to cease to be a member of the Church, and no 
charges are pending against him, the court may retire 
his name from the roll, record the facts, and, at its 
option, announce them publicly. However, this action 
shall not be taken until the Church-session has ascer- 
tained, after due inquiry, that the conduct of the mem- 
ber is not the result of temptation or transient darkness 
of spirit. 

65. A minister against whom there are no charges, 
if fully satisfied that God has not called him to the 
ministry, or if he has satisfactory evidence of his in- 
ability to serve the Church with acceptance, or if he 
shall for any other reason desire to do so, may report 
to the Presbytery at a stated meeting, and ask to be 
divested of his office without censure. At the next 
stated meeting the Presbytery may do so. 

66. When a member or officer shall renounce the 
communion of this Church by joining some other evan- 
gelical Church, if in good standing, the irregularity shall 
be recorded, and his name erased. If charges are pend- 
ing against him, they shall be communicated tothe 
Church which he has joined. If the denomination be 
heretical, an officer shall have his name stricken from 
the roll, and be divested of his office; but a private 
member shall not be otherwise noticed than as above 


prescribed. 


REMovING QUESTIONS FROM a LoweER To A HIGHER 
Court. 


67. Every decision made by any Church-court, ex- 
cept the highest, is subject to the review of a superior 
a , 
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court,.and may be brought before it by general review 
and control, reference, appeal, or complaint. 


GENERAL REVIEW AND CONTROL. 


68. Every court above the Church-session shall, at 
stated intervals, as prescribed, review the proceedings of 
the court next below. If any lower court shall omit to 
send up its records for this purpose, the higher court 
may order them to be produced, either immediately, or 
at a particular time, as circumstances may require. 

69. In reviewing the records of an inferior court, it 
is proper to examine: 1. Whether the proceedings have 
been regular. 2. Whether they have been wise, equita- 
ble, and for the edification of the Church. 3. Whether 
they have been correctly recorded. 4. Whether the in- 
junctions of the superior courts have been obeyed. 

70. Generally, the superior court may -discharge its 
duty by simply recording on its own Minutes the ap- 
proval, the correction of proceedings, or the censure 
which it may think proper to pass on the records under 
review, also by making an entry of the same in the 
book reviewed. But, should irregular proceedings be 
found, such as demand interference, the inferior court 
may be required to review and correct them. In cases 
of process, however, no judgment of an inferior court 
shall be reversed, unless regularly brought up by ap- 
peal or complaint. 

71. Should courts neglect to perform their duty, and 
thereby heretical opinions or corrupt practices be al- 
lowed to gain ground, or offenders suffered to escape, 
or circumstances of great irregularity be not distinctly 
recorded, whereby their records may not exhibit a full 
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view of their proceedings, the superior court, if satis- 
fied that such neglect or irregularity has occurred, shall 
take cognizance of the same, examine, deliberate, and 
judge in the whole matter as if it had been recorded, 
and thus brought up by review of the records. 

72. When a court of appellate jurisdiction shall be 
advised, either by the records of the court below, or by 
memorial with or without protest, or by any other sat- 
isfactory mode, of any important delinquency or irrez- 
ular proceedings of such court, it may be cited to appear 
by representative or in writing, at a specified time and 
place, to show what it has done, or failed to do, in the 
matter in question. The court issuing the citation, after 
full investigation, may reverse the proceedings in other 
than judicial cases, or it may remit the whole matter 
to the court below, with an injunction to take it up and 
dispose af it in a regular manner; or all further pro- 
ceedings in the matter may be suspended by the ap- 
pellate court, as circumstances may require. 


REFERENCES. 


73. A reference is a representation of a matter nat 
yet decided, made by an inferior to a higher court, and 
must always be in writing. 

74. Cases which are new, important, difficult, or of 
peculiar delicacy, as to which the inferior court may be 
divided in opinion, or as to which, for any reason, it is 
desirable that the higher court-should first decide, are 
proper subjects for reference. 

75. References are either for mere advice, prepara- 
tory to a decision by the inferior court, or for ultimate 
decision by the superior court. In the former case, the 
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reference only suspends the decision of the court from 
which it comes; in the latter, it submits the whole‘case 
to the final judgment of the superior court. 

76. Although references may in some cases be 
proper, yet it is generally for the good of the Church 
that every court should exercise its own judgment. 

77. A reference ought, generally, to procure advice 
from the superior court; yet that court is not bound to 
give a final judgment, but may remit the whole matter, 
either with or without advice, to othe court by which it 
was referred. 

78. References must always be ee to the court im- 
mediately superior. 

79. A court making a) ‘reference must have all the 
testimony and othet documents duly prepared and in 

readiness for the PR fo) a superior court. 
f \APHENs. 


80. An apne is the removal of a cause already de- 
cided from an inferior to a superior court, the effect of 
which is to arrest sentenge until the matter is finally 
decided. It is allowable/ ‘after judgment, to either of 
the parties to/the proceedings, but\those who have not 
submitted to /a regulaf trial are not entitled to appeal. 

81. Any itregular ty in the proceedings of the in- 
ferior court, a refusal of reasonable indulgence to 
either party, declining to receive important testimony, 
hurrying tg a Aecision before _the testimony is fully 
taken, a manifestation of prejudice_in the cause, and 
mistake or] #hjustice in the judgment, are all proper 
grounds of appeal. 

82. Every appellant must give notice of his intention 
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to appeal, and the reasons therefor, in writing, to the - 
court before its adjournment, or within ten days there- 
after to the Moderator or Clerk. 

83. No appeal shall be carried from an inferior to. 
any other court than the one immediately superior. 

84. In considering an appeal, the following order 
shall be observed: 1. Ascertaining whether the appel- 
lant has conducted it regularly. 2. To read the record 
of the cause. 3. To hear the parties—first the appel- 
lant, then the appellee, the appellant then to close. 4. 
To call the roll, that the members may express their 
opinion in the cause. 5. The vote shall be taken. The 
decision may be either to confirm or reverse, in whole 
or in part, the judgment of the inferior court; or to ree 
mit the cause for the purpose of amending the record, 
should it appear to be incorrect or defective, or for a 
new trial. 

85. If an appellant fail to prosecute his appeal, it 
shall be regarded as abandoned, and the judgment ap- 
pealed from shall be final; and he shall be considered as 
abandoning his appeal, if it be not presented to the ap- 
pellate court during the next stated meeting thereof, 
unless such failure be without fault on his part. ~~ 

86. If an appellant manifest a litigious or other un- 
christian spirit in the prosecution of his appeal, he 
shall be censured according to the degree of his offense. 

87. If the infliction of the sentence of suspension, 
excommunication, or deposition, be arrested by appeal,. 
the judgment appealed from shall, nevertheless, be con- 
sidered as in force until the appeal shall be decided. 

88. If any court shall neglect to send up the record 
of the cause to the stated meeting of the appellate court: 
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next after the appeal is taken, it shall be censured ac- 
cording to the circumstances of the case, and the judg- 
ment appealed from shall be suspended until the record 
be produced. 

CoMPLAINTS. 


89. A complaint is a representation made to a supe- 
rior court against an inferior court. Any member of 
the Church, submitting to its authority, may complain 
against every kind of decision, except where an appeal 
has been taken. A complaint shall not suspend, while 
pending, the effect of the decision of which the com- 
plaint is made. Notice of complaint shall be given in 
the same time and manner as notice of appeal. 

90. The superior court has discretionary power 
either to annul any portion of the whole decision com- 
plained of, or to send it back to the inferior court with 
instructions for a new hearing. 

91. The court against which complaint is made shail 
send up its records in the case, and be subject to the 
same censure for failing to do so, as is prescribed in 
case of appeal. 


DISSENTS AND PROTESTS. 


92. A dissent is a declaration by one or more mem- 

bers of a minority of a court, expressing a different 
opinion from that of the majority, as to a particular 
matter. A dissent, unaccompanied with reasons, shall 
be entered on the records of the court. 
, 98. A protest ‘is a more solemn and formal declara- 
tion by a minority against the action of the majority, 
and is- generally accompanied with the reasons upon 
which it is founded. 
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94. If a protest or dissent be couched in temperate 
language, and be respectful to the court, it shall ‘be re- 
corded; and the court may put an answer thereto on its 
records. 

95. The higher court shall take cognizance of, and 
render its judgment on, all protests appearing upon the 
tecords passing under its review. 


JURISDICTION. 


96. When a member shall remove from one Church 
to another, he shall produce satisfactory testimonials of 
his Church-membership and dismission before he can 
be admitted, unless the Church-session has other satis- 
factory means of information. 

Members, when dismissed, shall be under the juris- 
diction of the Church-session dismissing them until 
they shall be admitted into some other Church. 

97. If a Church-member shall remove beyond the 
bounds of the Church to which he belongs, and for one 
year shall neglect to call for a letter of dismission, his 
name may be retired upon a separate roll, of which due 
record shall be made. 

98. When a Presbytery shall dismiss a minister, 
licentiate, or candidate, he shall remain under the juris- 
diction of the Presbytery thus dismissing him until he 

_shall be received by another. No minister or proba- 
tioner, a member of a Presbytery, shall be admitted to® 
membership into another Presbytery without a letter of 
dismission from the Presbytery to which he belongs, or 
from the Synod of which said Presbytery is a constit- 
uent part. 
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99. Except by consent of the Synod, ministers shali 
not be permitted to hold membership in a Presbytery 
other than that in whose bounds they reside. 

100. No certificate of dismission, from either a 
Church-session or a Presbytery, shall be valid testimony 
of good standing for a longer period than one year; 
and such certificate, given to persons who have already. 
removed, shall state the standing of the person only 
to the time of removal. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


MoDERATOR. = 


1. Tle Moderator possesses, by delegation from the 
whole body, all authority necessary for the preserva- 
tion of order, for directing business according to the 
rules of the Church, and for convening the court as pre- 
scribed by the Government, and adjourning the same 
according to its own order. 

The minister in charge, when present, is the Moder- 
ator of the Church-session, except where he is a party, 
or is personally interested in the subject-matter under 
consideration, in which event one of the ruling elders 


‘may preside, or the Church-session may invite some 


other minister to act as Moderator. 

The Moderator of the other Church-courts shall be 
elected at each stated meeting thereof, and holds his of- 
fice until his successor shall be elected. At the opening 
of each stated meeting of these courts a sermon shall be 
preached, if practicable, by the Moderator, or by some 
minister selected for that purpose either by him or the 
Stated Clerk. 

In the absence of the Moderator the Stated Cterk 
shall preside until a Moderator is elected; and in the 
absence of both Moderator and Stated Clerk, the mem- 
bers present shall select some member to preside until 
a Moderator shall be chosen. 
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STATED CLERK. 


2. Each Church-court shall appoint a Stated Clerk, 
who shall keep and preserve all Minutes, documents, 
and papers committed to his care, and carry, or send 
by a faithful messenger, the Minutes of each meeting 
to the meeting next succeeding. He shall hold his 
office during the pleasure of the court. 

It shall be his duty to record all the Minutes in a 
well-bound book to be kept for that purpose; to grant 
extracts from them when properly required. Such ex- 
tracts, under his hand, shall be considered authentic 
evidence of the facts which they declare. He shall also 
perform the duties of Clerk during the meeting of the 
court, unless otherwise determined by it. 


ApMISsION oF NEw CHURCHES. 


3. When a new Church is organized it shall, through 
its Church-session, apply to the Presbytery in the 
bounds of which it is located to become a constituent 
thereof, in the following or like form: 

To the Presbytery of —————: 

The undersigned respectfully represent that on the 
— day of , A.D. —, there was organized by the 
Rev. (or by a Commission of Presbytery, as the 
case may be), at , a new Church, adopting the prin- 
ciples of the Government of the Cumberland Presbyte- 


rian Church, with a membership of ,and electing 
the ‘undersigned as ruling elders, and and —— as 
deacons. 


‘Under and by authority of said Church, we do hereby 
apply to be received under your care, and we promise a 
cheerful compliance on its: part, as well as our owa, 
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with all the duties and obligations enjoined upon par- 
ticular Churches and their officers by the Government 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 


nT Ware 
(Date.) (Ruling Elders.) 
SELECTING MINISTERS AND PAsTors. 


4. In the exercise of its power to procure a minister 
to take charge of a Church as pastor or otherwise, the 
Church-session should in all cases endeavor to ascertain 
the will of the Church, and procure such minister as 
will best subserve the interests of that particular Church. 

When it is desired to enter into the pastoral relation 
with a minister, a call shall be presented to him by the 
Church-session in the following or like form: 

- To the Rev. —————-: 

The Church of , being, on sufficient grounds, 
well satisfied of your ministerial qualifications, and hay- 
ing good hopes that your ministrations in the gospel will 
be profitable to our spiritual interests, do earnestly call 
you to undertake the pastoral office therein, promising 
you, in the discharge of your duty, all proper support, 
encouragement, and obedience in the Lord. That you 
may be free from worldly cares and avocations, we 

promise and obligate ourselves to pay you the sum of 

$———,, in regular monthly (or quarterly, or haif- 

yearly, or yearly) payments, during the time of your 

being and continuing the regular pastor of this Church. 
By order of the Church-session. : 


Weateaary PEE Tw 
(Date. ) (Clerk of Session. ) 
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This call being presented to and approved by the 
Presbytery, it will take the necessary steps for the 
installation of the pastor which are necessary to this 
relation. 

LETTER oF DISMISSION. 


(Church-member.) 


5. The following form is recommended: 

This certifies that , a member of this Church in 
good standing, is hereby dismissed therefrom at his own 
request, and is recommended to the favorable considera- 
tion of the people of God wherever his lot may be cast. 
The following are the names of is baptized children: 


Given by order of the Church-session of Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church at , this — day of 


, A.D. : pee ee 
Attest : Moderator, 


? 
Clerk of Session. 


If the one to whom the letter is granted has served as 
a ruling elder or deacon, the fact should be stated. . 


LETTER oF DISMISSION. 
(Minister.) 


6. The following form is recommended: 

This certifies that , an ordained minister (or 
licentiate or candidate, as the case may be) of the 
Presbytery of of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, is, at his own request, dismissed therefrom, and 
recommended to the favorable consideration df the peo- 
ple of God wherever his lot may be cast. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS. 141 


Given by order of said Presbytery, this — day of 
—, A.D. —. ——. 


Stated Clerk. 
ADMISSION OF MINISTERS. 

7%. Ministers from other denominations seeking ad- 
mission to a Presbytery shall be examined touching 
their views in theology and upon Church-government ; 
shall be required to answer in the affirmative the ques- 
tions put to licentiates at their ordination, and shall, in 
other respects, satisfy the Presbytery of their fitness 
for the gospel ministry. 


CALLED MEETINGS. 

8. Called meetings of Church-courts above the 
Church-session shall be composed of the same members, 
or their alternates, constituting the preceding stated 
meeting of the same court, unless the constituent body 
shall designate some one else as a representative to such 
called meeting. 


CoRRESPONDING MEMBERS. 


9. Ministers in good standing.in other Presbyteries, 
or in any ecclesiastical body with which this Church has 
established correspondence, being present at any meet- 
ing of a Presbytery or Synod, may be invited to sit and 
deliberate as advisory members. Ministers of like stand- 
ing in other evangelical Churches may be invited to sit 
as visiting brethren. It is proper for the Moderator ap- 
propriately to introduce these ministers. 


Form oF CoMMISSIONS. 


10. For Synodical delegates the following or like 
form is recommended: 
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The Presbytery of , being met at , on the 
— day of , A.D. ——, doth hereby appoint ministers 
, or, in the absence of any one or more of them, 
then ministers , in the order named; and ruling 
elders , or, in the absence of any one or more of 
them, then ruling elders. , in the order named, to 
be the delegates on behalf of this Presbytery to the next 
stated meeting of the Synod of , to be held at 
on the — day of IID: , or wherever and when- 
ever the said meeting may be held; to consult, vote, and 
determine on all things that may come before that meet- 
ing, according to the principles of the Government of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the word of 
God; and of their diligence herein they are to render an 
account on their return. 

Signed by order of the Presbytery. 


Clerk. ee 7 

This commission is to be given to each one of the 
delegates, if demanded, and a copy forwarded immedi- 
ately after the election to the Stated Clerk of the Synod. 

11. Each Commissioner, before his name shall be en- 
rolled as a member of the General Assembly, shall pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence of his appointment. 

A commission in the following or like form shall be 
furnished each Commissioner : 


The Presbytery of , in the Synod of , be- 
ing met on the — day of , A.D, ——, at , doth 
hereby appoint ministers (post-office address 

) and —— (post-office address ——), or, in case 


of the absence of either of them, then ministers 
(post-office address ——) and —— (post-office ad- 
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dress ——), in the order named;.and ruling elders 
(post-office address ) and —— (post-office address 
—) ; or, in case of the absence of either of them, then 
ruling elders (post-office address ) and —— 
(post-office address ), in the order named, to be 
Commissioners on behalf of this Presbytery to the next 
stated meeting of the General Assembly of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church, to be held at on 
the — day of , ALD: , or wherever and when- 
ever the said meeting may be held, to consult, vote, and 
determine on all things that may come before the same, 
according to the principles of the Government of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the word of God; 
and of their diligence herein they are to render an ac- 
count on their return. 
Signed by order of the Presbytery. 


? 


Clerk. _ Moderator. 
_. This commission is to be furnished to each of the 
Commissioners, if demanded, and a copy forwarded, 
immediately after the election, to the Stated Clerk of 
the General Assembly. 


CoNTINGENT FUND. 


12. The Church-courts, above the Church-session, 
may from time to time make such assessments upon 
their constituent bodies as may be necessary to meet the 
contingent expenses of the court making the assess- 
ment; may provide the way and manner in which the 
same shall be paid, and prescribe such rules in relation 
thereto as may be deemed necessary to secure the 
prompt payment thereof. 
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GENERAL ENTERPRISES. 


138. To the General Assembly belongs the power to 
originate and carry on such general enterprises as mis- 
sions, publication, education of probationers, ministe- 
rial relief, and such others as it may from time to time 
deem for the best interests of the whole Church. It 
may designate the plans and agencies by which these 
enterprises shall be conducted, and the inferior courts 
shall see that its injunctions in this respect are duly 
observed. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 


14. The standing committees of the various Church- 
courts shall be such as may from time to time be deter- 
mined by such courts. 


ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONS. 


15. Commissions differ from ordinary committees in 
this, that while the committee is appointed simply to 
examine, consider, and report, the Commission is au- 
thorized to deliberate upon and conclude the business 
submitted to it, subject, however, to the review of the 
court appointing it. To this end full records of its pro- 
ceedings must be submitted to the court appointing it, 
which, if approved, may be entered on the Minutes of 
that court. 

The taking of testimony in judicial cases, the ordina- 
tion of ministers, and the installation of pastors, the 
visitation of portions of the Church affected with disor- 
der, and the organization of new Churches, may be exe- 
cuted by a Commission. The Commission for the ordi- 
nation of a minister shall always consist of a quorum of 
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the court, but the Presbytery itself shall conduct the 
previous examinations. 

The Synod and the General Assembly may, with the 
consent. of parties, commit any case of trial coming be- 
fore them on appeal to the judgment of a Commission 
composed of others than members of the court: froin 
which the appeal shall come. A majority of such Com- 
mission shall be a quorum. - The Commission shall try 
the cause in the manner prescribed by the Government,— 
and in rendering judgment shall make a full statement 
of the case, which shall be submitted te the court for its 
action as its judgment in the cause. 


10 
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SANCTIFICATION OF THE LoRD’S-DAY. 


1. It is the duty of every person to remember the 
Lord’s-day, and to prepare for it before its approach. 
All worldly business should be so ordered, and season- 
ably laid aside, as that no one may be hindered from 
sanctifying the Sabbath, as the Holy Scriptures require. 

2. The entire day is to be kept holy to the Lord, and 
to be employed in the public and private exercises of re- 
ligion. Therefore, it is requisite that there be a holy 
resting, all the day, from unnecessary labors, and an 
abstaining from those recreations which may be lawful 
on other days; and also, as much as possible, from 
worldly thoughts and conversation. 

8. Let the provisions for the support of the family on 
that day be so ordered that servants or others be not 
improperly detained from the public worship of God, 
nor hindered from sanctifying the Sabbath. 

4. Let every person and family, in the morning, by 
secret and private prayer, for themselves and others, 
especially for the assistance of God to their minister, 
and for a blessing upon his ministry, by reading the 
Scriptures, and by holy meditation, prepare for com- 
munion with God in his public ordinances. 

5. Let the people be careful to assemble at the ap- 
pointed time; that, being all present at the beginning, 
they may unite with one heart in all the parts of public 
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worship; and let none unnecessarily depart until after 
the benediction. 

6. Let the time after the solemn services of the con- 
gregation in public are over be spent in reading, medi- 
tation, reading of sermons, catechising, religious conver- 
sation, prayer for a blessing upon the public ordinances, 
singing psalms, hymns, or spiritual songs, visiting the 
sick, relieving the poor, and in performing such like 
duties of piety, charity, and mercy. 


BreHavior DuRING DivINE SERVICE. 


7. When the time appointed for public worship has 
come, let the people enter the church and take their 
seats in a decent, grave, and reverent manner, and de- 
port themselves as becomes the Lord’s house. In time 
of public worship, let all the people attend with rev- 
erence. 


Pustic READING oF THE Hoty ScrRIPTuRES. 


8. The reading of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
the New Testament in the congregation is a part of the 
public worship of God, and ought to be performed by 
ministers and teachers in such a manner as that all may 
hear and understand. 


- Sincinc Psatms, HyMNs, AND SPIRITUAL SONGS. 


9. It is the duty of Christians to praise God by sing- 
ing psalms or hymns publicly in the church, as also 
privately in the family. In singing the praises of God, 
Christians are to sing with the spirit and with the un- 
derstanding also, making melody in their hearts unto 
the Lord. It is also proper that they cultivate some 
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knowledge of the rules of music, that they may praise 
God in a becoming manner with voices as well as with 
hearts. 

Pusiic PRAYER, 


10. After singing a psalm or hymn, it is proper that, 
before sermon, a full and appropriate prayer should be 
offered. Prayer after sermon ought generally to have a 
relation to the subject that has been treated in the dis- 
course, and ali other public prayers to the circumstances 
that give occasion for them. 


PREACHING. 


11. The preaching of the word being an institution of 
God for the salvation of man, great attention should be 
paid to the manner of performing it. Every minister 
ought to give diligent application to it, and endeavor 
to prove himself a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

12. The subject of a sermon should be some verse or 
verses of the Scriptures, and its object to explain, de- 
fend, and apply some part of the system of Divine truth, 
or to point out the nature and state the bounds and 
obligation of some duty. A text should not be merely a 
motto, but should fairly contain the doctrines proposed 
to be handled. It is proper, also, that large portions of 
the Scriptures be sometimes expounded and particularly 
explained for the instruction of the people. 

13. The method of preaching requires much study, 
meditation, and prayer. Ministers ought, in general, to 
prepare their sermons with care, and not to indulge 
themselves in loose, extemporary harangues, nor to 
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serve God with that which cost them naught. They 
ought, however, to keep to the simplicity of the gospel, 
expressing themselves in language agreeable to the 
Scriptures, and adapted to the understanding of all their 
hearers. They ought also to adorn by their lives the 
doctrine which they teach, and to be examples for be- 
lievers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity. 

14. Ministers ought to fe careful not to make their 
sermons so long as to interfere with or exclude the im: 
portant duties of prayer and praise, but preserve a just 
proportion between the several parts of- public worship. 


ADMINISTRATION OF BAPTISM. 


15. Baptism is not to be unnecessarily delayed, and 
should be administered by an ordained minister of the 
gospel. 

16. When a child is to be baptized, it should be pre- 
.sented before the minister by one or both of the parents. 

Before baptism, let the minister use some words of 
instruction respecting the institution, nature, use, and 
ends of this ordinance—showing: — 

That it is instituted by Christ; that it is a seal of the 
righteousness of faith; that the children of the faithful 
- have no less a right to the ordinance of the gospel than 
the clrildren of Abraham to circumcision under the Old 
Testament; that Christ commanded all nations to be 
baptized; that he blessed little children, declaring that 
of such is the kingdom of heaven; that we are, by 
nature, polluted, and have need of cleansing by the 
blood of Christ, and by the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 
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The minister is also to exhort the parents to the care- 
ful performance of their duty—requiring: 

That they teach the child to read the word of God; 
that they instruct it in the principles of our holy re- 
ligion, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testament, an excellent summary of which we 
have in the Confession of Faith of this Church, and in 
the Catechism, which are to be recommended to them 
as adopted by the Church for their direction and as- 
sistance in the discharge of this important duty; that 
they pray with and for it; that they set an example of 
piety and godliness before it; and endeavor, by all the 
means of God’s appointment, to bring up their child in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Then the minister is to pray for a blessing to attend 
this ordinance; after which, calling the child by its 
name, he shall say: 

I baptize thee into the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

As he pronounces these words, he is to baptize the 
child with water, by pouring or sprinkling it on the face 
“of the child, without adding any other ceremony, and 
the whole shall be concluded with prayer. 

17. When unbaptized adults apply for baptism, the 
ordinance shall be administered upon profession of their _ 
faith in Christ, they having given satisfactory evidence 
of their conversion to God. 


ry 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE Lorp’s SUPPER. 


18. The communion, or supper of the Lord, is to be 
celebrated frequently, but how often may be determined 
by the minister and eldership of each particular Church, 
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as they may judge most for edification. None should 
partake of this holy communion except those who have 
faith to discern the Lord’s body. It is proper that pub- 
lic notice should be given at least the Sabbath before the 
administration of this ordinance; and that, either then 
or on some day in the week, the people be instructed in 
its nature, and a due preparation for it, that all may 
come in a suitable mann€r to this holy feast. 

19. Introducing this service, the minister shall show: 

That this is an ordinance of Christ, by reading the 
words of institution, either from one of the Evangelists 
or -from 1 Cor. xi., which he may explain and apply; 
that it is to be observed in remembrance of Christ, to 
show forth his death till he come; that it is of inesti- 
mable benefit to strengthen his people against sin; to 
support them under troubles; to encourage and quicken 
them in duty; to inspire them with love and zeal; to 
increase their faith and holy resolution, and to beget 
peace of conscience and comfortable hopes of eternal 
‘life. 

He shall invite to this holy table only such as, sensible 
of their lost and helpless state by sin, depend upon the 
atonement of Christ for pardon and acceptance with 
God; such as, being instructed in the gospel doctrine, 
have a competent knowledge to discern the Lord’s body, 
and such as are determined to lead a holy and godly life. 

20. The table on which the elements are placed being 
decently covered, the bread in convenient dishes, and 
the wine in cups, the communicants orderly and gravely 
sitting around the table, or in the seats before it, in the 
presence of the minister, let him set the elements apart 
by prayer and thanksgiving. 
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The bread and wine being thus set apart by prayer 
and thanksgiving, the minister is to take the bread and 
break it, in view of the people, saying, in expressions of 
this sort: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, as I, ministering in his name, 
give this bread unto you, saying [here the bread is to be 
distributed], Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken 
for you; this do in remembrance of me. 

After having given the bread, he shall take the cus 
and say: 

After the same manner, our Saviour also took the cup, 
and having given thanks, as has been done in his name, 
he gave it to his disciples, saying [while the minister is 
repeating these words let him give the cup], This is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins; drink ye all of it. 

The minister himself is to commune at such time as 
may appear to him most convenient. 

The minister may, in a few words, put the communi- 
cants in mind: 

Of the grace of God, in Jesus Christ, held forth in 
this sacrament, and of their obligation to be the Lord’s 
servants; and may exhort them to walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith they are called; and as they have 
professedly received Christ Jesus the Lord, that they 
may be careful so to walk in him, and to maintain good 
works. 

It may not be improper for ministers to give a word 
of exhortation also to those who have been only specta- 
tors—reminding them: 
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Of their duty; stating their sin and danger by living 
in disobedience to Christ, in neglecting this holy ordi- 
nance; and calling upon them to be earnest in making 
preparation for attending upon it at the next time of its 
celebration. 

Then the minister is to pray and give thanks to God: 

For his rich mercy and invaluable goodness, vouch- 
safed to them in that sacred communion; to implore 
pardon for any defects of the service; and to pray for 
the acceptance of their persons and performances; for 

-the gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit to enable 
them, as they have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
to walk in him; that they may hold fast that which they 
received, that no man take their crowns; that their con- 
versation may be as becomes the gospel; that they may 
bear about with them continually the dying of the Lord 
Jesus; that the life also of Jesus may be manifest in 
their mortal bodies; that their light may so shine before 
men that others, seeing their good works, may glorify 
their Father who is in heaven. 

Now, let a psalm or hymn be sung, and the congrega- 
tion dismissed with the following or some other gospel 
benediction: 

Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheen, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


ADMISSION OF PERSONS INTO THE CHURCH. 


21. In publicly receiving new members into the 
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Church on profession of their faith in Christ, the fol- 
lowing is recommended as a 


Form of Church Covenant. 


Let the candidates for membership rise, and the min- 
ister propound to them, severally, the following ques- 
tions, to be answered in the affirmative: 

I. Do you receive the Scriptures of the Old and the 
New Testament as the word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice? 

II. Have you experienced that you were a condemned 
and helpless sinner, and, so far as you know your own 
heart, have you believed in Christ as an all-sufficieut 
Saviour, realizing that God, for Christ’s sake, has par- 
doned your sins? 

III. Will you earnestly strive to avoid the follies and 
vices.of the world, to increase in knowledge, to grow is 
grace, and to live henceforth for Christ? 

IV. Do you promise to abide by and support the rules 
and regulations of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
so long as you may be a member thereof; to be faithful 
in your attendance at the public religious services in 
the congregation, including the prayer-meetings, as God 
may give you health and strength, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; to love 
your brethren in the Lord; to act toward them with 
kindness and justice; to judge with candor, and admon- 
ish with charity? 

V. As you consecrate yourself to God, you also conse- 
crate your substance; and being his steward, do you 
promise to contribute of that substance, as he may pros- 
per you, to the support of the gospel? 


~ 
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After answering these questions in the affirmative, the 
applicants for membership should be baptized, unless 
they have previously received that sacrament; and the 
minister should deliver a charge, suitable to the occa- 
sion, to the newly-received members and to the con- 
gregation. 

This form of Church-covenant is not to supersede the 
examination of applicants by the Church-session. 

22. In publicly receiving members into the Church 
by letter, the following form is recommended: 

Let the minister make proper announcement of the 
name and former Church-relation of the persons to be 
received, and then ask them to stand at their respective 
places in the audience, or at the altar of the church, as 
he may prefer. He may then say: 

Having already confessed Christ, you to-day renew 
your covenant with God, and transfer your membership 
to this Church. May God-give you grace to honor him 
and to promote the spread of the gospel, the peace of 
the Church, and the salvation of souls. 

Let the minister here call upon all the members to 
rise, and he may then say to the newly-admitted mem- 
bers, whether by letter or on profession of faith: 

We, the officers and members of this Church, do now 
affectionately welcome you to membership and fellow- 
ship in this Christian household; and we devoutly pray 
that God may make you happy and useful in the new 
relation which you have assumed. 

And now may the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do 
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his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 


SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGE. 


23. Marriage is not a sacrament, nor peculiar to the 
Church of Christ. It is proper that every Common- 
wealth, for the good of society, make laws to regulate 
marriage, which all citizens are bound to obey. 

24. Parents ought neither to compel their children 
to marry contrary to their own inclinations, nor deny 
their consent without just and important reasons. 

25. When the parties present themselves for mar- 
riage, the minister shall proceed to give them some in- 
struction from the Scriptures respecting the institution 
and the duties of this state, showing: 

That God has instituted marriage for the comfort and 
happiness of mankind, in declaring that a man shall for- 
sake his father and mother and cleave unto his wife, and 
that marriage is honorable in all; that he has appointed 
various duties which are incumbent upon those who 
enter into this relation, such as high esteem and mutual 
love for one another; bearing with each other’s infirmi- 
ties and weaknesses to which human nature is subject 
in its present lapsed state; to encourage each other un- 
der the various ills of life; to comfort one another in 
sickness; in honesty and industry to provide for each 
other’s temporal support; to pray for and encourage one 
another in the things which pertain to God and to their 
immortal souls, and to live together as the heirs of the 
grace of life. 

Then the minister shall cause the bridegroom and the 
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bride to join their hands, and shall pronounce the mar- 
riage covenant, first to the man, in these words: 

You take this woman, whom you hold by the hand, 
to be your lawful and married wife; and you promise 
and covenant, in the presence of God and these wit- 
nesses, that you will be unto her a loving and faithful 
husband until you shall be separated by death? 

The bridegroom shall express his consent by saying, 
I do. 

Then the minister shall express himself to the woman 
in these words: 

You take this man, whom you hold by the hand, to be 
your lawful and married husband; and you promise 
and covenant, in the presence of God and these wit- 
nesses, that you will be unto him a loving and faithful 
wife until you shall be separated by death? 

The bride shall express her consent by saying, I do, 

Then the minister is to say: 

_I pronounce you husband and wife, according to the 
ordinance of God. Whom, therefore, God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 

After this the minister may exhort them, in 2 a 
words, to the mutual discharge of their duties. 

Then let him conclude with a prayer suitable to the 
occasion. 

VISITATION OF THE SICK. 

26. When persons are sick, it is their duty, before 
their strength and understanding fail them, to send for 
their minister, and to make known to him, with pru- 
dence, their spiritual state, or to consult him on the con- 
cerns of their precious souls. And it is his duty to visit 
them, and to apply himself, with all tenderness and love, 
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to administer spiritual good to their immortal souls. 
He shall pray for the sick, instructing them out of the 
Scriptures, administering to them consolation, convic- 
tion, support, or encouragement, as each case may seem 
to require. 

BurIAL OF THE DEAD. 


27. When any person departs this life, let the corpse 
be taken care of in a decent manner, and kept a proper 
and sufficient time before interment. 

When the season for the funeral comes, let the dead 
body be decently attended to the grave and interred. 
During such solemn occasions let all who attend con- 
duct themselves with becoming gravity, and apply them- 
selves to serious meditation or discourse; and the. min- 
ister, if present, may exhort them to consider the frailty 
of life, and the importance of being prepared for death 
and eternity. 


FASTING AND THANKSGIVING. 


28. There is no day commanded in the Scriptures to 
be kept holy except the Sabbath. Nevertheless, to ob- 
serve days of fasting and thanksgiving, as the extraor- 
dinary dispensations of Divine Providence may direct, 
is both scriptural and rational. Fasts and thanksgiving 

_may be observed by individual Christians or families in 
private; by particular Churches; by a number of 
Churches contiguous to each other; by the Churches 
under the care of a Presbytery, or by the whole Church. 

29. It must be left to the judgment and discretion of 
every Christian and family to determine when it is 
proper to observe a private fast or thanksgiving; and to 
the Church-session to determine for a _ particular 
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Church; and to the Presbyteries or Synods to determine 
for larger districts. When it is deemed expedient that 
a fast or thanksgiving should be general, the call for 
it must be determined by the General Assembly. And if 
at any time the civil power should think it proper to 
appoint a fast or thanksgiving, it is the duty of the min- 
isters and people to pay all due respect to the same. 
Public notice is to be given a convenient time before the 
day of fasting or thanksgiving comes, that persons may 
so order their temporal affairs that tney may properly 
attend to the duties thereof. 

30. On fast-days let the minister point out the au- 
thority and providence calling to the observance thereof. 
On days of thanksgiving he is to give .ike information 
respecting the authority and providence which call to 
the observance of them. It is the duty of people on 
these days to rejoice with holy gladness of heart, but let 
seriousness be so joined with mirth that no excess or 
unbecoming levity be indulged in. 


SecRET AND FAMILY WorSHIP. 


31. Besides the public worship in congregations, it is 
the indispensable duty of each person alone in secret, 
and every family by itself in private, to pray and to 
worship God. 

32. Secret worship is most plainly enjoined by our 
Lord. In this duty every one, apart by himself, is to 
spend some time in prayer, reading the Scriptures, holy 
meditation, and serious self-examination. The many 
advantages arising from a conscientious discharge of 
these duties are best known to those who are found in 
the faithful discharge of them. 
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33. Family worship, which ought to be performed by 
every family, ordinarily morning and evening, consists 
in prayer, reading the Scriptures, and singing praises. 

34. The head of the family, who is to lead in this 
service, ought to be careful that all members of his 
household duly attend, and that none withdraw them- 
selves unnecessarily from any part of family worship, 
and that all refrain from their common business while. 
the Scriptures are read, and gravely attend to the same 
no less than when prayer or praise is offered up. 

35. Let heads of families be careful to instruct their 
children and servants in the principles of religion. 
Every proper opportunity ought to be embraced for such 
instruction. The Sabbath evenings, after public wor- 
ship, should be sacredly preserved for this purpose. 
Making unnecessary private visits on the Lord’s-day, 
admitting strangers into the families, except when ne- 
cessity or charity requires it, or any other practices, 
whatever plausible pretenses may. be offered in their 
favor, if they interfere with the above imovortant and 
necessary duty, should be avoided. 


_ RULES OF ORDER. 


Fixed rules of order are necessary in our  Church- 
judicatories, as well to relieve presiding officers from 
embarrassment as to protect the rights of every mem- 
ber; to give arrangement and mode in conducting the 
details of business and greater facility in its transac. 
tion; to economize time, and to produce uniformity and 
impartiality in ecclesiastical government. 


OPENING THE SESSIONS. 


1. The Moderator shall take the chair punctually at 
the time to which the judicatory stands adjourned; shall 
immediately call the members to order, and, on the ap- 
pearance of a quorum, the session shall be opened with 
prayer. 

2. Should a quorum not be assembled at the hour ap- 
pointed, any two members shall be competent to ad- 
journ from time to time, that an opportunity may be 
given for a quorum to convene. 

3. Upon calling the roll and marking absentees, the 
Minutes, not previously approved, shall be read, and if 
requisite, corrected. After the final adjournment of a 
judicatory, its record shall not be subject to correction 
or alteration at a subsequent meeting. 


MopeERATOR. 


It shall be the duty of the Moderator, and he has the 


power— 
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4. To preserve order, and to conduct all business be- 
fore the judicatory to a speedy and proper result. 

5. To present to the judicatory every subject of delib- 
eration that comes before it. 

6. To suggest what may appear to him the most regu- 
lar and direct way of bringing any business before the 
body. 

7%. To always announce the names of members rising 
to speak, prevent them from interrupting each other, 
from deviating from the subject, from using personal re- 
flections; require them, in speaking, always to address 
the chair, and silence those who refuse to observe order. 

8. To prevent members from leaving the judicatory 
without his permission. 

9. To give on all questions a clear and concise state- 
ment of the object of the vote, which being taken, to de- 
clare how the question has been decided. 

10. To keep notes of the items of business assigned 
to particular hours, or require the same to be done by 
the Clerk, and to call them up at the time appointed. 

11. To speak upon points of order in preference to 
other members, rising from his seat for that purpose, 
and to decide questions of order subject to an appeal to 
the judicatory. 

12. To appoint all committees, unless otherwise deter- 
mined by the judicatory. 

13. To vote upon all questions upon which the yeas 
and nays are taken, his name being the last called. In 
other cases he shall not vote unless the members be 
equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minor- 
ity, will make the division equal (provided he may 
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choose to vote with the minority), in which event the 
question shall be lost. 

14. To call, at pleasure, any member to the chair to 
preside temporarily; and, except upon questions of or- 
der, he must do so if he desires to engage in the debate. 


CLERK, 


T5. As soon as possible after the commencement vf 
the first session of every judicatory, the Clerk shall form 
a complete roll of the members present, and place the 
same in the hands of the Moderator, and add thereto 
the names of additional members when they are ad- 
mitted to their seats. 

16. He shall keep a correct and faithful record of 
the transactions of the judicatory, read all papers to be 
acted upon by the body, call and record the yeas and 
nays when required, notify the chairmen of committees 
of their appointment, giving a list of the committee, 


. and stating the business upon which the committee is 


to. act. 

17. He shall keep a list of all the committees, with 
items of unfinished business. 

18. He will not record, unless required by the judica- 
tory, any motion or resolution not adopted. 

19. He shall record motions, resolutions, and items of 
business in separate paragraphs, that they may be easily 
discovered. 

20. He shall immediately file all papers in the order 
in which they have been read, with proper indorsements, 
and keep his books and papers in perfect order. 

21. Although not deprived of the right of taking part 
in the deliberations of the judicatory, the Clerk can, as 
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a general rule, serve it more efficiently by strict atten- 
tion to the duties of his office than by engaging in 
debate. 

TREASURER, 

22. The Treasurer shall keep his books properly 
posted, so as to exhibit at all times the financial condi- 
tion of the judicatory; he shall charge himself with 
every item of property received, with the date, source, 
and other minute particulars pertaining thereto. 

23. He will. not pay out any money, or part with 
any property, without an order from the judicatory, 
signed by the Moderator and Clerk, authorizing him to 
do so, 

24. He shall report, whenever required, the condi- 
tion, in detail, of the finances of the judicatory. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


25. After the Minutes shall have been read, and cor- 
rected if necessary, and then approved, the following 
order of business shall be observed: 

First. The receiving of— 

1. Communications addressed to the body. 

2. Reports of Standing Committees. 

3. Reports of Select Committees. 

4. Resolutions. 

Each of which papers may, by unanimous consent, be 
taken up immediately on presentation; but if objection 
be made, it shall be docketed. 

Secondly. The unfinished business in which the judi- 
catory was engaged at the last preceding adjournment, — 
in preference to orders of the day; but such unfinished 
business may, on motion, without debate, be laid on the 
table, to proceed with the special order. 
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Thirdly. As soon as the special order and the unfin- 
ished business are disposed of, the business on the 
docket will be called; but motions to elect officers, to 
appoint committees, and to enroll members, shall always 
be in order, unless a member is speaking, or a vote is 
being taken. 

Motions. 


26. A motion must be seconded and then repeated by 
the Moderator before it is debated; but this shall be no 
bar to explanation of the object of any motion by the 
mover. Every motion shall be reduced to writing if the 
Moderator or any member require it. 

27. The mover of a resolution, or chairman of a com 
mittee whose report is under consideration, is entitled ty) 
the floor, if he so desire, after the Moderator has stated 
the question; and he has the right also to close the de- 
bate, notwithstanding the pending motion. 

28. A motion or resolution may be withdrawn by the 
mover, with the consent of his second, before any de- 
bate is had thereon, but not otherwise without the con- 
sent of the judicatory. 

29. No motion can be made by any member without 
rising and addressing the Moderator. 

30. A motion to postpone to a day certain, to commit, 
or to postpone indefinitely, being decided in the nega- 
tive, shall not again be allowable on the same day. 

31. When a motion is made to refer a subject to a 
standing, and also to a select committee, the question on 
reference to the standing committee shall be first in 
order. 

82. A motion to take up a particular item of busi- 


. 
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ness, if negatived, shall not be renewed before the in- 
tervention of other business. 

83. A motion to adjourn to a day certain is debat- 
able, and may be amended as to the time. 

34. No motion shall be entertained while a member 
has the floor, or while a vote is being taken on any 
question. 

35. A motion to adjourn, being negatived, shall not 
be renewed until some other proposition has been made, 
or other business transacted. 

36. A motion to lay on the table, if acted upon af- 
firmatively, postpones the matter under consideration 
during the pleasure of the judicatory. 

37. Indefinite postponement suppresses a question 
altogether, and it cannot be renewed during the session, 
except by reconsideration. 

38. If a motion under debate contains several parts, 
any member may have it divided, and a question taken 
on each part. 

39. A motion to close debate, decided in the affirma- 
tive, stops all discussion, as well upon the main question 
as those collateral thereto. 

40. Motions and resolutions shall be read by the 
Clerk as often as the reading is called for by any mem- 
ber. When the call for the reading of a paper a second 
time is objected to, the call may be changed to the form 
of a motion, and regularly put to the judicatory, the 
decision of which will determine whether the paper 
shall be read. - 

41. Should a member consider himself aggrieved by 
a decision of the Moderator, he may appeal to the judi- 
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catory, the question upon which a be ialen with- 
out debate. 

42. A motion to rescind or repeal may be carried by 
the same vote which was necessary to adopt the original 
proposition, but it shall require the unanimous vote of 
the members present to expunge any matter from the 
records. 


LIMITATIONS OF DEBATE. 


43. Motions to lay on the table, to docket, to take up 
business, to adjourn, to close debate, and the call for the 
question, shall be put withott debate. On questions of 
order, postponement, or commitment, no member shall 
speak more than once. On all other questions, each 
member may speak twice, but not oftener, without ex- 
press leave cf the judicatory. 


PRIVILEGED QUESTIONS. 


44, When a question is under debate, no motion 
shall be received except to adjourn, to docket, to lay on 
the table, to amend, to postpone indefinitely, to postpone 
to a day certain, or to commit, which several motions 
shall have precedence in the order in which they are 
herein arranged—the motion for adjournment being al- 
ways in order, unless a member has the floor, or a vote 
is being taken. 


THE QUESTION. 


45. When any member shall call for “The Question,” 
the Moderator shall put the vote, “Is the [naming 
the judicatory] ready for the question?” If this shall 
be decided in the affirmative, the vote shall immediately 


168 RULES OF ORDER. 


be taken on the main question pending, cutting off all 
amendments not adopted. 


AMENDMENTS. 


46. An amendment may be moved on any question, 
as also an amendment to an amendment, which shall be 
decided before the original proposition. 

47. One proposition may be substituted for another 
when the substitute covers the whole matter of the 
original, and this shall be done by moving to strike out 
the original and to insert the substitute. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


48. A question shall not be reconsidered unless the 
motion be made by a member who voted with the ma- 
jority, the same vote being necessary to reconsider as to 
adopt. 

49. A subject which has been indefinitely postponed 
shall not be again called up during the same sessions of 
the judicatory, unless by the consent of three-fourths of 
the members present. 


SPEAKERS. 


50. If more than one member rise to speak at the 
same time, the one who is most distant from the Moder- 
ator’s chair shall speak first. 

51. Every member, when speaking, shall address him- 
self to the Moderator, and shall treat other members, 
and especially the Moderator, with decorum and respect. 

52. No speaker shall be interrupted unless he be out 


of order, or for the purpose of correcting mistakes or 
misrepresentations. 
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VorTING. 


58. All members shall vote, unless excused by the 
judicatory. 

54. When various motions are made with respect to 
the filling of blanks with particular numbers or times, 
the question shall always be first taken on the highest 
number and the longest time. 

55. When the Moderator has commenced taking the 
vote, no further debate or remark shall be admitted, un- 
less there has evidently been a mistake, in which case 
the mistake shall be rectified, and the Moderator shall 
recommence taking the vote. 

56. The yeas and nays on any question shall not be 
taken or recorded unless required by one-fifth of the 
members present, and every member shall vote “yea” 
or “nay,” unless excused by the judicatory. In a ju- 
dicial case, members thus excused shall not be allowed 
a vote in any of the subsequent proceedings relating 
thereto. 

57. In all elections it shall require a majority of the 
votes cast to elect. 


CoM MITTEES. 


58. The person first named on any committee shall 
be considered as the chairman thereof, whose duty it 
shall be to convene the committee and preside therein ; 
and in case of his absence, or inability to act, the sec- 
ond-named member shall take his place and perform 
-his duties. 

59. The Moderator shall appoint the usual stand- 
ing committees, but shall not raise new committees 
without instruction. No member shall be compelled 
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to serve upon a committee if he announce himself 
opposed to the whole matter upon which the committee 
is to act, or if he shall already be a member of two other 
committees. 

60. When the report of a committee shall have been 
received, it shall be competent for the judicatory to 
adopt, concur, non-concur, refer, recommit with or with- 
out instructions, or to amend the same, as it may deter- 
mine. 

PRIVATE SESSIONS. 


61. All judicatories have a right to sit in private on 
business which, in their. judgment, ought not to be a 
matter of public speculation. 


CoMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


62. Every judicatory has a right to resolve itself into 
a Committee of the Whole, in which members may 
freely converse together without the formalities neces- 
sary in their ordinary proceedings. In all such cases 
the Moderator shall name the member who is to preside 
as chairman. If the committee be unable to agree, a 
motion may be made that the committee rise; and upon 
the adoption of such motion, the Moderator shall re- 
‘sume the chair, and the chairman of the committee shall 
report what has been done, and ask that the committee 
be discharged, which being allowed, the matter shall be 
dropped. If the committee shall agree upon the repozt 
to be made, or have made progress in the same without 
coming to a conclusion, the committee may rise, report 
what has been done, and, if the case require, may ask 
leave to sit again; or the Committee of the Whole may 
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be dissolved, and the question considered by the judica- 
tory in the usual order of business. 


DEcoRUM. 


63. Without express permission, no member of a 
judicatory, while business is going on, shall engage in 
private conversation; nor shall members address one 
another, nor any person Be except through the 
Moderator. 

64. When more than three members of the judica- 
tory shall be standing at the same time, the Moderator 
shall require all to take their seats, the person only ex- 
cepted who may be speaking. . 

65. If any member act in any respect in a disorderly 
manner, it shall be the privilege of any member, and 
the duty of the Moderator, to call him to order. 

66. No member shall retire from any judicatory with- 
out the leave of the Moderator, nor withdraw from it to 
return home without the consent of the judicatory. 


CASES UNPROVIDED For. 


67. All cases that may arise, not provided for in the 
foregoing Rules, or by the Government of the Church, 
shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order. 


CLOSING THE SESSIONS. 


68. The Moderator of every judicatory above the 
‘Church-session, in finally closing its sessions, in addi- 
tion to prayer, may cause to be sung an appropriate 
psalm or hymn, and shall cause the apostolic benedic- 
tion to be pronounced. 
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Works, Covenant of, with Adam...............cceeeeee ce eere 22 
Works, Good (See Good Works) .......0.sseeseseeeneeeevees 46, 58-59 


Worship, Religious (See Religious WOrship) sievisveecvrovee VO-7S 
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TO THE LAW OF THR CHURCH. 


INCLUDING THE CONSTITUTION, RULES OF DISCIPLINE, GENERAL 
REGULATIONS, DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP, 
AND RULES OF ORDER. 


The letter ‘‘P”’ refers to the page, while the section (§) mark 
refers to the section on the page. 


ACOUSED: 

Charges served on the..........-cceeseeueee Ren CARO TIt P. 118, §15 
Chatges read to the, at second meeting............. BP: 1185/9 15 
Called on to say whether he is guilty............... P.119, §15 
If the, plead and take issue (See “‘ Plead’’)......... Pr119, $15 
Absent, may plead in writing................0...05- P.119, §15 
Absent to have counsel assigned.............6...05- Pril9, $25 
Dealing of the court with the, if he confesses...... P. 119, $15 
How to prepare charges against the................ Pel19, sl? 
Cited theisecond: times. sees nse beet ens vee P.119, $18 
Time from first citation to trialof....P. 118. §15; P.119, §19 
Time from second citation to trial of the........... PHO, “Gite 
Testimony of witnesses who cannot appear........ P. 119, $20 
When may the, be tried by a foreign court......... P. 120; $i2k 
Court must know that citation has been served on 

AT OSes cla tit ae ha Mage nc aaine ca one ae Rao mena aes P. 120, § 22 
Witnesses examined in the presence of the......... P. 120, § 24 
Witnesses cross-examined..................5-- miei P. 120, § 24 
‘Witnesses for the, examined after those for prcs- 

(re ihr (0 oh teks arte APE AAC Ee SE CE BOC AOR tS see PL 121; $26 


Parties for the, heard after those for prosecution..P. 121, § 26 
May challenge the right of a member of the court 


Counsel, no professional permitted ................- P, 122, $30 
185 
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ACCUSED :—Continued. 
Counsel: who may APDPEAT siacs csnewuien cee te duane P. 122, $30 
Counsel not allowed to sit in judgment on the..... P. 122, §30 
For failing to appear before the Session............ Poe?) $35 


May be forbidden to come to the Lord’stable...... P. 128, § 34 
Minister failing to appear before the Presbytery. .P. 123, § 88 
See ‘“‘ Charges,” ‘‘ Judicial Investigation,” ‘ Proc- 

ess’ and ‘* Witnesses.” 


AG VAGONY; MCMPESLSs tial eit oeiashie sme ek ee elon ee P.141, § 9 
Amendments duchy cate cMeesk poe anaes P. 168, §46; P.168, § 47 
Angel of the Church (Minister called the).............. P. 89, $ 9 
Appeal from decision of Moderator..................... P. 166, § 41 
ASP BVATG ihe ioie o stacsinipiie d-ayetcloqeniereteialors Gictaets sale Pp. 182, 133, 184, §§ 80-88 
DEH MiTION OF 7 cies se Peis, ae eee -P. 182, §80 
Arrests, sentence until the matter is de- 
CeAG K26 NEN char Reaeetriy HORT ere cinastean P. 182, “§ 80; P. 183, § 87 
WHOM ay Tales wets tye estes wee ee eer me Oe P. 182, §80 
Groundsrol a pete. coca ssensastenn ieee eee P. 182, § 81 
EN OTIC OKOE Sak 5 25s taparentranc tet oc laicteee OR errr ee P. 182, $82 
Pakenitonvhakcourtsussa. ster eeeeeee ne eee eee P. 133, §83 
Ordemor consid eratiomolsaw:.meseceeeee eee eee P. 133, §84 
Whatmay be the decision@in),... s.%osa.482 ee eee P. 138, § 84 
What if an appellant fail to prosecute.............. P. 188, § 85 
UNGHrISh an: spirits yee meee tae a P. 133, § 86 
Judgment in force until decided.................... P. 138, § 87 
What if the court fail to send the recordin........ P..138, § 88 


“Complaints” cannot be made when pending..... P. 134, § 89 
Assembly, See “General Assembly.” 
Baptism, children of believers en- 


Sem Dyas ack sacks creer eee P. 100, § 48; P. 144, 


y 
wo 


EIGLER GO: civ? Sa nos anem ee elena ae P. 86, §3; P. 149, $16 
Baptism of children, elders to urge importance of..... P. 94, § 27 
Baptized children named in church letters............. P. 94, $27 
Baptism of adltsey. cn vl-ownnaicct aeneitocs P. 150, §17; P.153, §21 
Bapiized Persons; Gare Ola. ...a0 acaeen eee aoe ee P. 8, § 8 
Behavior'durine worship) a.¢es<sntes ie ee ee Py Laie Sed. 
Bible; reading Of the .= «4 cee ns coeenneee P. 146, §4; P.147, § 8 
Bishopi (Minister callledia)) paquciue Janeen eee ee P. 89, § 9 

$19 
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Burial of the dead. . <5. .cycehccovsdsscdets wsdee eka Prbse wer 


Business, order of, in Church courts...................- P.164, § 25 
Called meetings of Church courts.................00...- 


P.94, $26; P.97, §88; P.99, §39; P.101, $44; P.141, § 8 
Candidates, See ‘‘ Candidates’? under “ Probation- 


ers.”’ 
Case. See ‘‘ Judicial Investigation.” 
Causes Without Process. .............ecreceees Pp. 128, 129, §§ 63-6 
CENSURES: 
Admonition, is the reproof of an offender.......... P. 116, § 6 
Deposition is the dismission of an officer........... P. 116, § 6 
Excommunication cuts off from thechurch........ PB. 116; ($6 
Suspension applies to either members or officers..P. 116, § 6 
Suited to nature of offense ............. 6... cece eee P.127, $56 
PAAINEMISEOLOC:, DOW o.sunseycsee casio is soi aeiarecete. she alersuec-av s PB. 127, $56 
How shall acourt proceed in................ cee cece Pr 12t5. VoL 
ODF CCH OL clays tes sich ie aeratere sig snis alee Oe ee Ade eee Pp. 127, §57 
TOW OMIOVEC cay. 10a. a esvessinisiare-taeinte ln arses sia Pp. 127, 128, §§ 58-62 
When may a foreign court take up................. P. 128, $61 
CHARGES: 
edireed FO Writing: 1.0. ocaccwsiccewlceaeesins doceees BP. US Gib 
Copy of, sent to the accused...... SEED GU AEAOH SCOR? P. 118, § 15 
Taken up when brought, by consent...............- P. 118, § 15 
Read to the accused................. a Nirehauacae/acreen Prove v5: 
PLOWHDGODAVOU Ns crv csc soma ss Maclnn nematode ohne Meet P. 119, $17 
Against one who joins some other Church ......... P. 129, § 66 
See “ Accused,’”’ ‘‘ Judicial Investigation,’’ and 
** Process.” 
CHILDREN: 
Of the Church catechised by the pastor ............ P. 90, §12 
Oversight of, committed to the parents............ P. 115, § 38 
Daty of the Church toward........ ... PP. 86, $83 Pills, $3 
The privilege and duty Of ......-..ccccvececesevceers Podlove Ses 
Church Censures. See ‘‘ Censures.’’ 
CHURCH COURTS: 
INAMES; ANd PUTPOSES OF ©. asiss jews cacee ster neces P. 98, §24 
Opened and closed with prayer....... P. 98, §25; P.171, $68 
Callediméetings Of. ss rccctsahieteaatetne ee in cess tees 
P. 94, § 26; P. 97, § 83; P. 99, §89; P. 101, § 44; P.141, § 8 
Advisory members and visiting brethrenin....... P.141, § 9 
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CHURCH CouRTS:—Continued. 


Moderatoriolitocsnuer:.:setinen suidahatnecneie a teite Pp. 162,163, §§ 4-14 
Calledsto ordern icrimtcaiocen catch: delta -aielsi elle toeett as Pa 16); aCe 
Two members may adjourn if a quorum is not | 

PROSENSE acer wees ieee Reet es ee oe P.161, § 2 
Calling: (he roll Of Gi een. aceite nasaes einen P.161, § 3 
Records cannot be changed after final adjourn- E 

TIMOR sncycisbacctatslsie bey okerstala cova ars v chase eyareaabessut netsinne Micuiederocaese P. 161, § 3 
Private Sessions Of... scc-acen acleae thee sre eeteieeustls P.170, $61 


See ‘‘Session,” “Presbytery,” “Synod’’ and ‘‘Gen- 
eral Assembly.” 
CHURCH OFFICERS: 


MiniistersiobabbO:w.OLd ay cece olltadalacn sti latslorstele wytecasetusevaiosete P. 88 § 8 
I aMNbR ayes DIG Vesy Bern noe cesdon te sjasOCodsn o Uae Anas One ngDS P. 88, § 8 
IDIer Vey I-A ana doeoivion Hanaaaeoe smodunb tie abbas cmatac P. 88, $ 8 


See ‘‘ Ministers,” ‘‘ Ruling Elders’’ and ‘‘ Deacons.” 
CuurRcH, A PARTICULAR, (Congregation) : 


MSfini HOmKOlia wma re coeeo ste re eed ok Coe eee Pa Sis a Gee 
Omlcers Of 85. ceere neue se clicyeeioe rm P. 87, §$.4; P. 93, $26 
DUPISCACHOW OVER Aisi). saiceneisele celeste. bein asta ate Sete vine. WY" Cs 
Convened by the Session.............00eeeeeees ee Pp are csineomiyel i) 
OreanizationiOladownny whan. deiner P.87, $7; P. 90, $16 
Covenant entered into at organization of a......... Bea Sigmon 
Admission into Presbytery of @..................005 Pods smears 
Duties of the pastor Olan. ae vas cow ine aioli sek P. 90, §12 
Children of a, catechised by the Pastor....... ..... P. 90, $12 
Financial Board in, composed of Hlders and 
IDEe Yeo Sot Monee I Oen ectine MOOM OD OoOOOrt OES + P. 92, §19 
Meeting of a, how called..............0ceeeeeeeeeeeee P. 102, § 45 
Minister taking charge ofa............ ee eae P. 110, §58 
Galling'a. Pastor byiant acute slo P.110, §59; P. 189, § 4 
Vacant if its Pastor be deposed............-......- P. 124, § 42 
What if its Pastor be suspended:.................... P. 124, § 42 
Certificate (Letter) issued from a...P. 136, §100; P.140, § 5 
Certificate, baptized children namedin............ P. 94, $27 
Members of a, should pray for their minister...... P.146, § 4 
Covenant entered into on joining a@........ Pp. 154-156, §§ 21, 22 
See “‘ Organization of a Church.” 
Church, Universal, definition of, EN VSEs SRpCaCON DOO aaa Ae sk 86, § 2 


Church Session. See ‘‘ Session.” 


LAW OF THE CHURCH. 
Citation. See “Accused,” “Cited to Appear”? and 
‘* Process.”’ 

CITED TO APPHAR: 

PACCUSCOHentoc sc ceceeecie are Molle e ON pin aterstals tablarca me eet P. 118, 

ASTANA ESS Sy stare ote cake) ls eile aieielovece. meine nis eisenatoman awe PAs; 

Witnesses (See ‘‘ Witmesses’’)....... decalilh Oyilayes 22 ey BEG 

Accused, second time (See ‘‘Accused’’)............ P. 119, 

PABLO CLIC OME ees 2 ices eet ao aiciatens ernie ak Gree VoniGaoaTO Pest, 
Clerk. See ‘‘Stated Clerk.” 
College, duty of a minister as teacherin................ IP. 90; 
Commission of evangelists... i... cide e. ccc cece ecaeeuere R. 90; 
Commission to take testimony........... P.119, §20; P. 144, 
Commissioners to the General Assembly... ........... 

P. 100, §41: P. 142, 


Commissions of delegates to Synod and Assembly ... 
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P. 142, §10; Pp. 142,148, §11 
Commissions Hcclesiastical...............0000+ee8s Pp. 144, 145, §15 
WOTHTOIEECOS,: OOATECITES ae occiuyre e's sivia eianie o ettaeie ciarelajelererein ois P. 144, $14 
CGOUTUWCIPCE FO. ADP POAM ssc: cs ois. 0-0 ease ee ciee ao elnwie e ccoivie c.cine P* 131, S72 
Committee of the WHOl6....... 206.0. ccne. cuseeeeceeceeis P.170, § 62 
COMMITTEES: 
SSUPPIEOULT Det cover satcrcievertte Sis s einlaca aceiabavn omer P. 144, §14; P.169, § 59 
New (or Special)). 2 sc cevrenswe ses Rive Ghveiaeca footer P. 169, §59 
Clrsai ra OL ee sacra oeccle eves iereinle Siete g cea oem P. 169, § 58 
Mities oLthechairmen Of.% oo dee nes. cnn teleeeee P. 169, $58 
When may a member be excused from servingon..P.170, §59 
What may be done with the reports of............. P.170, §60 
ROMER TU AGING arte natctos oreie eistarsie eres nisin Bate ow ona s alae bems P. 184, §$ 89-91 
MVS MUELOM OLN ty ssc velersieare, «ot gaue oaie lens sae wea ora ote aretha P. 184, § 89 
RV ALG TILEY PIR OS. cierto: ats o's inven ed oe cero ang tila’ « sreicle eral P. 134, § 89 
eA st wwviliss beer ce ele pter- avers eels steiner enantiomer 7 aes LO4ys LOU 
Cannot be made when an appeal has been taken...P. 134, § 89 
INOtICC Ober ne aatta teas felon med P. 184, § 89; P. 182, § 82 
Power Olt superior CouUrhins. siaciscess sce uetoeee es P. 134, § 90 
Recordsimustibe: sent) Upie cece ccwdsvenmace Meenas eet P. 184, § 91 
Lower court subject to censure for not sending 
records....... pean aon seen A ean P. 138, § 88; P. 134, $91 
Congregation. See ‘‘Church, A Particular.” 
Contingent fund, how provided.......... ACS ER On OSE oe P. 148, §12 
@ornnseliPor th OracewsSod ec arcseciene arsiicavetereraieie vielels, o'sse,alvcaloys P. 122, § 30 
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~N 
Control. See ‘‘ Review and Control.” 


CONTUMACY: 
Provisions as to all cases.... ........... eieaiee cee P.119, §18 
Before!Church Sessiongs 4 .5...cap ses ta eeeene ae P.: 122, $33 
Of a minister before Presbytery..................-- P. 128, § 38 
Corresponding members in Church eourts............. P.141, § 9 
COVENANT: 
At the organization of a Church ..............000005 Pre S85 a 0nua 
At ordination of Elders and Deacons........... P. 102, 108, § 46 
At installation of Pastors...............0.ss.e.eeess P.111, $59 
A tibaptism of childrens. 3.- escent keen P. 150, §16 
At reception of members into the church.......... P. 154, §21 
At solemnization of marriage.................-..08- P. 157, § 25 
DEACONS: 
DP LELOS FOU ate co aisiets ney o7pe rove hate Vaiss Bi02; $00) Po G2 wen 
With the Elders may form a Financial Board..... P. 92, §19 
Mualifiea tions! OLj s,m sje ssis nes oases estes oer eee P. 92, §20 
IWihkoumay- ber Choser |astiscccsnen-csann tem asaaaaneeee P. 92, § 20 
RolingMidersmayactiass .....1.1.9%. 5 sae ace P. 92, §22 
Women may be appointed to care for the sick..... P. 92, § 28 
Ordination Ofc. cada merece ee ee ee P. 102, 108, § 46 
instal Ta ton Of cs ccnym ceahiamitie oa piste eee EE aa P. 104, § 49 
OMee'or, perpottalisccn.stecashie saws osbiacieene sae eetiee P. 104, § 47 
Office; divestediofy how. «6 snake os een ane P. 104, § 47 
Official relation dissolved, when................ P. 104, §% 47, 48 
Official relation renewed after it has ceased........ 

FRSC NE Bo Crieoee ain Pan En Oe P. 104, §49; P.128, §60 
Accountable for failure to discharge duty.......... P. 124, § 43 
Renouncing the Church............6...000008 Sonora P. 129, § 66 

Meads burialoty thomas sce dcc oy wee earn ae eer ee P. 158, § 27 
Debates imitations ofaia fy aos yccene heels P. 167, $43 
Decorum of members of a Church court............ P. 171, §§ 63-66 
Deposition..- (Seo: “* Censares.””) a. ciciccnsisissiisiaocietsin certs P.116, § 6 
DISCIPLINE: 
An/Ordinance of the Church) jis atisisncansiew toate P. 87, § 5 
Definition of PS eeiceehinaomciiee avgutaceaem cuenta ert eee P.114, § 1 
Purpose Of cisa ni disse cee Renee eee oe one Pdi 93 


See ‘Accused,’ “Judicial Investigation,’ and 
‘*Process.”’ 
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DISSENTS AND PROTESTS...........00.-00.0000: P. 134, 135, §§ 92-95 


Dissentidetined ws. .ke me estas eee va mls wed P. 134, § 92 
Dissent not accompanied by reasons................ P. 134, § 92 
rotestdefin Gd) ..c.cos see a eS P. 134, §93 
Protests generally accompanied by reasons........ P. 134, §93 
Protests must be passed on by the higher court....P. 135, §95 
Both must be respectful to the court............... P. 1385, § 94 
How both may be answered .................0s0ee8- P. 1385, § 94 
Duty of higher court in protests.................0++ P. 135, § 95 
Keclesiastical Commissions...................c2ceeee eee es P. 144, §15 
Education of ministers....... ORE eee P. 89, $10; P.107, $56 
Educational Society (Board of Education),............ P. 144, §18 
Enterprises, general, of the Church............ ......-. P.100, $43 
Hider (Minister calléd,an)........5...0s0csce0ceeseceders P. 89, § 9 
Embassador (Minister called an)...........2.00.0ee00e es Pir8), Sed 
Evangelist (Minister calledan).................000-00005 LEARN Oy) 
Qualification of 2.05.02. 0.cc.ee eens P589* §:107 9B. 10750, 856 
OMISSION OL series a ytve osc ie so tanahin oy acaveravorebersiosacsarsveyeeropssens P. 90, §14 
To be set apart by the Presbytery................5. P. 96, $3) 
Evidence. See ‘Testimony,’ and ‘‘ Witness.” 
Excommunication. (See ‘‘ Censures.”’)................. P.116, § 6 
Hxpunes matter fromrecord...... 2120.52 eae eeeee P. 167, § 42 
Family prayer........... P.146, $4; P.147, $6; P.160, §§ 33-35 
Fasting and thanksgiving..................... Pp. 158-159, $$ 28-30 
Financial Board of a Particular Church.... ........... P. 92, §19 
Fund, contingent, how provided.............:6es. senses P. 143, § 12 
GenERAL ASSEMBLY: 
WONSISUS Olsen) Cut raerciemionas detetrats aiereiaielaa's<}aeaia oh olets P. 100, § 41 
Meets as often as once in two yearS................ P. 100, § 41 
(Sy araiRebealCOveer Meee U orp DO OSU Baas Reo eOr OCI OOON P. 100, § 42 
POOT Ss Ofelia ea ccie ostnre oiesoheee meee «custo led haleta alerareiema P. 100, § 48 
To decide appeals, references and complaints. P. 100, § 43 
To bear testimony against immorality......... P. 100, § 43 
To decide controversies in doctrine............. P. 100, § 48 
PO VPIVOHAC WACO iit ate settee e dave) SAUCER ohn co P.100, § 43 
To review the records of Synods.... ........... P. 100, § 48 
To see that the inferior courts observe the law. .P. 100, § 43 
To redress whatever has been done contrary to 
AVEC YSs Peau MAS PING SU Ra RAR Ras Parcs hs oe Ee oe P. 100, § 48 
To create, divide or dissolve Synods............ P.101, § 48 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY :—Continued. 
To superintend agencies in the work of the 


Church. 24.i55.:.c viene acre be P.101, § 48; P.144, §18 
To appoint ministers to labor..................- P.101, § 48 
Tosuperintend the affairs of the whole Church.P. 101, $13 
When and how may a meeting of the, be See 
PRM iade tease” Meee ee ae P.101, §44; P.141, § 8 
Mewibors of a called meeting of..............-...+-- P.141, § 8 
Contingent fund of, how provided.................. P. 148, $12 
Ecclesiastical commission of the..................-- P. 144, § 15 
Priwate'sessionsiof the... ¢..4 «2... eect eecsecae ede. P. 170, §61 
May cite a lower court to appear..............-.-..- P. 181, $72 
General Enterprises (Boards, Committees, etc.) 
Sree asi caniect cig MOM RE Se Meare P. 101, § 48; P.144, $18 
GENERAL REVIEW AND CONTROL..........-- Pp. 130,181, §§ 68-72 
Higher courts must review records of lower 
COUT US tates cae ee acs aa Ta eee ee P. 130, $68 
Lower courts may be ordered to produce their 
POCOLES) ans nage Ma ceeey Meee LORIE Me siete er nee P. 180, $68 
Examination of records to consist in what......... P. 180, $69 
How may the higher courts discharge their duty in.P. 130, $70 
Duty of higher court in case of incomplete records..P. 131, §71 
Higher court may be advised by records of lower 
POUTEB EN re on eee cee Nemec ine rere eee P. 131, $72 
Higher court may be advised by memorial in...... P18, Se 
Higher court may be advised by other modesin...P. 131, §72 
When may a lower court be cited to appear........ P.13l; Sie 
Power of higher court in delinquency or irreg- 
ularity..P. 181, §72; P.96, §381; P. 98, §87; P.100, $48 
HERESY: 
dn amemberor the Church... ,....c cis. evsns sei cnen ae P. 128, $38 
In a minister may warrant deposition.............. P. 123, §39 
INSTALLATION: 
OLDS SGOUS oie a arenaton sists ia ete Biase alvin plato meee capes eae Pp. 110,111, $59 
Of elders and deacons.............ceceee.e+: Pp. 102, 108, §§ 45, 46 
INSTRUCTION OF THE CHURCH: : 
Children of believers to receive............. ae P. 8, $ 8 
Baptized persons to receive......--...:-.+++-+..--. P. 86, § 8 
Interlocutory Sessions of Church courts...........-.... P. 170, § 6? 
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INVESTIGATION: 


A member may ask the Session to make............ Bally, Sit 
A minister may ask the Presbytery to make..... Pi $7. 
The court may make on its own motion an........ Billige at 
Judicial Case, Process, or Business, See ‘‘Judicial In- 
vestigation.”’ 
JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION: 
Detini tion Ol sasewices Somes 6 2ce iaerebiek nel wwe seek Prats ay 
WAI OSC IO hoe oie ene esis ak ES OR ne eee P.1145 9. 2 
Duty of Session in............. prec ts aC te er oe P.117, § 7 
Duty of Presbytery in 2.0.6.0. . eee vdvaleesis eevee Pagers? 
Of morsona offenses .ceen SsanSeepo aed wlan Reve soodens PLUGS 8 
Wihat'power mayzmake'a. ii. ices ceeds css s casetemsn ss Po 17-978 
Charges reduced to writing in.................0005 P. 118, §15 
Charges read to the accused in.............0..e00 0s P.119, $15 
RN CHSO FOL ACHIELAD sora claus oistiosvieince'e! ous is sie We sie aha eiui ne P. 123, § 381 
See ‘‘ Process.’’ 
JURISDICTION: 
OVO TEM ISTOVS! i ves cramies cciels gue viviviv'e sine viaige oe obra PB. 117, $-%. 
Over MOM DOTS =o. Geariwes aus Sue dans ale vile eowiken: Beas OUR NY ii 
Member responsible to what Session................ P. 135, $96 
When a member removes he must produce testi- 
Go OEo 6 2 [= roe eR Ker RON arco een ea te pet ee P. 135, $96 
When the name of a member may be retiredon a 
BEPArabacOll |). less mask wrench we aes suis cdaneleeeeets P. 135, $97 
Minister dismissed, responsible where.............- P. 135, § 98 


Licentiate dismissed, responsible where.......P. 185, §§ 96, 98 
Candidates dismissed, responsible where...... P. 135, §§ 96, 98 
Ministers belong ta Presbytery where they re- 
BRO ae io eee iter divs col atiaiarods oe Aimesie moana P. 136, §99 
Certificates (Letters) good for one year............ P. 136, § 100 
LErrTuRrs or DISMISSION: 
Ofa member of a Particular Church. P, 140, §5; P. 136, § 100 


Should give the names of baptized children........ P.. 94, $27 
OMA MMIN ShCT ry tee sea ola cit aseatesora a aie P. 140, § 6; P. 186, § 100 
Ofiaclicentiaters a kince cance somone P. 140, § 6; P. 136, $100 
Oma candidates. dos cde ee «source P. 140, § 6: P. 136, $100 
Licentiates. See ‘‘ Licentiates’’ under ‘‘ Probationers.”’ 
MOEHILATION Ol CLODALC ca con as Satis Senta tessa viele tate el stars P. 167, $43 
Lord’s Day, sanctification of the ................- Pp. 146, 147, § 1-4 
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LOrd's SUPpPer in: dorsi. steno elel eee oe ete ee Pp. 150-153, §§ 18-26 
Marriage, solemnization of.................00.++.0+- P. 156, §§ 23-25 
MEMBER of A PARTICULAR CHURCH: 
Associated with Othersy.c screens jisetse se eelels sce P. 87, § 4 
Testimonials of, in organizing a Church..... ...... PPeSi, ST 
Enters into a covenant at organization of a 
OHareH oo sat ee are ine ca ee eters ieee (P88; Sau 
Received by: the: Session... ..<--.-t-se serene sane s P. 94 $27 
Conduct of, inquired into by the Session .......... P. 94, § 27 
Admonished, suspended or excommunicated by 
Sessioniseteves o:.cBa ates on dee teste cae See te lareaiven P. 94, § 27 
Doctrine of, inquired into by the Session... ...... P. 94, $27 
Dismissed, under jurisdiction of what Session......P.135 § 96 
Must present testimonials when he removes.......P. 135, $96 


When may name of, be retired on aseparateroll..P. 135, § 97 
Certificate (Letter) of dismission good for one 

FOAL stele vla, ote Ce tevale shel tiv Seep etre aI ener P. 136, § 100 
Letter of should give names of baptized children..P. 94, § 27 
Covenant entered into on joining the Church 

SN ees, hele and 2 ae) Sea RTS en ee Pp. 153-156, §§ 21, 22 


Members, Corresponding, in Church courts............ P. 141, $ 9 
MINISTERS: 
Mirstin the: Chie at yc seen eae eters ce eele ete P. 88 §$ 9 
Different titles of; 5 othe tans tek cee et eae eee eee P. 89, $ 9 
Should rule his own house well...................55 P. 89, §10 
Qualifications of. ........ .....P. 89, § 10; Pp. 106,107, § 56 
Church appoints them to labor.................0.s008 PP. S057 Oil 
Dutiesiof, As teachers) 26. ihe a decease ave reas P. 90, $18 
Called to pastorates over Churches...P. 110, § 50; P. 189, § 4 
Taking charge of Churches........... ...-..........P. 110, $68 
Subject to Presbytery............... P. 95, $31; P. 110, $58 
Process against, where entered...... ............45 P. 128, §35 
PTOCESS ALAINAL. «alka wen aster Pp. 123-125, §§ 35-43 
Scandalous charges against, not received on slight 
PT OUNGS se. oite we ay tsa M Te eo eee P. 123, § 36 


Should be warned when guilty of private offenses.P. 128, § 37 
Suspended for failure to appear before Presbytery-P. 128, §33 
Deposed for failure to appear before Presbytery...P. 123, § 33 
Than accused, confess? tia a foctetem in eceeiees oe P. 124, $40 
Suspended, restored whenand how..P. 124, $41; P. 128, $62 
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MINISTERS :—Continued. 


Deposed, restored........0..c5.00-005 P. 124, § 41; P. 128, $62 
Deposed, Churches of vacant............2.........-. P. 124, § 42 
Suspended, relation to Churches determined by 
PRCSPY LOY Meare Meee eh er ee ns P. 124, § 42 
Must account to Presbytery for failure in duty....P. 124, § 43 
enouncine the Church's... jc.0.5s.s.ces scales seo. P. 129, § 66 
Menvbership, where neld.: 6 .<2c.5 bs. eos Seder euis P. 136, § 99 
Dismissed, under what jurisdiction ................. P. 135, §98 
Cannot be admitted to membership without a 
MB CLE GOT EIA Sch tpo tore as ee P. 135, § 98 
Admission of, from other denominations,.......... impale uly Siar e 
Minister, members praying for...............0¢......... P. 146, § 4 
Ministerial Relief, power of Assembly in..P. 101, § 43; P. 144, §18 
Missions, power of Assembly in............ P. 101, § 48; P. 144, § 13 
Minutes. See ‘Church Courts” and ‘‘ Records.” 
Sroderator, HAbhOLity Of feo oes wae ee sc ese nee 1 Ra IB YA, aoa 
MModeraborauy Olu kee: auiiss sis «oss chen aleetoane ces P, 162, §§ 4-14 
Moderator’s decision appealed from.................... P. 166, § 41 
Morals of a Particular Church guarded by the Elders : 
Pera Fa Tare rnc craiete cide Neier hele sich n Stegen ee Peo ali 
NIG ELOTIS omen eR Gee Side slesi Lijakienlttusns ee Pp. 165, 167, $§ 26-42 
OFFENSES: 
SRY OMAN PROWM OL socchc gated leds ops we eee resialeariidaiereisie Goris ratios Pris, 9 4 
ToT AUPE WOR EER, wyatt oat Saintes © dit ticisyercae ea cre cena P. 115, § 5 
CHOOT Ge ests Voice shot eee nos Soe Telmeiwi eMaee P. 115,-§ 5 
TRIN: (0S) A WP ee GRE Sn RC AME A eM RS Prlib e025 
TECH Gd BCE 6 oof ae Re OVER Srp ia ok cel Cor Ph A ae IN hte oY Pils So) 
Personal, investigated as if general................. Pili, “S58 
Duty of court in whose bounds committed........ P. 120, § 21 
When may a foreign court investigate............. P. 120, § 21 
Private offense of a minister ...............--2-0005 P, 123, $37 
Offenders, how to deal with.... 22.2... ccs ecee eee e eee Pyle7, $5 
Official Board in a Particular Church................... P. 92, §19 
Order of Business in Church courts............0.eeeee ee P. 164, § 25 
ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH: 
PVA y OR en cemeteries uokeminniearte P. 87, § 5; P. 148, $10 
Singine praises... 26.08.25. 5 P. 87, § 5; Pp. 147,148, §§9,10 


Reading, expounding and preaching the word 
Docsece ces 87, § 53 BP. 147, § 83 Pp..148, 149, “$$ 11-14 
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ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH :—Continued. 
Administering the sacraments. .P. 87, §5; Pp. 149-153, §§ 15-20 
Fasting and thanksgiving.....- Pp. 87, §5; P. 158, 159, §§ 28-30 


Catechising and other instruction.......---+-++++++: Pp. 87, § 5 

Making offerings.........::sserecereecsseeetercsstt es Pp. 87, $ 5 

Exercising discipline..........-ssserrereeeseressss sts P. 87, $ 5 
ORGANIZATION OF A CHURCH: 

How to proceed to the... .-.2..seererseeessereesees ees PP. 81nd 

Who may preside at the......-.-+.esseereertesstee P. 90, $16 

Distance from another Church. ......+.++sssr+es0rt P. 90, $16 


Original Jurisdiction. See ‘“‘ Jurisdiction.” 
Particular Church. See‘‘ Church, A Particular.” 
Parties in case of Process. See “ Process.’” 


Pastor (Minister called @)....---+-++s0.s0sorersttnete Pp. 89, §$ 9 
Qualifications of a .....-++++++- P. 89, §10; Pp. 107, 108, § 56 
DOELOS. OF Bo vices cielo e wie siore's wlein's wistascia s mesma rele ine sie P. 90, $12 
Calling &.........seeeeeeeeeee Pp. 110-112, §§ 58, 59; Pp. 139, § 4 

PasTORAL RELATION: 

_How formed........--- P.110, §59; P. 96, §3l; P. 129, § 4 
How dissolved......---+++2++-1++ ears P.110, $58; P. 96, §al 

PLEAD: 

Tf the accused plead.......--.seseeeeeeeeeeren ener es P.119, §15 
If the accused refuse to plead.........esee eee reese P. 119, §18 
Refused to plead before the Gas ON es cos sites s/aisielele P. 122, $33 

Penalties. See“ Censures.” 

PRAY WITH THE PEOPLE: 

Duty of the Pastor to.. Nee ese rcraye wiasaetoio aye sree reonye P. 90, § 12 
Duty of the Ruling Eldersto.....-++-.++ --+srrs-+"" P. 91, $17 
PRAYER: 
In secret......cce cree een e een e ete eee P.146, § 4; P. 159, §§ 31, 32 
In the famiiy.......-..0ee-seeeeees P. 146, § 4; P. 160, §§ 33-35 
In the public congregation.....-----. P. 87, § 5; P.148, $10 
Courts opened and closed with..... P.. 93, $25; Pp. 171, $ 68 

Preacher (Minister called a).... --- +++ ssssrrrercrtee P.89; $ 9 

Preaching... e+ .-822s eon es P.. 90, $12; Pp. 114,149, $$ 11-14 

Presbyter (Minister CALLE: B) oe cise owie ticle nels branes se P. 89, $ 9 

Private sessions of Church courts.....-+-++++ssrserrere P.170, $61 

PRESBYTERY: : 
Consists Of: .feeees va aweoeiiecthe » eres we tiem Nees scien P. 95, $29 


What entitles a church to representation in....... P. 95, § 29 
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CMOTTMMOPS, senna ose trea ee ae P. 95, 
POW CLA OL ne leet eee or eee ane ce Pea tne et atis PE 05; 
To decide appeals, complaints, etc............. P. 95, 
To receive, examine, dismiss and license candi- 
GALS entra meatticae hes Oca ae cee ae ota es ee Obs 
To receive, dismiss, and ordain ministers. ..... Po 95, 
To receive, dismiss, and judge ministers....... P. 95, 
To review the records of Church Sessions.....P. 95, 
To redress whatever sessions do contrary to 
BAW ort aie cee ce ate TOC nee pena eee P: 95, 
To see that sessions observe the law............ P. 96, 


To establish and dissolve pastoral relation.....P. 96, 
To set apart evangelists to their work.......... P00, 
To see that ministers devote themselves to 

GHOIPW.OT IE yes. ccorcie nisiae  wial «olay fase eaeinn eee P. 96, 
To discipline the delinquent..................... P. 96, 
To enforce injunctions of the higher courts 


Bes RICHEST tee ae ee CI P. 96, $381; P. 144, 
To condemn erroneous opinions...............- P. 96, 
To resolve questions of doctrine................ Po 599; 
Po visit: Churches... <2. 006-1 -oceres P. 96, 31; P. 144, 
To unite or divide Churches...................+6 P. 96, 
To strike a Church fromitsroll................ P. 96, 
To form and receive new Churches............. P. 96, 
To take oversight of vacant Churches.......... Pe O05 


To order anything for the good of itsChurches.P. 96, 
To appoint representatives to the higher 


COUR Ure ciate ee ea coe eee Ts P. 96, 
To propose measures for the Church at 
NBT er farssersciotae slay gevayeteraiginl giclee eles < ieee P. 96, 


Records of, kept and sent to Synod for review..... Pa 06; 
Records cannot be changed after final adjourn- 


NIT OTL Erion Cie aieh cia eiahe oo Lie Sip acts Prag GPO MOR eiale’ se atvie ac P. 161, 
Must meet as often as once &Year.........-60..00es Preis 
MpecinlimeahiieOly, cape aces cleisalay cee onteatie asiee P. 97, 
Special meeting, members of @..........--..+-.-0++- P. 141, 
Special meeting, business of @...........-..-+ sees ee P. 97, 
What if it failed to meet at appointed time......... P. 97, 


Ministers subject to....P. 95, $81, P.110,§58; P.117, 
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PRESBYTERY :—Continued. 
Judicial investigation by the ...........-.0+eeeeee ies able 59 7,8 
Process against a minister to be entered before....P. 123, § 35 
Commission of, for taking testimony .P. 119, § 20; P.144, §15 


Declares Church of a deposed minister vacant..... P. 124, § 42 
May declare Church of a suspended minister 

VACRIG sicvda care tenes terete ascii nastreasernieny eevee see P. 124, § 42 
May cite a Session to appear.....................++: P.131, $72 
Certificate (Letter) from, good for one year....... P. 136, § 100 
Certificate gives standing at time of removal...... P. 136, § 100 
Advisory members and visiting brethrenin........ P.141, § 9 
Contingent fund of, how provided.................. P. 143, $12 
Must enforce Assembly’s orders in reference to 

BGards: ose) saxse odes ci cists tie’ P. 95, $31; P.144, $138 
Ecclesiastical commission Of.............-.000 000200 P. 144, $15 
Privatersessions Ol feeas.c erase seer Orcas eee P: 170; - $6 

PROBATIONERS: 


Candidates are called Probationers....Pp. 105, 107, §% 50, 52, 53 
Must be members of Particular Churches...... P. 105, $51 


Must have good moral characters.............-. P.105, §61 
Experimental acquaintance with religion...... P. 105, §5l 
Motives of, in seeking the ministry............. P.105, § 52 
Kducation of, before licensure..................- P. 106, § 62 
Trial of talents of, before licensure............. P. 106, $52 
TACCHSUY OOF: oeise-scaierstens ueieiators Jose hs famine einis,o am ats P. 106, §53 
Names of, may be dropped from the list........ P. 107, § 54 


Dismissed under what jurisdiction 

Ep Sie, ale haveee Shaerar uss acres Susie eEciets Pelli aS; ist eeiloa, mies 
How become connected with other Presby- 

HETLOS Sern aa etNe eee e eis arse ey ele lasers air aiete P. 135, § 98 


Education of, before licensure.............-.... P. 106, $52 
Questions asked at licensure..................-. P. 107, usio3 
Record of licensure to be made................+ P..107, $58 
Licensure of, may be recalled................... P.107, $54 
Qualifications of, before ordination......... P.107, §§ 55, 56 
Prigls/for Ordinapiony wees ho eas P. 107, $56 


“‘Indispensable,”’ the, for ordination. ..... Pp. 107, 108, §56 
Ordination of.............-... Sian eects Seer ONee ciate P. 108, $57 
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PROBATIONERS :—Continued. 
Dismissed, under what jurisdiction 


CSE RG een ee ee ere Pie Weitueke step; 
How become connected with other Presby- 
POTIOS rene clea eee To ee P. 185, 
PROCESS: 

Darby: OL SESSionvin = 6.5 heehee cee tek eee P. 117; 
DutyrotPreshy tery ine... sical seeee es ke en eee Pag 
When ordered, (by Session or Presbytery)......... Ps 117, 
Howconducted 2... 582 wis sae eee ea ee PELL 
Caution in receiving accusationsin........ ........ Ps; 
Voluntary prosecutor warned in............2....... P. 118, 
Official functions of one under, may be suspended..P. 118, 
Voluntary prosecutor in ‘‘ general offenses”’....... Pelli, 
Duties of members of courtin........0 2.0.0.0 cece ee P, 118, 
What may be done at first meetingin.............. Pr11s; 
wrosecutor appointed ins. 023.056 .ccbac seodcons ens P. 118, 
Charges reduced to writing in..............65...555 P. 118, 


Charges, with list of witnesses, served on accused 


Degen how ae fa ema dina oe) eee nas PMs; 
Time of meeting after first citation in..P. 118, § 15; P. 119, 
What shall be done at second meeting in........... P1195 
Accused called on to say whether he is guilty...... P. 119, 
ii theaccused-pléeadiin ss 12% «i. 4. s- oe peeec ae P. 119, 
Accused, if absent, may plead in writing,in....... PLO; 
Citation issued in name of the courtin............. P19; 
Court cites witnesses for both partiesin........... P. 119; 
Time, places, etc., to be stated in charges in. ..... P. 119, 
Second citation, when made................0.0eee eee P19; 
Time of meeting after second citation in........... Pi 119; 
Testimony taken by acommission in............... PAI; 
Testimony taken by a co-ordinate courtin......... P. 119, 
Court must know that citation has been served in.P. 120, 
Moderator’s admonition im................000002 vee P. 120, 
Responsibility of membersin...................0005 P. 120, 
Witnesses examined in presence of accused in..... P. 120, 
Witnesses cross-examined in...............0. 00000) P. 120, 
ONASM OL CEL AL Is s.o scartctes ise aterrceraree siete a ota ctetaecarelabe’e P. 120, 
Prosecution, parties, for, first heard in............. P. 2120, 
Accused, parties for, heard in..........-sessee eee cobs 120, 
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PrRoczss :—Continued. 


Decision, how Made is scp. vase we ese eeaosenters Pitels 
How members express their opinions in............ P. 121, $26 | 
Record of judgmentin..............- P.121, $26; P.121, $29 | 
Right of a member challenged to sitin............. P.121, $27 
Member of court disqualified in..................065 P.121, §28 
Copies of proceedings allowed to partiesin ........ P. 121, § 29 
What constitutes the ‘record of the cause” in....P.121, § 29 
Record in, to be transmitted to higher court....... P. 121, §29 
Record alone to be considered in higher court.......P. 122, §29 
What if new testimony be offered in higher court 
Tn SR a cas oe ree ctomeeae wretoe P. 127, § 55 
Decision of higher court in, sent back.............- P. 122, §29 
Counsel, no professional permitted In.............. P. 122, $30 
Counsel, who may appear as,in..............6++.0+ P. 122, §30 
Counsel, not allowed to sit in judgmentin......... P. 122, $30 
Scandal, in case of, shall commence in one year....P. 122, § 31 
Scandal, in case of, that may commence later...... P. 122, § 31 
Before Church Sessions............2600+ sete ceeee P. 122, § 382-34 
Against a minister sir... .0.0 ce cele sic ieeiee ee Pp. 123-125, § 35-43 
Minister, penalty against, if he fails to appear 
RRO Ries ticks aichdtens ete nah bas alanis ela epee tpn eerie P. 123, § 38 
See ‘‘ Prosecution Instituted by whe Court” and 
‘* Prosecutor.’’ 
Process, Causes Without..............020eeeeee Pp. 128,129, $v 63-66 
Prosecution. See ‘‘ Process.’’ 
PROSECUTION INSTITUTED BY THE COURT... .....-. P.117, $10 
Previous steps in cases of personal offenses not 
MEGCOSSATY feist sic acme iia aan b Uelegy Sire aNare P.117, $10 
Committee to converse with the offender in....... P.117, $10 
See ‘‘ Process and ‘‘ Prosecutor.”’ 
PROSECUTOR: 
Reconciliation first tried by a...... Ns Autearacraletayy ames PIL, 7978 
Private means tried for removing scandal by a... P.117, § 8 
Of a general offense.................. Pili §y Osa PS ews 
Voluntary prosecutor warned .............0e0 es eens P. 118, §12 
None but a Church member may become @........ P. 118, $12 


Protests. See ‘‘ Dissents and Protests.” 
Publication, power of Assembly to superintend 
Fee ee 9. tae Ry. Se ea P.101, § 43; P.144, 
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QUESTIONS REMOVED TO A HIGHER COURT.......... P. 129, $67 
General Review and Control............... Pp. 130,131, §§ 68-2 
REPEL UICON oh can nents Sosa cule Se Stree elenioees P.131, §§ 73-79 
RTOS ONG. occa six ala oje cla tavinl aia a ari yierata trate Marae P. 182, §$ 80-88 
Cornmplain tse —car ser onsen a etee idea aeweee ne P. 134, §§ 89-91 
Dissents and Protests.......0..ccccceccsceveesces P.184, §§ ¥2-95 - 

Question, the........ SCC SOSA SRA ODOC De COTnaART E ater P.167 $45 

CMACSNONS, NP ETVTL OS OW ss aiwisicrs mica ae Stele’ e's Salk are credaie are. o.dlonte P. 167, § 44 

PROCOUSIC OPA Ll ON washer ne ccois/acsid walsiareerciedtaitanertaeoieh ores Coee P. 168, Gy 48, 49 

Record of a court cannot be changed at a subsequent 
TICES FEVERS eae SSI OERee een EOS Sema ane AREA P.r.61, § 8 

Records, matter expunged from only by a unanimous 
TDS SO ERE SI Sat a te ers P 167, $42 

Records reviewed. See ‘*General Review and Control.'’ 

BES PESROER ERED CRISS SSlchc ora res ia > nin ovelaratota © wie nitinlen oR is eres me claies P. 161, §§ 73-79 
VGH ATCTOTEOL ize ware aisin wieeie se \eln:e:s sia olasa eden 8.4 sie sien P. 181, $73 
Proper SUbJECtSLOK sos i. vccccee sv cweescciacncsce Bred HPI S74 
OTOL Ole ee cree siadioie Sines sai EE lala thee ois Slate lsina lee basta <P. 181, $75 
LIV IS 2065 100) Rape re 2 _.-P. 182, § 75 

Privilege of higher court in ...............se0e0s yoonks LBB S97 
MT tela GOW NAL.COUT as xe ae ue oa clone ciel ccs seteelew fa ee one P. 182, $78 
Docmments prepared Ine sacs eee ce ceeds ceed menses P. 132, $79 


Removing Questions from a Lower to a Higher Court. 
See “ Questions Removed to a Higher Court.” 
Review and Control. See ‘‘General Review and 


Control.” 
RuLING ELDERS: 

LOM CIROSOH  sivio.cy= yiclotele c saiortate rete a Slaieroie-n P. 91, $17; P. 102, $45 
SBOE CI ONES Mc corehenedi aoe OE MUO IC ROAD OSU EOS COMO One P. 91, $17 
Visiting and praying with the people.............. P. 91, $17 
Instructing and comforting mourners.............. Pe Ol) Sale 
Chiral hi CatIOHS Ole emt uae ere os ie crise Saicivteete siento P. 91, $18 
Men only may be elected as.......... P. 91, $18; P. 103, $46 
With deacons form a board of finance.............- P. 92, §19 
Duties of deacons may devolve on the...... Heanper P. 92, $22 
Should urge parents to have their children bap- 

HEL ZS eel gee reels araselo ceysralerate iat acigioistas Seleveinlehe’sss.c Steieted P. 94, $27 
Duties of toward Sunday schools.................4. P. 94, $27 
Oring GianyGl. ges ccis). dacietarctaleie cies sine acolo ec Moisieies P. 102, $46 


ASA LIALION OL ia. ealessicle stole evsierereeurelereyete P. 102, $46; P.105, $49 
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Rowing EvpEers:—Continued. 


Office of, perpetual................. peks -89,°$) Se, PelOs eS 47 
Divested offotticey how,..u--..caccsacteeee eee P. 104, § 47 
Official relations of, dissolved............. ..... P. 104, §$§ 47,48 
Official relation of, when membership is moved. ...P. 105, § 49 
Accountable for failure to discharge duty......... P. 124, § 43 
Duties of toward suspended, excommunicated, etc.P. 127, §58 
Resuming official relation after deposition......... P. 128, § 60 
Sabbath, sanctification of the...............eeeeeeees: P. 146, §§ 1-6 
SABBATH SCHOOLS: 
Duty of Pastors toward. .. ............cee.e-- cee yee SOhe 1a: 
Duty of Ruling Elders toward ........ \..........-. PR. 94, $27 
SACRAMENTS: 
Baptism of children................ P. 86,.§3; P.149, §§ 15,16 
Baptismmofiadultss.. a sdend fee Pp. 150-155, §§ 17, 21 
WOTASISUP DOr cade aaccrack Rea eae Pp. 150, 151, §§ 18, 19, 20 
SCANDAL: 
Process in case of, to commence in one VOOLhcitemes P..122, $31 
Process in case of, that may commence later.... .P. 122, $31 
Not received against a minister on slight eromids: -P. 123, § 86 
Schism may warrant deposition of a minister.......... P. 123, $89 
School of Divinity, duty of a teacher ina............... P90; -$ 18 
Scriptures, reading of the................ P. 146, § 4; P.147, § 8 
SESsIon: 


Duty of, to convene the people for worship 
alata rCazoval carrot raters aioe k AEM ees Bs.) '8i5- 9 6 Pinos 1687, 


WOnsistslOfiscecuctasc tesco A ees ee ee P. 93, $26 
Womvyonedswihion bi... fis cnt teats state ant Pee P. 94, §26 
QuonamyOleth orn i sacteps cae eeeee isn ase ee ee P. 94, § 26 
Duties Othe. - fay apeipreston aby eanS By 94 Si2IG Poly G au 
Should urge parents to have their children bap- 

DEZOMN e SiiecraAy-asict-tevc eiRess eee Sw eee eet ee ee P. 94, $27 
Records submitted to Presbytery by the........... P. 95, $28 


Register of marriages, baptisms, accessions, etc....P. 95, $28 
May nominate persons for Ruling Elders and 


Deacons...... . NOCHE SOTC MeN Gani en atest con P. 102, § 45 
Processibefore ithe; cc sacs samotecat are P. 122, $$ 82-34 
Judicial investigation by the.............. Pp. 117,118, §§ 7-13 


May forbid accused from coming to the Lord’s 
MEDDES 9a cde cn RR ne Le tere ee P. 128, $84 
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SEss10n :—Continued. 
Certificates (Letters) issued by the, good for one 


QE revelers p00 35.5 51ers ee ee ATES eee Me oes P. 136, § 100 
Moderatoriof thei... 8.0 as ose eee lowe cae P. 137, § 1 
When may the Moderator vote in the.............. P.1(2, $13 
Privatesession of the... 00.52, oc. ee weecoseecenee'sieue P.170, $61 

Sick, the should notify the Pastor.............000..206 P. 157, §26_ 
Sick, the visitation of the .............. Vo 149, 8 Gr Ped bi, 40i26 
RVOd Ker sere oe ecko ene ane Ailes ch eT TAO iae olson P. 168, §§ 50-52 
Standing Committees.......... Sa oe P. 144, §14; P.169, $59 
Bigted (Cleric...) sctine.. P. 95, §28; P. 97, $84; P. 99, $39; 
P.101, §44; P. 188, § 2; P. 163,164, §§ 15-21. 
Steward (Minister called @)................ce cee eeeeeees P. 89, $9 
Synop: 
NE OMISISES OL oi, sta cb) Anos siete oe elvianiaitn alate oacarbiain Safe eNets P. 98, §35 
A) PEG VND TAN OBA op taka fala arrays ciniors clauessiai nist ale)e sieeve mie siblel> bers P. 98, $36 
Who cannot vote in, and when.............c.eeeeees P. 98, $386 
ROMO AOL GG e205! ehezoreinisiar appl s05s)Sianats SieleToiS aperwcniststaue deel P. 98, $37 

To decide appeals, complaints, etc.............. P. 98, $37 

To review records of Presbyteries.............. P. 98, § 37 

Toredress anything contrary to law in Presby- 

HOV GS FE cesareys cotinine Asia py tA oe aren <ininninnnrrstoy P. 98, § 387 

To see that Presbyteries observe the law....... P. 98, $37 

To seethat Presbyteries obey the higher courts 

RE elt EA ns x es cralite educa P. 98, $87; P.144, $13 

To creste, divide and dissolve Presbyteries....P. 98, §37 

To appoint ministers to work..................: PO Ose Uist: 

To concert measures for the enlargement of 

HG, OUP CH ANS, aici cee aes, or P..99;=$ 37 

To propose measures for the good of the whole 

ALC piste Pb Ase sete po uate aioe he larstclatalelatee is P. 99, §37 
Records of, sent to the Assembly..........-...-.... P. 99, $388 
Records of, cannot be changed after final ad- 

JOUPLMON GY gence n eave e ke ee eM cout te rier iae. oe P. 161, § 8 
Reports to the AssemDbly.......... 0... een cee ee oe P. 99, §38 
Must meet as often as oncein two years .......... P. 99, §39 
Special meeting of the................ P. 99, §89; P.141, § 8 
Members in a call meeting of the................... P.141, § 8 
Advisory members and visiting brethren in....... P.141, § 9 
Contingent fund of the, how provided .............- P. 148, §12 
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Synop :—Continued. 
Ecclesiastical commission of the..............--.+5- P.144, §15 
iPrivateisessions:of thes. ..cie. cars gee uns semns seeneie ss P.170, § 61 
May cite a Presbytery to appear.........-....eseeee P2131, 7972 
Teacher, (Minister called a)..........ceeseceeeeeeee cone B89;5853.9 
THACHER: 
Tn SChoOol Of Divinity << oceseccsteeoalaseae se seen eae tet P. 90, $138 
Ei OOLLEGE:.= eters ares woes gs aietaieialsiovare sis winleteialelaisher eine ate telere PF 490; sts 
TESTIMONY : 
Taken by a Commission.............. P.119, §20; P.144, §15 
Taken by a co-ordinate court...............05.e sees P. 119, $20 
Timely notice to be given before taking............ P. 119, $20 
RVWASO PITY; SI Ole teisfetats fete peeetetstetase iatetetaretetcls eisletere ete »..-P. 125, § 44 
Necessary to establish a charge..................55- P. 125, § 45 
Taken by filling questions with the clerk........... P. 126, $51 
May be given by a member of the court............ P. 126, § 52 
Effect of new, discovered after trial................ P.127, § 54 
New, offered in a higher court...........0..:e-ee0ee P. 127, § 55 
See ‘* Witnesses.” 
Thanksgiving and fasting................0. 0005 Pp. 158, 159, §$ 28-30 
The Question. stiscass cee sa osasce ele seie nen ee ste toese este P. 167, § 45 
Theological Seminary, teacher in a@................+..-5 P. 90, § 18 
Preasaurer, QUbies Of B2-oice.) <n. seinen calla erie sae P. 164, $$ 22-24 


Trial. See‘ Cited to Appear,” “ Process,” and ‘‘ Prosecution.” 
VISITATION: 


Duties of Pastor in........... sees P. 90, §12; P. 157, $26 
Daties.of Ruling Elders in... 2... ..cse.8 ++ cs wecees ss P. 91, $17 
Duties of Church members in..............2000-005- P. 147, 9 6 
Visiting brethren in the Church courts...............-+ P.141, $ 9 
WQOTING ie ole io oiessoeisieteyaiatctatsioisie aisteiers ers a'a(eis/ann\aieiainiels/eims areata P. 169, §$§ 53-57 
Who shall not vote, and when....................5: P. 98, $386 
WO MAUSHVOFEs sii, vee sieenls aieittoisadetereceiters) ote era alia P. 169, $53 
Vote first taken on highest number and longest 
tims a ction sosteveia a djases o(sra'e aioe re hayaroteslersitts dteaheniers P. 169, $54 
Shuts off further debate...4-.mc1 ese a0 ey sescen deers P. 169, $55 
One-fifth may demand the ‘‘ yeas and nays.”’...... -P. 169, $56 
Moderator’s name called last in “yeas and nays” 
Yok isrciate,. sve s wha eNOS SO TNE oe oa seieiscslaiale teie ork eid Op LG 
Moderator must vote, When.............eeeeseeeeeee P. 162, $13 
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Voting :—Continued. 


Moderator must not vote, when.......... esse... P. 162, $13 
Effect of being excused from, in-a Jadwinke case....P. 169, §56 

' In elections, a majority required................... P. 169, $57 
To rescind, or repeal, same yote required as to 

adopt originals cance eka een hese P. 167, § 42 
To expunge from records, unanimous vote re- 

(ables eG GOS. Ce coy ee enon tee opin HANS Rin tg See Ie aE P. 167, § 42 

Watchful care of the Church over baptized persons 
© “BS aac op Sang ake Seer nt fee aso, ot Ole ROO ee ce BEDE P. 86, $ 8 
WITNESSES: 
List of, to be sent to the accused............0.00-00s P. 118, $15 
Cited sto App Gales nnclelt ose eisincie saat mew Seog cassie acs P. 118, $16 
Testimony of those who cannot appear, how taken 

Bae recy miamemraecce be 1195 $205.2. 126; Sols Po 14d ab 
Examined in the presence of the accused........... P. 120, § 24 
Cross-examination of................. e120, Sickss bellow wae 
For prosecution first examined..................... P.120, $26 
Womipeben tt tacte gene cork ol wen voici cere ees apconialenns P. 125, § 44 
Not allowed to hear testimony before béing ex- 

PMI CU ce bet Panta eae ieee Too alee cules P. 125, § 46 
Examined first by party introducing them......... P. 125, §47 
Osthiomatirmation=of s1cs- .4.6-0 sss nt teenie P. 125, $48 
Testimony of, read to, for their approval.......... P. 126, § 49 
FROLUSUI Sb OCC BILLY, vere cielo rletsTerctaicielelove's slates eis shtvielere, a0 P. 127, $538 


Sce “‘ Vestimony.” 
Women may be appointed for the relief of distress....P. 92, § 23 
‘WORSHIP: 
WTIBSECTE oy nitacnreiaiw ssanelcrmesieeuleoatre P.146, § 4; P.159, §6§ 381,32 
In the family..............Pp. 146, 147, §§ 4,6; P.160, $§ 32-85 
In the public congregation..P. 87, §5; Pp. 146-148, §§ 5, 9, 10 
Behavior during public worship............. dpa dex P. 147, § % 
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